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GLENDORA - It's been 27
years of fun and games and the
Great Trivia Challenge is still
going strong!  What began in
1992 as a fundraising event
hosted by the GPL Friends
Foundation is now a commu-
nity-loved tradition that pro-
motes friendly competition to
support the Glendora Public
Library.

On February 9th the Friends
Foundation gathered eighteen
teams sponsored by local busi-
nesses and service organiza-
tions, to battle it out at the Great
Trivia Challenge by answering
a series of increasingly difficult
trivia questions prompted by
Master of Ceremonies, Todd
Launchbaugh. Teams repre-
sented included:  Ameriprise
Financial Athens Services,
Azusa Pacific University,
Crestwood Communities,
Foothill Christian School, For-
est Lawn, Glaze/Merrick Fam-
ily, Glendora Education Foun-
dation, Glendora  Kiwaniannes,
Glendora Rotary Club, In-N-
Out Burger, Implanta-
smile.com, Kiwanis Club of
Glendora, Law Office of
Newell & Havens, RG Busi-
ness Insurance, Seidners Col-
lision, Shepherd's Pantry, and
Social Model Recovery.

Glendora Takes the Challenge!

After several rounds of
questions, the team represent-
ing Shepherd's Pantry came in
first place and claimed the gold
medal with team members
MaryAnn Borer, Rich Janicki
and Rochelle White. Claiming
second place and the silver
medal, was the team represent-
ing the Law Office of Newell
& Havens. While these teams
were the Trivia winners, the
real winner is the Glendora
Public Library and each of you
as all proceeds from this event
benefit the life changing pro-
grams and services of the
Glendora Public Library which

includes adult literacy, new par-
ent education, children and teen
programs, cultural events and
more.

This year's Trivia completion
was coordinated by a volunteer
committee led by Amanda
Petralia, and was  sponsored
by Athens Services, Azusa Pa-

Claiming second place and the silver medal, was the team
representing the Law Office of Newell & Havens.

Shepherd's Pantry came in first place with team members MaryAnn
Borer, Rich Janicki and Rochelle White.

cific University, Crestwood
Communities, RG Business
Insurance Agency-Affiliate of
CDS Insurance Services and an
anonymous donor. To relive
the Trivia Challenge action,
visit the Friends Foundation's
Facebook page at
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

gplffoundation   For more in-
formation about how you can
support the Glendora Public Li-
brary and Friends Foundation,
contact the Foundation office
at 626-852-4894 or
g p l f r i e n d s f o u n d a -
tion@glendoralibrary.org

By WCPD/G. Ogden
WEST COVINA - Recently

West Covina Police Officers
Jeff Mosley and Dave Sifling
encountered a homeless person
sleeping in a sleeping bag on the
concrete floor in front of a store
at The Heights in West Covina
which is a shopping plaza on
Azusa Avenue just north of Amar
next to Big League Dreams.
When the officers contacted the
man, they learned he was a home-

West Covina Police Officers Take that
Extra Step to Help Homeless Veteran

Officers from left, Dave Sifling, Jeff Mosley and Anthony Coppi pose for a picture with homeless
veteran in a wheelchair, William Mack along with the crew from Starbucks.

less veteran in desperate need.
The man, William Mack had

lost his legs to a bone infection
and was dependent on a wheel-
chair that was by his side. The
officers invited Mr. Mack for a
cup of coffee and biscuit at
Starbucks.

While in Starbucks with the
officers, Mr. Mack shared that he
was from Florida, where his
brother and mother are currently
located. The officers hearing

this, assisted him with a cell
phone to call his family to let
them know he was okay.

Utilizing additional resources
from WCPD, the officers re-
quested Officer Anthony Coppi,
who works as a H.O.P.E (Home-
less Outreach) Officer, to come
down to Starbucks and Officer
Coppi assisted with additional
resources getting Mr. Mack off
the streets, and soon, back to his
family.

DUARTE/BRADBURY -
Duarte and Bradbury will honor
the Earth with a variety of joint
community volunteer projects
starting at 9:00 am on Saturday,
April 13th at the Duarte Teen
Center.  This year’s Earth Day
celebration, sponsored by the
City of Duarte, the City of
Bradbury, Burrtec Waste Indus-
tries, and the Upper San Gabriel
Valley Water District will in-
clude planting projects, cleaning
Duarte parks, beautifying green
spaces in Bradbury, and trash
pickup in retail parking lots along
Huntington Drive.

Some 70 volunteers including
50 teens from the Duarte Area

Duarte And Bradbury Honor The
Environment, April 13th, During
Joint “Earth Day” Volunteer Project

Resource Team (D.A.R.T), Car-
dinals Helping Youth Live Life
(CHYLL), are expected to par-
ticipate in the day’s activities
along with staff from Duarte and
Bradbury.  A continental break-
fast and guest speaker will kick
off Earth Day activities at 9:00

am.  Mayors of both Cities will
also be on hand to officially wel-
come and thank the volunteers.
The day will conclude with lunch,
and participation in arts and
crafts, and other educational ac-
tivities.

GLENDORA – Award-win-
ning author Charmaine Craig
spoke before an audience of
community members, students,
faculty and staff during a special
engagement recently hosted by
Citrus College in celebration of
Women's History Month.

The event was held in the
college's Haugh Performing Arts
Center on March 21. During her
presentation, Ms. Craig dis-
cussed her family's history in
Burma, now known as Myanmar.
She shared the poignant story of
her mother and grandparents who
lived in the southeast Asian coun-
try when it was under British rule,
occupied by Japan during World
War II and through its civil war.
Their experiences during the
country's turbulent move toward
independence serve as the basis

Acclaimed Author Speaks at Citrus
College Women's History Event

A special reception welcoming award-winning author Charmaine Craig was held in the Citrus Col-
lege Art Gallery as part of Women's History Month. Community leaders, donors and other friends of
the college were in attendance. Pictured (L-R): Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superintendent/president;
Mrs. Joanne Montgomery, member of the board of trustees; Mrs. Susan M. Keith, president of the
board of trustees; Charmaine Craig, author and keynote speaker; Dr. Barbara R. Dickerson, vice
president of the board of trustees; and Dr. Patricia A. Rasmussen, member of the board of trustees.

of her novel, "Miss Burma."
"Women's History Month pro-

vides Citrus College with the
opportunity to acknowledge the
achievements of visionary
women throughout history," said
Dr. Geraldine M. Perri, superin-
tendent/president of Citrus Col-
lege. "The experiences shared by
Ms. Craig were sobering, yet fas-
cinating. Her personal story em-
phasizes the extraordinary con-
tributions women have made and
shines a spotlight on many of the
issues facing women today."

Longlisted for the 2017 Na-
tional Book Award for Fiction,
"Miss Burma" is Ms. Craig's sec-
ond novel. Her first novel, "The
Good Men," was a national
bestseller translated into six lan-
guages. Ms. Craig studied litera-
ture at Harvard College, received
her master's degree in fine arts
form the University of Califor-
nia, Irvine, and serves as a faculty
member in the Department of
Creative Writing at the Univer-
sity of California, Riverside.

"Our goal for this event was to

highlight women's issues and to
champion the incredible women
who have brought about change
in the world," said Dr. Maryann
Tolano-Leveque, dean of students
at Citrus College. "Ms. Craig's
presentation was both captivating
and inspirational. It served as a
reminder of the significant role
women play in society."

Prior to the presentation, a
special reception was held in the
Visual Arts Building's Art Gal-
lery. Community leaders, donors
and other friends of Citrus Col-
lege were in attendance.

"I am proud that Citrus College
hosts events such as the
Women's History Month cel-
ebration," said Mrs. Susan M.
Keith, president of the Citrus
Community College District
Board of Trustees. "It is impor-
tant to acknowledge and honor
the many women who have used
their talent and knowledge to
make a difference in the lives of
others. Our hope is that these
events inspire future generations
of strong leaders."
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GLENDORA - After almost
a year of construction, the parish-
ioners of St. Dorothy Catholic
Parish have something to cel-
ebrate. The finishing touches
have been placed on a beautiful
new concrete parking lot for the
parish community.

Ground broke in April 2018
with the removal of 67,000
square feet of asphalt that inhab-
ited much of the St. Dorothy
property. Through the vision of
former pastor, Father Mark
Warnstedt, plans were made to
upgrade the infrastructure of the
parish and add a safety gate
around St. Dorothy Catholic
School. The chain link fence that
bordered Steffen Street on the
south side of the parish campus
was also replaced with a sturdy,
yet elegant, wall with new
plantings. According to principal
Adrienne Ferguson, "St.
Dorothy's was a beautiful, but
open campus. We can now offer
security and peace of mind that
our students are safer while keep-
ing the beauty of our campus."

In an effort to be "green-
friendly," new photocell-con-
trolled LED light fixtures were
placed around the new parking lot
to uniformly light the campus.
Additionally, a massive infiltra-
tion chamber was dug deep into
the earth to retain stormwater in
compliance with new state codes.
Many of the students were jok-
ingly happy about the "new pool"
being dug on the St. Dorothy
campus. The 7,097 cubic feet
chamber will store and percolate
rain water into aquifers.

Parishioners gathered after
the 11:30 am mass on Sunday,

St. Dorothy Catholic Church
Celebrates New Parking Lot

Student Nicole C. gets ready to cut the ribbon, while Monsignor Norm and others gather round.
March 17th to officially open the
parking lot and show off the new
motorized gates. A ribbon cutting
ceremony was presided over by
the parish administrator, Monsi-
gnor Norman Priebe, where he
expressed gratitude for all who
helped make the project possible.
Alongside many school & reli-
gious education program chil-
dren, families, and parishioners,
St. Dorothy School president
Nicole C. had the honor of cut-
ting the ribbon. Everyone was in-
vited to remain for refreshments
and view plans for future church
renovations.

The new parking lot is but the
beginning of a campus overhaul

at St. Dorothy's. "The parish has
been serving the Catholic com-
munity in Glendora for 60 years,"
said Monsignor Norm, "and we
are planning for 60 more years
and beyond." The parish plans to
renovate and update its current
church building. "The dream to
share the Good News of Jesus
and worship as one community in
a newly-renovated church is tre-
mendously exciting. We can't
wait to see what God has in store
for our future as a parish com-
munity," said Monsignor Norm.

The parish of St. Dorothy
Church is located on 241 S. Val-
ley Center Ave. in Glendora.

GLENDORA - The knot
too shabby BAZAAR is a
spring festival held on April 6
on the corner lot of Glendora
Ave. and Bennett Ave. in the
quaint Glendora Village. In ad-
dition to free admission, furni-
ture painting workshops, a fur-
niture makeover competition,
and giveaways, the celebration
boasts dozens of high quality
artisans from all over Southern
California.

The event invites a variety
of vendors from local commu-
nities who create beautiful
handmade goods from home
décor to fashion accessories.

The knot too shabby BAZAAR: A Vintage,
Repurposed, Handmade Festival

"We celebrate the originality
and uniqueness of what the lo-
cal handmade community has
to offer," owner Michele Rivard
remarks. "In an economy
where vintage design and
'found' objects have become
mass-produced by our favor-
ite big box stores and celebrity
designers, supporting those
who still value the authenticity
of true antiques and handmade
items is even more important
to us." The highlights include a
vast array of refinished furni-
ture from traditional whites to
bold colors. Rustic art created
from salvaged materials, retro-

inspired jewelry, and antique
housewares are just a few of
the unique items.

A limited number of vintage
& furniture vendor spaces are
available for the spring market-
place. Please visit the knot too
shabby website to apply.

Admission is free, but shop-
pers should RSVP at the offi-
cial Facebook event for excit-
ing updates and to easily invite
your friends and family to join
in on the fun. You won't want
to miss the genuine local expe-
rience that this festival has to
offer.

AD SPACE AVAILABLE AT REASONABLE RATES.
CLASSIFIEDS DISPLAY ADS LEGALS ADS 626-852-3374
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY -
The Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors approved the ac-
quisition of property in the unin-
corporated community of Walnut
Park for the Walnut Park Acqui-
sition Project and the Walnut
Park Pocket Park Development
Project. The Board previously
approved a motion for the sub-
mission of grants to fund the
projects.

The Walnut Park Pocket - Park
Development Project is rooted
in the Los Angeles Countywide
Comprehensive Parks and Rec-
reation Needs Assessment
(PNA), which identified Walnut
Park as one of the most park-poor
communities in the County. The
study of unincorporated Walnut
Park identified the acquisition
and development of land for a new
community/neighborhood park
in the area as the number one pri-
ority for the community. The
Walnut Park Community Park
Plan effort in 2015/2016, with

LOS ANGELES COUNTY –
The Board of Supervisors ap-
proved a motion by Supervisors
Kathryn Barger and Sheila Kue-
hl that directs county depart-
ments to stop the use of the her-
bicide glyphosate while a full in-
vestigation is conducted to ex-
amine whether the chemical is
appropriate for use by the coun-
ty based on potential environ-
mental and health impacts.

“I am asking county depart-
ments to stop the use of herbi-
cide until public health and envi-
ronmental professionals can de-
termine if it’s safe for further use
in L.A. County and explore  al-
ternative methods for vegetation
management,” Barger said.

By Joe Castillo
Fictional or Real?…  The

story of Zorro is a reflection of
early California, of the Rancho
period when the Spanish still had
a hold on Alta California with
Mexico beginning to rebel
against its European ruler. The
book by Isabel Allende is splen-
didly written from the days of
Diego de la Vega's birth until his
early exploits as the masked mar-
vel Zorro. The setting for the
book is the surrounding areas of
the Mission San Gabriel and not
the Monterey area as depicted in
the movies and television shows.

De la Vega's father is the Al-
calde of the Pueblo of Los An-
geles, Alejandro de la Vega, who
also has a large rancho with an
elaborate house, maintained by
an ample supply of servants. De
la Vega maintained his rancho
with a large collection of live-
stock, crops and vineyards while
becoming a leader of the com-
munity. Prior to becoming a pow-
erful land owner, De la Vega

By George Ogden
West Covina - The DUI driver,

who was involved in a collision
involving an SUV and a car on the
San Bernardino (10) Freeway in
West Covina in which he killed
his passenger, has been identified.

The traffic collision occurred
on the I-10 freeway just before
10 p.m., Sunday March 17, kill-
ing one and injuring two includ-

CLAREMONT/LA VERNE -
Relay for Life is a life-changing
event that gives everyone in our
communities across the world a
chance to celebrate the lives of
people who have battled cancer,
to remember loved ones who
have lost the battle, and to fight
back against the disease.

We need teams: For your own
team by gathering 8-15 of your
family, friends, and colleagues
who love having fun and making

Los Angeles County Supervisors
Approve Acquistion Of Property In
Walnut Park For New Park Project

community participation stem-
ming from outreach efforts, re-
sulted in a conceptual design for
a pocket park in this community.

In October 2018, the LA
County Department of Parks and
Recreation entered into negoti-
ations with a potential seller to
acquire approximately 0.5 acres
of privately-owned, unimproved
vacant real property located in
Walnut Park for park and recre-
ational purposes. The site is lo-
cated at 2603-2611 Grand Ave-
nue and 2614 Hope Street in the
County of Los Angeles.

“Today’s action will facilitate
a much-needed community park
in park-poor Walnut Park. As we
saw two weeks ago at the Board
of Supervisors, there is a very
high need for high-quality, acces-
sible neighborhood parks,” said
Supervisor Hilda L. Solis. “A park
provides tremendous value to a
community, especially those
which are dense and underserved.
Parks deliver numerous physical
and mental health benefits to the
community that they serve.
Through programming like Parks
After Dark, they also provide safe
and fun spaces for children and
families. Residents of Walnut
Park will enjoy this new park for
generations to come.”

The estimated budget for Wal-
nut Park Acquisition Project is
$1,279,500 which includes funds
for the acquisition and related
costs, including title and escrow.
In addition, the Department of

Parks and Recreation (DPR) sub-
mitted a grant application to the
Los Angeles County Regional
Park and Open Space District
(RPOSD) in the amount of
$300,000 for County Excess
Funds, available to the First Su-
pervisorial District, pursuant to
the Los Angeles County Safe
Neighborhood Parks Proposition
of 1996 (Prop A), to fund the
Walnut Pocket Park Develop-
ment Project.

“The Board of Supervisors
continues to support our Depart-
ment’s mission of serving as
stewards of parklands by re-
sponding to the needs of the com-
munity,” said John Wicker, Los
Angeles County Parks and Rec-
reation Director. “Through these
collaborations, we are building
strong and resilient communities
one park at a time.”

Walnut Park is a 0.75-square
mile unincorporated community
in Los Angeles County located
approximately five miles south of
Downtown Los Angeles and ap-
proximately three miles from the
Los Angeles River. Green space
is scarce; currently, the only
green space located in and avail-
able to the community is Walnut
Nature Park, a joint-use park with
the Los Angeles Unified School
District, approximately 4.5 acres
in size. In addition, the commu-
nity has limited availability of
vacant land that has the potential
to be converted into community
park space.

County Approves Herbicide Ban
While Study Is Conducted And
Viable Alternatives Are Explored

The use of glyphosate, a main
ingredient in the herbicide brand
called “Roundup,” is a well-
known and effective weed abate-
ment method used by many pub-
lic and private entities. The Agri-
cultural Commissioner, who has
established protocols for its use
in full compliance with all Fed-
eral and State regulations, also
uses herbicide.  Despite these
controls, however, there is a
growing body of scientific study
around the safety of using herbi-
cides and the potential for nega-
tive impacts on human, animal,
and environmental health.

“In a 2015 study led by 17 ex-
perts from 11 countries, the

World Health Agency’s Interna-
tional Agency for Research on
Cancer concluded that glypho-
sate should be classified as 'prob-
ably carcinogenic to humans,’”
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl said.
“That conclusion makes it imper-
ative that we question any long-
term use of this controversial
herbicide, and that’s exactly what
this motion calls for.”

The Department of Public
Works, in conjunction with Pub-
lic Health, Parks and Recreation,
Beaches and Harbors, and the
Agricultural Commission, will
study the issue and report back
to the Board with findings and
alternatives within 30 days.

Crash on 10 Freeway Kills 1, Injures
2. Suspected DUI Driver Arrested

ing the DUI driver. He has been
identified as Gerardo Alvarez, 67,
of La Puente who was arrested
for DUI and a murder charge as
the result of a fatality while im-
paired.  His bail was set at
$2,100,000.00.

His passenger was an 89-year-
old La Puente man who died at
the scene.

Alvarez allegedly was driving

a 1998 Ford Explorer at a high
rate of speed and came up on
slower traffic.  He crashed into
the rear of a 2002 Nissan Altima,
injuring that driver of the Nissan.
The Ford Explorer flipped over
and ended up on its roof.  Alvarez
was injured and taken to the hos-
pital in serious condition with a
head injury.  Alvarez was arrested
at the hospital by the CHP.

"TIME JOCKEY" - Zorro!
served in the Spanish military and
had been assigned to the Mission
as a Captain of the Guard. His du-
ties included keeping the peace,
especially with the neophytes
who were working the vast Mis-
sion lands and crops.

During one rebellious attack
on the Mission, De la Vega en-
countered his future wife, the
rebellious spiritual leader of the
Mission neophytes, Toypurina.
But Toypurina is wounded by De
la Vega in a duel and may have
died if De La Vega had not per-
sonally nursed her back to health.
After a few months, Del la Vega
and Toypurina get romantically
involved, are married and even-
tually have a son, Diego de la
Vega, who eventually becomes
the masked hero called Zorro.
The story continues with young
De la Vega growing up on his fa-
ther's rancho and then eventually
traveling to Barcelona to attend
school and learn the fine art of
fencing. But De la Vega finds him-
self in the middle of the French

invasion of Spain, the Spanish
Inquisition and the eventual rev-
olution in Spain.

During this period of time in
Spain, De la Vega learns about the
injustices and mistreatment of
the peasants and indigenous peo-
ple of Spain by the military and
government, and became a lead-
er in fighting for the rights of
others. De la Vega eventually
flees Spain and Europe to return
back to Alta California but dur-
ing his return voyage meets up
with the notorious pirate Jean
Lafitte and his equally notorious
brother Pierre. The adventurous
story takes a short detour in Lou-
isiana but in short time De la Vega
continued his journey to Alta
California and the Mission San
Gabriel. When he arrived at his
fathers' rancho, his home is not
how he remembered it and the
Spanish had tightened their reign
on the Mission, neophytes and
mestizos who worked and lived
in the Los Angeles - San Gabriel
area. De la Vega realized his pur-
pose in life is to fight for those
who could not fight for them-
selves and he dons the mask of
Zorro to fulfill his life's mission.

The story of Zorro is a histor-
ical novel but the events of early
California under both Spanish and
Mexican rule, certainly may have
created an opportunity for a Zor-
ro-like person to perform hero-
ic deeds to protect those who
were being taking advantage of.
Whether fictional or real, the
story of Zorro leaves you won-
dering what life was like in Cali-
fornia and Europe in the early
1800's when so much was hap-
pening here and the entire
world...

Joe Castillo is a freelance
historical writer who has been
covering Southern California
history for 10 years and has
written 4 books on the topic. He
can be reached at
joeacastillo@aol.com.

Relay For Life of Claremont/La Verne
a difference.

We need cancer survivors to
honor: Invite a Cancer Survivor
To Relay. They will be honored
for their courage and strength
with an honorary lap. The individ-
uals are celebrated in various
ways, from complimentary food
and a free t-shirt to enjoying fun
activities throughout the day.

We need volunteers at relay:
Volunteers to help set up and

break-down the event and to help
the day of Relay.

For questions and additional
information, email
claremontlavernerelay@gmail.com
or call Debbie Hughes, Event
Lead at (909) 772-9234.

Relay for Life will be held at
Claremont High School, 1601 N.
Indian Hill, Claremont on Satur-
day, April 27 from 9:00 AM -
Sunday until April 28, 9:00 AM

DUARTE - Foothill Transit
has partnered with the City of
Duarte to operate the city’s two
local bus lines and convert their
fleet to zero-emission, all elec-
tric 35’ buses.

Foothill Transit and the City of
Duarte will launch the new ser-
vice, named duartEbus, on April
1. The newly-liveried, three-bus
fleet will be charged, operated,
and maintained out of Foothill
Transit’s Arcadia Operations
Yard, running nearly identical
routes and schedules as the well-
loved city system.

Changes made focused on ac-
cessibility and safety, prompting
the closure of five stops on both
the Line 860 Blue and Line 861

Foothill Transit Launches
New Electric Bus Service

Green, and eliminating age re-
strictions to open transit access
to all customers.  The previously
free transit system will also in-
corporate Foothill Transit’s fare
structure. With a TAP card, the
one way fare will be $1.25
($0.50 for seniors and people
with disabilities*).  The fare will
be $1.50 ($0.75*) if the cus-
tomer is paying cash.

The deployment of this new
electric bus fleet will make the
City of Duarte the first all-elec-
tric city system in Southern Cali-
fornia.  “This partnership is trans-
formative for both Duarte and for
Foothill Transit,” said Doran
Barnes, Executive Director of
Foothill Transit.
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Charles H. Bayer

Affirmative $$$ Action

Lois M. Shade
Former Mayor of Glendora

Shade's Perspective

Emperor Newsom's New Agenda

George Ogden
That’s just the way it is!

California Driver's License Implied
Consent, Know the Law

There were some very positive
things flowing from the oft-ma-
ligned good old days. They were
certainly good for me. But then I
grew up as a middle-class, white,
male suburbanite with all the ad-
vantages those terms guaranteed.
My parents were positive intel-
ligent models. My schools were
well funded. My community was
safe. Along with scores of other
books, we had—and used—The
World Book Encyclopedia. I was
given music lessons even if they
never took. But I also had season
tickets to concerts by the Phila-
delphia Symphony Orchestra and
learned to listen to real musi-
cians. When I needed glasses or
dental work, I got them. So when
I arrived at the college starting
line I came in a first-class car-
riage.

Not so with many others my
age. Without any of the advantag-
es I assumed to be normal, they
arrived at the college starting
line on the back of a mule drag-
ging a bucket of cement. Yet I
believed that deep in the heart of
what made America great was a
dream to provide a more level
playing field. I assumed that a just
and benevolent nation would find
ways to support those who did
not have the advantages I enjoyed.

I had learned that the nation’s
commitment to fairnes began
with FDR and his New Deal. In
more recent years it flourished
with the federal program “Head
Start” and was nourished with
food stamps and “Aid to Depen-
dent Children.” All this was ac-
companied by the demise of seg-
regation. These efforts were
largely generated by liberal Con-
gresses and progressive Admin-
istrations, and were aimed at of-
fering some modicum of equal
opportunity to the less fortunate
who had arrived at the college
admissions office with limited
resources and backgrounds—if
they arrived there at all.

Remember the story about the
Emperor's New Clothes written
by Hans Christian Andersen. The
emperor was told by two weav-
ers the clothes they would make
for him would be invisible to
those who were incompetent and
unfit to hold positions in the
Emperor's administration. When
the Emperor went out among his
subjects in his "new clothes" not
a one had the intestinal fortitude
to declare the man naked for fear
of being called stupid or incom-
petent or suffering retribution.   A
child in the crowd finally yelled
out, "But he isn't wearing anything
at all!"

Compare Gov. Gavin News-
om's history, gubernatorial cam-
paign and the agenda he's putting
out today as he goes  around the
state putting out pieces of con-
tradictory material hoping the
voters won't notice and the Dem-
ocrats in the Assembly and Sen-
ate who won't call him out for
fear of being taken from their
committee positions and suffer-
ing political retribution.

Newsom, before being elect-
ed and on the campaign trail, sup-
ported repeal of the gas tax. A gas
tax publicly promoted to fix pot-
holes but quietly being construct-
ed to support more infrastruc-
ture, paying off loans from the
California general fund and cre-
ating hoops for local government
to jump through to make it im-
possible to get a piece of that tax
to fix potholes. When the gas tax
was called out for what it really
was, it quickly became a trailer
bill to the budget and was made
law in the middle of the night in
Sacramento. No action for repeal
from Newsom since his election.

In 2004, then-Mayor Newsom
of San Francisco, came forth
with orders for same-sex couples
to be issued marriage licenses by
county clerks in defiance of the
overwhelmingly voter-approved
Prop. 22 on March 7, 2000.
61.40% of the voters said "no" to
same sex marriage, but under or-
ders from Newsom, between
February 11 and March 11, 2004,
4,000 marriage licenses were is-
sued until Democrat California
Attorney General, Bill Lockyer,
filed suit to end the practice.
August 2004, the California Su-
preme Court voided all the li-
censes that had been issued.
Then-Governor, Arnold

"Assistant coach Jack Stovall
had him wrapped up for Arizona
State…" wrote Dean Smith in his
book "The Sun Devils, Eight De-
cades of Arizona State Football."
The biggest player that the staff
of Frank Kush ever recruited was
waiting with Stovall for a flight
to Tempe from the San Francisco
airport.  But college recruiting is
like a spy novel with "recruiters
from assorted other universities
determined to change" the mind
of a star player.  When the player
decided to take a restroom break,
a USC recruiter followed him in.
After a series of back and forth
discussions, O.J. Simpson, was
convinced to commit with the
Trojans.

ASU has had a unique, intense
relationship with Southern Cali-
fornia for a long time, compet-
ing for talent and resources.  And
ASU has provided an interesting
locale for Hollywood's films on
many occasions. "The Nutty Pro-
fessor," first introduced by Jerry
Lewis in 1963 depicted an ASU
professor and the real campus
was used in the filming.  In 1987,
director Ron Casden made "Cam-
pus Man," based on a true story
of a would-be entrepreneur who
publishes a beefcake calendar of
ASU athletes, eventually running
afoul of some NCAA regulations.

The most famous ASU film
from Hollywood was, of course,
"Jerry Maguire," made back when
the NFL Cardinals played in Sun
Devil Stadium.  Cuba Gooding Jr.
played the greatest "fictional" Sun
Devil athlete of all time.  Rod
"show me the money" Tidwell
was a Cardinal recruit who fa-
mously bragged "I went to Arizo-
na State!  I'm a Sun Devil, man!"

But with the good comes the
bad, and somehow, somewhat
unfairly, Arizona State acquired
a reputation for being not the
most academic institution and a

In California, about that signa-
ture on your driver's license… it
implies that the license holder
has given their consent to a breath
test or blood test to measure their
blood alcohol content (BAC)
upon being arrested for a DUI. It
is important to keep in mind that
implied consent laws only apply
to chemical testing required af-
ter the DUI arrest.  This could be
the breathalyzer or blood test.  A
urine sample is no longer used in
California.

Roadside Breath Tests.  Offic-
ers will frequently ask motorists
to submit to a PAS or PBT (also
referred to as "preliminary alco-
hol screening" (PAS) or "prelimi-
nary breath test" (PBT), prior to
making a DUI arrest.  This form
of testing should be viewed as
another form of field sobriety
test which is not covered by
California's implied consent law.
Although you cannot be penal-
ized for refusing this test unless
you are under 21 or have prior
DUI convictions, keep in mind
that the results can still be used

A significant block of wise
political conservatives was com-
mitted to similar goals. While its
members might have been in-
creasingly unhappy with what they
called government give-away
programs, they knew that the na-
tion’s massive inequality had to
be addressed, and concluded that
programs offering a hand-up
could replace programs provid-
ing a handout. An opportunity for
remunerative work was a better
approach than a government
check. Educational opportunity
was better than public assistance.

The government policy called
Affirmative Action was initiated
by President Kennedy and aimed
at insuring equal opportunities in
federal employment. It quickly
was expanded to provide reme-
dial help for those who might
have lacked the tools necessary
for admission to college. How-
ever, Affirmative Action was at-
tacked by many conservatives
who saw it as a way to establish
race-based quotas. White stu-
dents who held that they were
denied college admission when
their slots were filled by less-
qualified Black students brought
a brace of court cases. While
race might have been included in
the application process, it was
not the only or final criterion.
Nevertheless, suspicion fueled
the resentment, and Affirmative
Action came under a withering
attack. Thus programs aimed at

assisting many who lacked the
advantages so many others had
enjoyed were either seriously
curtailed or in some cases termi-
nated.

This reaction was part of a
right-wing movement aimed at
limiting or even eliminating pro-
grams that helped provide some
measure of equity without re-
sorting to what was called wel-
fare. This mindset has fed the
Trump administration’s hostility
to a variety of social policies and
programs. Thousands of regula-
tions mandating protection for
the less fortunate and for Ameri-
ca’s consumers have been elimi-
nated. The beneficionaries have
been America’s corporations and
other big-money interests. The
same political mindset can be
seen in last year’s massive tax
bonanza, which substantially ben-
efited the nation’s wealthiest cit-
izens. These reversals in public
policy evidence the same men-
tality that has attempted to shut
down affirmative action initia-
tives.

But the sour icing on this poi-
son cake has recently come to
light with the scandal revealing
ways in which very wealthy par-
ents were able to buy their chil-
dren’s admission to elegant uni-
versities using all sorts of dis-
honest and illegal devices. One
wonders what marginal prospec-
tive students feel now that they
know that those who had their
ways bought had stolen the plac-
es  of the less fortunate. What we
now have is affirmative action on
behalf of the wealthy! But given
the mindset of many of those
among America’s conservative
elite, who should be surprised?
That’s just the way it is in a soci-
ety in which the golden rule has
been replaced by the rule of those
who control the gold.

Contact Charles Bayer at
candwbayer@verizon.net

It Is A Matter Of Character, Not
The Level Of Prestige That
Makes A Person Who They Are

punching bag for many a pundit
or comedian.

Fast forward to the current
scandal of some 50 elitists ille-
gally manipulating the college
entrance procedures to "fast pass"
their children into schools they
consider prestigious.  One
school included, USC.  But it was
the statement from Lori Lough-
lin, who along with her husband
and fellow actress Felicity Huff-
man, participated in the scam,
who said something that raised my
eyebrows…"I have some con-
cerns and want to fully under-
stand the game plan and make sure
we have a roadmap for success
as it relates to (our daughter)
and"…here it comes…"getting
her into a school other than ASU."

Ooops!
One can debate what is wrong

with this story on so many lev-
els.  The Progressive communi-
ty in Los Angeles is on the fore-
front of ridiculing the same
"White privilege" they were uti-
lizing in this scam.  How many
minority and disadvantaged stu-
dents they claim to care about, as
they tweet and make award show
speeches all while ridiculing
President Trump, were screwed
in the process of obtaining those
coveted spaces for their daugh-
ters, who expressed a lack of de-
sire to even go to the university
unless they could party?

What we have is yet another

"ism."  Credentialism, which ac-
tually starts in kindergarten ad-
vancing all the way to college in
a quest for a top-level school.  It's
an obsession and a misguided pri-
ority for privileged children and
their families judging, and being
judged, by these elite schools.  It
is no longer how they perform in
school, but what school they at-
tend, that counts.

I am a graduate of ASU and at-
tend many Sun Devil Football
games. Prior to one game with
USC several years ago, I say a
poster displayed at one tailgate
party.  The left half of the poster
was a picture of O.J. Simpson
with a title "USC Graduate."  On
the right half, Pat Tillman labeled
"ASU Graduate."  And a byline
"Enough Said," or something to
that effect.

We all make our opportunities
work for us, regardless of the
place we choose.  A graduate of
ASU or Wichita State can go just
as far, and maybe in contrast to
the daughters of Loughlin and
Huffman, with their potential ped-
igree from Yale or USC, a whole
lot farther.

We should not allow creden-
tialism to force us to apologize
for the school we attended.  I will
not apologize for ASU, and no
one else should have to apologize
for the school they chose.

And a trip to the bathroom isn't
going to change any of that.

Schwarzenegger, spoke out say-
ing "… traveling down this dan-
gerous path of ignoring the rule
of law" is not wise.

The people have spoken at
least three times, twice this de-
cade, demanding enforcement of
the death penalty in California
and the most recent directive by
the people demanded that pro-
cess be expedited. Gov. Gavin
Newsom pre-election spoke hon-
estly about his opposition to the
death penalty but also vowed to
honor the voice of the people.
However, with a flourish of his
gubernatorial power post elec-
tion, Newsom has just reprieved
737 on death row telling the
Business Insider there will be no
more executions while he is in
office and provided a flyer of a
post on the door of San Quentin
gas chamber, "Closed per execu-
tive order."

Dan Walters in one of his col-
umns shared comment by News-
om who said defiantly, "The will
of the voters is also entrusted in
me on the basis of my constitu-
tional right as governor to grant
a reprieve to condemned prison-
ers."

Gov. Newsom opposed Prop.
10, the rent control initiative al-
lowing local governments to en-
act rent controls, as did almost
60% of the voters in November.
But in January news broke New-
som was having talks about re-
viewing the issue and perhaps
enacting a rent cap. The housing
bills coming out of Sacramento,
along with rumors of Newsom's
conversations, suggest the will of
the voting public may be once
again ignored.

To create affordable housing
Gov. Newsom wants 3.5 million
new housing starts by 2025. He
believes the more housing the

more affordability and local gov-
ernments aren't doing enough,
have abdicated their responsibil-
ities and need to step-up and do
their share. To implement  New-
som's housing affordability pro-
gram are SB 50, Sen. Scott Wien-
er (D-SF) and SB 330 titled
"Housing Crisis Act of 2019" in-
troduced by Sen. Nancy Skinner
(D, Berkeley) and proposing
high-density units within a half-
mile of a rail transit station, with-
in a quarter-mile of a high-fre-
quency bus stop, within "job-rich"
neighborhoods, go as high as 55
feet to 5 stories, require no set-
backs, no parking and reduce or
eliminate environmental review
to short-cut the building process
and cut costs. Impact on cities
and counties has not been as-
sessed and no discussion of the
public's right to discuss impacts
on their neighborhoods.  Not
available is the legislative analy-
sis of either bill with hearings
coming up in April.

Number one on Gov. News-
om's to-do list is Combat Home-
lessness. 135,000 is the latest
estimate, up 14%, but it doesn't
seem anyone has assessed (par-
don the term) the category each
falls into.  We have those in hard
economic times who genuinely
need and appreciate help; those
who don't want to be sheltered
ever; the mentally ill who need
medication / intervention; and,
those addicted to alcohol or
drugs needing intervention.
Former Gov. Brown released
45,000 criminals early from in-
carceration due to prison over-
crowding. Which part of the
homeless population are they?

Usurping the long-standing
rule of local governments' au-
thority to set the development
standards in their zoning ordi-
nance makes Gov. Newsom's ef-
fort to dump any kind of hous-
ing, anywhere, and call it home-
less problem solved makes this
a local government fight and not
a Republican or Democrat issue.

Beware Sacramento you are in
dangerous territory here! Both
Gov. Gavin Newsom and the
Democrats supporting these leg-
islative proposals and executive
orders may be left with no cover
just like the Emperor wandering
around looking for the incompe-
tents lacking any intestinal forti-
tude.

against you in a DUI/DWI pros-
ecution.  Take note, that if you
refuse the breathalyzer test in the
field (PBT), you will "force the
hand" of the officer.  He or she
will most likely arrest you for
suspicion of DUI.  You will no
longer be offered the test in the
field even if you change your
mind.  You will be taken into cus-
tody and taken to the station
where at that time you will fall
under the Implied Consent Law.
Your vehicle will most likely be
impounded. Now you have a
choice of two tests…
Breathalyzer or Blood test.

Can you refuse breathalyzer
California? Sure, you can… how-
ever… in California, refusing a
breathalyzer test is its own
charge separate from the DUI. ...
If you've refused the test twice
before or if you've been con-
victed of reckless driving or DUI
twice or more during the past 10
years, your license will be sus-
pended for 3 years.

Again… Implied Consent
Law. This law states that by driv-
ing a vehicle you have agreed to
submit to chemical tests of your
breath or blood to determine al-

cohol or drug content, if asked
to do so by a law enforcement
officer.

What Are Consequences for
Refusing to Submit to Chemical
Tests after a DUI Arrest in Cali-
fornia?

Consequences for refusing to
submit to a chemical test after an
arrest are severe in the state of
California. The penalties for re-
fusal (known as "refusal enhance-
ment penalties") will be levied on
top of standard DUI penalties.
Refusal enhancement penalties
may include:

• First-time DUI offense:
Driver's license suspension for 1
year, with possible jail time up to
48 hours and 9 months of alco-
hol education courses.

• Second-time DUI offense:
Driver's license suspension for 2
years, with possible jail time up
to 96 hours

• Third-time DUI offense:
Driver's license suspension for 3
years, with possible jail time up
to 10 days

It is worth noting that failing
to submit to a test can result in
charges for both the DUI as well
as the refusal. Failing to com-
plete a blood alcohol content test
can also result in charges, for in-
stance, purposely not blowing
hard enough into the breathalyzer.
Driving is NOT A RIGHT.  It is a
privilege.  California DMV and
the Courts can actually go beyond
this.  In fact, they can pull your
license for much longer or for
life in California.  This is rare,
but it has happened.

"That's Just the Way It Is!"
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FINANCIAL / CONSUMER
Your Money - Ask Julia

Julia Yoder

By Gene Morrill - Certified Automotive Specialists

Is Earnings Recession
Hype Over The Top?

The Sound of Silence

The bulk of fourth-quarter
earnings have been announced and
the average stock has posted a
5.7% sales increase and a 14.3%
earnings increase - the fifth
straight quarter of double-digit
earnings growth.

Despite that great news, the
S&P declined slightly as CNBC
kept warning about a coming
"earnings recession." They are
referring to the analyst commu-
nity's forecast that first-quarter
2019 S&P 500 earnings could
decline 2.9%, due largely to
much more difficult year-over-
year comparisons. Specifically,
FactSet is expecting that only
four of the 11 S&P sectors will
post positive earnings growth in
the first quarter, namely Health-
care (up 5.4%), Utilities
(+3.9%), Industrials (+3.1%),
and Real Estate (+1.9%).

However, 2018 was a year of
24% earnings growth and a tem-
porary 6% decline in the S&P
500. Why couldn't a following
year of flat earnings not impact
the market very much? If the late
2018 extreme correction re-
flected the anticipated drop in
2019 earnings growth, then the
market may now look forward to
2020 earnings (more than 2019's
already "priced in" expected rel-
atively flat earnings).

The doomsday stories have
dominated much of the media, so
volatility continues to prevail.
There's the very real threat of
Brexit and a European recession.
There's the political nonsense of
the Green New Deal and the lat-
est "end of the world" rhetoric.
How about the China "miracle" of
a levitating market with deterio-
rating fundamentals? One might
think that can't go on forever.
Wall Street analysts have been
warning of a correction in this
"overbought" market and many
appear to be glad it has arrived.
Yes, there are problems in Eu-
rope and China, but the U.S. re-
mains the oasis - with a strong
currency, stock market, and
economy.

In her first full day in Con-

The job of a muffler is to keep
your vehicle quiet.  There is a lot
involved for a piece of equipment
that doesn't look too intricate.  It
silences the noise of your car in
these ways:

• Changes the pressure pulses
• Dampens the pressure puls-

es
• Absorbs the pressure pulses
The noise is measured in deci-

bels and the muffler dissipates
the level of sound.

There are two types of muf-

What taxes would I have to
pay if I flip real estate?

When you buy a home, fix it,
and sell it, you will have to pay
taxes based on the amount of time
you held onto this asset.  If you
hold onto it for a year or less,
you're going to be taxed on your
short-term gains at ordinary in-
come-tax rates.  If you hold this
asset for more than a year, you're
going to be taxed at the long-term
capital gains rate.  If you "flip"
real estate too frequently, you are
considered "in business" - open-
ing a whole different set of rules.
You can defer tax on your real
estate gain by exchanging it for
another property, known as a like-
kind, or Section 1031 exchange.
This must be clearly stated in es-
crow.  You can do unlimited 1031
exchanges your whole life.

Is this true? Can I invest in
an IRA for 2018 even though
it's 2019?

Yes, you can, but the deadline
is April 15. A traditional IRA is
tax-deductible.  Those funds and
the growth will be taxed upon
withdrawal. Although a Roth IRA
is not tax deductible, it has many
benefits upon withdrawing funds.
Since you would have already
paid taxes on the money you in-
vest into a Roth IRA, that amount
will be free of taxes in the future.
Unique to Roth IRAs, the growth
(interest earned) is not only tax
deferred, it can also be income
tax free.

Is it better to go to my bank
for a home loan? Or is it better
to use a mortgage broker?

Bank loan originators are not
required to be licensed and are
not held to the same standards and
regulations as brokers in terms

of testing and ongoing training,
mortgages are not their main fo-
cus (they also offer auto, boat,
personal, etc. loans), are only
able to offer limited loan prod-
ucts they have in-house, often
charge higher rates, and are slow-
er to adapt to change due to large
organizational operations. An in-
dependent mortgage professional
is a licensed mortgage expert
(consistently undergoing contin-
uous training), specializes in
mortgages only, partners with
several lenders to offer multiple
loan products giving you more
options, often offers lower rates
and cheaper costs due to less
overhead, and adapts to industry
changes quickly.

I have some money saved that
I'm not using. Should I put that
money in CDs, or do you have
something that is still safe, but
could earn a higher rate?

If that money is your only
emergency fund, you probably
want to leave some of that mon-
ey there.  If you want safe, tax-
advantaged savings for future use,
and/or to leave to heirs, then I
would recommend moving some
of that money elsewhere.  If suit-
able for you, consider a fixed-

indexed annuity, or a fixed-in-
dexed universal life insurance
policy.

I read an article the other
day that said if you have an ad-
justable rate mortgage you
could be in for a huge adjust-
ment because the Feds will be
raising rates.  Can you look over
my adjustable mortgage loan
paperwork and explain it to
me?

Yes. Scan your document(s)
and attach it to an email to me and
I'll look it over, and explain it to
you so that you can make an in-
formed decision, rather than an
emotional one, on whether it's
best to refinance or not. This is a
free service. If you cannot scan,
send me an email and I'll reply
with my address so you can send
me a copy of your document(s).
Meanwhile, rest assured that
most adjustable rate mortgages
protect the borrower from huge
adjustments through "caps"-the
maximum amount of each ad-
justment. Years ago, adjustable
rate mortgages didn't have "caps"
so the borrower could be
shocked by ridiculously large
adjustments.

Ask Julia by email:
juliayoder@yahoo.com

This is your opportunity to
simplify your life by having one
professional working personally
with you to coordinate your fi-
nances, investments, real estate,
mortgage, insurance, retirement,
and estate plans. CA Insurance
0C83859/Real Estate Broker
01238153/Nat'l. Ethics Assoc./
Accident-Medical-Dental dis-
count plans:
CalStarBenefits.com/28485

gress, as the youngest woman
ever elected to that honorable
body, AOC actually said, "The
world is going to end in 12
years," unless we re-invent our
way of living, from scratch.

Maybe she should read some
history books or listen to some
of us old codgers who have en-
dured worse scares. Instead, she
parrots the fears of a generation
that has grown up with warnings
of worst-case scenarios of glo-
bal warming (now called "climate
change" to cover all possible out-
comes). Scary videos have con-
vinced an army of youthful non-
scientists that we are about to die,
but these radical fears are not
new.

Shortly after I graduated from
college in 1968, a slew of books
came out warning of similar
Apocalypses: In 1968, the broth-
ers William and Paul Paddock
wrote a book called "Famine
1975," in which they said that it
was impossible for food produc-
tion to keep up with population
growth. In 1968, Paul Ehrlich
published "The Population
Bomb," in which he opened by
saying, "The battle to feed hu-
manity is over. In the 1970s and
1980s, hundreds of millions of
people will starve to death," leav-
ing "only 22.6 million starved
Americans alive in 1990."

In that era, the "Coming Ice
Age" was considered more of a
risk than global warming, since
the planet had actually cooled
slightly between 1940 and 1975.
Cal-Davis professor Kenneth
Watt warned about a pending Ice
Age.

Is today really "the most divid-
ed" America has ever been? We
obsess over a minor face-off be-
tween a Kentucky high school
boy and a Native American in
Washington DC. For comparison,
in 1969 Indian demonstrators
took over the former federal pris-
on on Alcatraz Island in San Fran-
cisco Bay and stayed there for 19
months, declaring it their own
sovereign nation.

President Trump only mocks
the press and its "fake news," but
President Richard Nixon com-
piled an "enemies list" of his
press tormenters and had them
audited. He also used VP Spiro
Agnew as his attack dog. Agnew
called the press "impudent snobs"
and "nattering nabobs of negativ-
ism."

All through this, the U.S.
economy kept growing, with the
GDP reaching $1 trillion for the
first time in history. The Boeing
747 made its debut, and the U.S.
made two round trips to the moon
- Apollos 11 and 12 - all in 1969.
The Federal Budget was balanced
under Nixon for the last time,
until 30 years later, in 1999.

We can focus on all the bad
news, or we can look at the
progress mankind is continuous-
ly generating. Likewise, we can
plot historic trends into the fu-
ture using inaccurate static
(straight-line) projections of
past trends to create computer-
ized models of doom. However,
these flawed approaches have not
worked well in the past, nor
should they be expected to reveal
the future accurately today. Man-
kind's tendency to worry about
imagined problems, while seek-
ing solutions for same, appears
to have something to do with all
of the negative reporting recent-
ly. Or, could it just be the nega-
tive politics?

LIVE LOCAL, SHOP LO-
CAL - THIS IS THE TIME
OUR MERCHANTS NEED US

I welcome your questions and
c o m m e n t s :
kenherman46@hotmail.com

flers; direct-fit or universal.  A
direct-fit muffler doesn't require
modifications.  A repair shop just
has to line it up and bolt it on.
They are, however, not readily
available for all vehicles.

A universal muffler is easy to
find and usually requires some
modifications.  This is done by
lengthening or shortening pipes
or even replacing them.  New
hangers are a must to keep the
new equipment from rattling.
Thankfully these modifications

are not difficult or expensive;
they just take more time.  If you
are replacing a direct-fit muffler
with a universal muffler, don't
expect it to muffle the noise as
well as the direct-fit.  It will be
acceptable, but different.

It is hard to imagine the noise
level if we didn't have mufflers
on our vehicles!  If yours needs
replacing, just give us a call.  The
sound of silence can be golden.

Certified Auto Specialists: the
friendlier and more helpful auto
shop! Feel free to call 626-963-
0814 with any questions and we
will be glad to help, or visit our
website at CertifiedAutoCa.com.

Hometown Service You Can
Count On!

SACRAMENTO – The Cali-
fornia Department of Tax and Fee
Administration (CDTFA) has no-
tified seller’s permit holders that
new sales and use tax rates will
take effect beginning April 1,
2019. The new rates are the re-
sult of voter-approved initiatives.

New Sales and Use Tax
Rates Effective April 1

To find the correct rate for
your home or business location,
visit www.cdtfa.ca.gov and click
the Tax & Fee Rates button.
Please note that the new rates
will not be available online until
April 1, 2019, when they take
effect.

COVINA - On Thursday
March 28 at 11:00 am, the
Friendship Garden Club will
hold a plant sale prior to their
regular business meeting.  This
month’s guest speaker, Don Del-
ano, Chief Horticulturist at the
Fairplex, will speak on spring
planting.  Club members will pro-
vide a homemade tea following
Mr. Delano’s presentation.  The
Club meets at the Covina Wom-
an’s Club, 128 S. San Jose, Cov-
ina.  The plant sale, meeting and
tea are open to the public and all
interested parties are welcome to
attend.  For more information,
please call 626-422-7904.

Garden Club
Plant Sale

SAN DIMAS – A professor,
college student and drama
teacher gave the winning
speeches at the latest meeting
of a local Toastmasters Club.

Jon Phillips, a Cal Poly
Pomona professor, was named
the best speaker at the “Toast
to the Best” Toastmaster Club
5880’s meeting on March 7 in
San Dimas. Phillips gave a
speech about the pursuing doc-
toral degrees.

Eric Wild, a Cal Poly
Pomona student, was the win-
ner of the table topics section
of the meeting, which chal-
lenges participants in im-
promptu speaking.

Drama teacher Peter
Romero was chosen the best
evaluator for his evaluation of
Art Douglas’ speech.

Watson to Compete in Di-
vision Contest

Club President Rich Watson
will compete in the Division A
speech contest on April 6.
Watson finished 2nd in the area
competition on March 2, but

Toastmasters Sharpen
Public Speaking Skills

From left to right, Eric Wild, Jon Phillips, and Peter Romero were
the winners at the Toast to the Best Toastmaster Club 5880 meeting
on March 7 in San Dimas.
advanced to the division level
because the winner is unable
to participate. The Division A
Contest is from 8:30 a.m. to
noon, at the Health Science
Center, 450 East 2nd St. in
Pomona.

District Celebration Com-
ing Up

The District 12 Toastmasters
will hold a celebration on

March 30. Details to come.
Check the District 12 website
at https://
www.d12toastmasters.org.

“Toast to the Best” is open
to all who are interested in im-
proving their public speaking or
leadership skills. The Toastmas-
ter club meets at 7 p.m., every
first, third, and fifth Thursdays
in the Parish Hall at Faith
Lutheran Church, 505 E.
Bonita Ave., San Dimas. For
more information, visit https://
5880.toastmastersclubs.org/,
email info@toasttothebest.org,
or call 951-505-0555.
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Around the Valley & Senior News
VALLEY/SENIOR NEWS

AZUSA
Volunteer Drivers
Needed

Do you have some extra time
to spare? Are you a good driver?
The Azusa Senior Center has a
great volunteer opportunity for
you! The Azusa Senior Center is
currently recruiting volunteer
drivers to deliver lunches to our
homebound seniors in the city of
Azusa between the hours of
10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. If you
are interested, please contact
Lynda Prewitt for more informa-
tion at (626) 812-5204, ext.
5303.
TOPS Meeting

Wanted: Men and Women who
want to lose weight.  TOPS ( Take
Off Pounds Sensibly) is a non-
profit group that encourages men
and women to lose weighy.
TOPS is a hands on, Pounds Off
approach to weight loss. No
Quick Fixes, just helpful infor-
mation you need to reach your
weight loss goal.  We offer the
latest nutrition, fitness and medi-
cal information. We also have
information on on the latest Dia-
betes resoaurces. Motivational
stories  from  successful TOPS
members. Our meetings are ev-
ery Thursday at 9:30am to
11:00am at Azusa  Memorial
Park at 320 N Orange.  For more
information please call 626-967-
8829

ARCADIAARCADIAARCADIAARCADIAARCADIA
Spring Fling - 70s
Dance Party

Come join us for a far out 70's
dance party and enjoy good food,
get your boogie on to live music
by Stone Soul's vocalist, Mat-
thew Grey, enjoy the photo
booth, dessert bar, raffle and
more! The Spring Fling will be
held on Friday, April 5, from
4:30-7pm at the Arcadia Commu-
nity Center - 365 Campus Drive.
Tickets are $13 and are for sale
now both online at arcadiaca.gov/
recreation and in person at the
Arcadia Community Center.
Don't wait to purchase your tick-
et for this groovy dance party! If
you are interested in attending or
for additional information,
please call Arcadia Senior Ser-
vices at 626.574.5130.
Annual Bookmark
Contest at Library

Every spring children ages 3
to 14 can enter the Arcadia Pub-
lic Library’s annual Bookmark
Contest. The winning design will
be part of this year’s Summer @
Your Library program. Is your
child a budding artist? Pick up an
entry form from the Jerry Broad-
well Children’s Room at Arcadia
Public Library: all entries are due
before 5:30 p.m. on Saturday,
April 13.

For more information, please
call 626.821.5566 or visit the
Arcadia Public Library’s website
at www.ArcadiaCA.gov/library.
The Arcadia Public Library is lo-
cated at 20 W. Duarte Rd., Arca-
dia. The Library is open Monday
through Thursday, 10:00 a.m. un-
til 9:00 p.m. and Friday and Sat-
urday, 10:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.
Instructors Needed

Do you have a talent you want
to share or have a love for teach-
ing? The City of Arcadia is always
looking for quality, dedicated in-
structors to offer a variety of pro-
grams to residents and surround-
ing communities. The best con-
tract instructor candidates are
individuals who combine a sin-
cere interest in community ser-
vice with a desire to supplement
their existing income. Go to
www.ArcadiaCA.gov/recreation

for the Prospective Instructor
Application or call the Recre-
ation Office for more informa-
tion.
Arcadia Senior Card
Club Looking For New
Members

The Arcadia Senior Card Club
is accepting new members.
Arcadia residency is not re-
quired. Play contract bridge or
pinochle. The group meets at the
Assistance League Community
House, 100 So. Santa Anita Av-
enue every Monday from 9:00
AM to 3:00 PM. Lunch is pro-
vided for a nominal fee or bring
your own lunch.

The group is open to men and
women 50 or older. The annual
dues are $5.00. For more infor-
mation call 626-281-6771.
BALDWIN PARK

Autry Museum of the
American West

Discover the art, history, and
cultures of the American West on
Wednesday, April 3, 2019 from
9:00 am – 5:00 pm! Located in
Los Angeles' beautiful Griffith
Park, the Autry features world-
class galleries filled with Native
American art and artifacts, film
memorabilia, historic firearms,
paintings, and more. The Autry's
collection of more than 500,000
pieces of art and artifacts in-
cludes the Southwest Museum of
the American Indian Collection,
one of the largest and most sig-
nificant collections of Native
American materials in the Unit-
ed States. We will also be stop-
ping by Sizzler’s for lunch. Meals
not included. Tickets are $15 for
Baldwin Park Residents and $20
for Non-Residents. For more in-
formation, please visit the Julia
McNeill Senior Center or call
(626) 813-5245, Ext. 323
Tanaka Farms
Strawberry Tour in
Irvine

Join us on Thursday, April 11,
from 9:30 am -4:30 pm as we
take a one hour long wagon ride
around the Tanaka Farms. Learn
about the farming methods and
history of our farm from your
friendly tour guide. You will see
how fruits and vegetables grow!
Throughout the tour, you will
sample several seasonal fruits
and vegetables. The last stop on
this tour is in the strawberry
patch where you can pick and eat
strawberries!  Everyone will take
home a one pound basket of
strawberries! We will also be
stopping by the Irvine Spectrum
Center, an outdoor shopping cen-
ter with over 130 stores and 35
restaurants for shopping and din-
ing. Meals not included. Limited
Tickets! Tickets are $20 for Bald-
win Park Residents and $25 for
Non-Residents. For more infor-
mation, please visit the Julia Mc-
Neill Senior Center or call (626)
813-5245, Ext. 323
Carlsbald Flower
Fields and Carlsbad
Premium Outlets

We will  be heading to The
Flower Fields in Carlsbad Cali-
fornia on Saturday, April 20,
2019 from 9:00 am -5:00 pm.
The Flower Fields is a spectacu-
lar event that bursts into a rain-
bow of color every spring. Enjoy
50-acres of beautiful ranunculus
flowers that cover a hillside
overlooking the Pacific Ocean.
Navigate through the pathways of
a sweet pea maze and spend some
time on a tractor-pulled wagon
ride (included with admission).
Musical guest Swingergy will be
playing all your favorite Jazz
standards in many styles. Gypsy

Jazz, Swing Jazz, Traditional Jazz,
and more! There is a picnic area
for you to enjoy if you decide to
bring your own lunch. We will
also be heading to the Carslbad
Premium Outlets, which features
90 stores in an attractive outdoor
village setting. Limited Tickets!
Meals not included. Tickets are
$40 for Baldwin Park Residents
and $45 for Non-Residents. For
more information, please visit
the Julia McNeill Senior Center
or call (626) 813-5245, Ext. 323
McNeill Fitness
Program

A challenging but accessible
workout regimen, which includes
basic calisthenics, arm workouts,
legs and torso, and a steady run/
walk around Morgan Park. Nutri-
tional guidance is also offered.
Eating well and exercising will
not only improve your overall
health, but also improves your
mood and energy levels. Group
meets in senior center dining hall
Monday through Thursday from
8:00am – 9:00am. This class is
free to participate. For more in-
formation on the class or regis-
tering, please visit the Julia Mc-
Neill Senior Center or call (626)
813-5245, Ext. 323

COVINA
BUNCO!

The City of Covina Parks &
Recreation Department is host-
ing BUNCO at the Covina Senior
Center (temporarily located at
Lark Ellen Elementary School,
4555 N. Lark Ellen Ave., Covi-
na) on the 2nd and 4th Thursday
of each month, 1-3 p.m.  The cost
is $2. For more information, call
(626) 384-5380.
Indoor Chair Beach
Volleyball

The City of Covina Parks &
Recreation Department hosts
“Indoor Chair Beach Volleyball”
at the Covina Senior Center
(Temporarily located at Lark
Ellen Elementary School, 4555
N. Lark Ellen Ave., Covina) on
Thursdays, 1:30-2:30 p.m. For
more information, call (626)
384-5380.

DUARTE
Duarte Museum
Needs Docents

It’s fun and educational!  Vol-
unteer to serve as a docent at the
Duarte Historical Museum in
Encanto Park.  You will serve
about every other month on a
Wednesday (1-3 p.m.) or Satur-
day (1-4 p.m.) with a seasoned
docent who will train you.  Greet
visitors, show them around the
museum and learn about local
history.  Training sessions are
available.  Call Claudia at (626)
358-0329 for more information.
Blood Pressure
Checks

Health Care Partners will pro-
vide a medical assistant to do
free blood pressure checks. No
appointment needed. Every 2nd
Tuesday of every month from
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  For more
information call the Senior Cen-
ter at (626) 357-3513.
Meals on Wheels

Eligible seniors can receive a
hot lunch and cold dinner plate
delivered each weekday, or seven
frozen meals delivered once a
week by YWCA Intervale Senior
Services. For more information,
please contact the Duarte Senior
Center at 357-3513 or Intervale
at (626) 214-9465.
Senior Lunch

The Senior Center serves hot
lunches Monday through Friday
to individuals over 60 years, or
the spouse of someone over age
60, and must check in by 11:45
a.m. for lunch. Reservations are
requested by calling 357-3513,
24 hours in advance, and 48
hours, in advance, for a choice

day. The suggested donation is
$3. The Duarte Senior Center is
located at 1610 Huntington
Drive.
Alzheimer's Safe
Return Registration

Safe return is a service of the
Alzheimer's Association to help
identify, locate and return
Alzheimer's victims who wander
and become lost. The one time
registration includes identifica-
tion items, preventative informa-
tion, membership in the
Alzheimer's Association, and par-
ticipation in a nationwide search
system. Call the Duarte Senior
Center at 357-3513 for an ap-
pointment.
Volunteering Does
Your Heart Good!

The Duarte Senior Center is
always in need of volunteers. If
you would like to give back to the
community, please consider be-
ing a Senior Center volunteer.
For more information call 357-
3513.

GLENDORA
Benefit For The
Glendora Museum

GLENDORA - Come togeth-
er and celebrate Glendora’s rich
history! Join us for an evening of
history, music, cocktails, and din-
ner. Help to preserve the collec-
tions of our region. Your support
will aid the Society to continue
its stewardship of our history.
The museum is one of the city's
landmark structures and provides
a valuable community and educa-
tional resource. A Night At The
Museum will be on Saturday,
April 13, from 6:00pm - 9:00pm
at the Glendora City Museum,
314 N Glendora Ave, Glendora.
Tickets are available at
www.aNightatTheMuseum-
GHS.eventbrite.com
Glendora After
Stroke Center

A non-fee program for stroke
survivors and their families.  This
supportive program offers re-
learning (reading, writing,
speech), caregiver support, cur-
rent events, card games, snacks,
resocialization, exercise, music,
speakers, day field trips, and
stroke support. For more infor-
mation, please call Sonia
Schupbach at (626) 963-6186.
The program is Wednesdays
8:30 a.m - 12:00 pm.
Cars 4 the Community

Glendora Rotary has a new and
exciting vehicle donation pro-
gram, called Cars 4 the Commu-
nity. We are asking for your old
car, boat, motorcycle or RV, run-
ning or not, be donated and re-
ceive a 100% tax deduction for
the proceeds. This program helps
our schools, community, coun-
try and the world. Call 626-963-
0814 for more information.
Instructors Needed At
The La Fetra Center

The City of Glendora's La Fe-
tra Center is looking for new
class instructors! We are seek-
ing out instructors to teach the
following: Cooking classes,
Spanish lessons, and American
Sign Language (ASL) classes.
Share your talents with your
peers!  If you would like more
information on teaching a class
at the La Fetra Center contact
Jennelle Markel at (626)9148-
8235, or email at
jmarkel@ci.glendora.ca.us.

LA VERNE
Get About
Transportation

Get About provides transpor-
tation for seniors aged 60+ and
disabled residents of Claremont,
La Verne, Pomona, and San Di-
mas. The door-to-door service
can be used for shopping, doc-
tor’s appointments, church, se-
nior nutrition sites and many oth-
er locations within the four cit-
ies. The service operates seven
days a week and membership is
free. To Register: (909) 621-
9900. To Schedule a ride: (909)
596-5964. For more informa-

tion, contact Abby Nuyda at
909.621.9900, Extension 228.

MONROVIA
Senior Blood
Pressure Screenings

The Department of Commu-
nity Services invites active adults
and seniors, 50 years and older,
to attend a monthly blood pres-
sure screening. The free program
is hosted by Methodist Hospital.
The program is designed to de-
tect high blood pressure. For ad-
ditional information, please con-
tact the Department of Commu-
nity Services at (626) 256-8246.

Blood Pressure Screenings is
at the Community Center, 119
West Palm Avenue on the Second
Tuesday of the month from 9:15
a.m. - 10:15 a.m. and on the
Fourth Wednesday of the
month from 9:00am - 10:00am
Caring Crafters

If you have an interest in knit-
ting, crocheting and hand work or
would like to learn, join us at the
Monrovia Community Center
every Wednesday. The Friendly
Crafters is a social group that
meets every Wednesday from
12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. and is
designed to foster friendships and
provide social opportunities
while crocheting and knitting.
The group always welcomes new
participants to teach and share
new ideas! This free program is
offered to all Seniors and Active
Adults! Crafters meet every
Wednesday from 12:00 p.m. -
3:00 p.m. at the Monrovia Com-
munity Center.
Senior Stretch &
Exercise Class

Stretching is essential for our
bodies. The Department of Com-
munity Services invites seniors
to join our weekly senior
stretching and exercise class. The
class includes stretching tech-
niques geared toward seniors
over 50, though the class is great
for anyone in need of a good rou-
tine. Movement increases range
of motion, relaxation, and de-
creases risk of injury. Partici-
pants should wear comfortable
clothing and shoes. Bring a towel
and bottled water. For additional
information, please contact the
Department of Community Ser-
vices at (626) 256-8246.

Classes are at the Community
Center, 119 West Palm Avenue
on Mondays from 1:00 p.m. -
2:00 p.m. and Fridays from 9:00
a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Fee: $2 per
class.

SAN DIMAS
San Dimas
Toastmasters Club

The San Dimas chapter of
Toastmasters International, Toast
To The Best Club, Club # 5880
meets every 1st and 3rd Thurs-
day from 7PM to 8:45 PM.
Learn to motivate and lead. Chal-
lenge yourself with Toastmaster's
proven education programs. Let
us help you grow your strengths
and accomplish your goals.  Be-
come a better speaker and learn
to communicate with confi-
dence.  Learn these skills and

more in a supportive, self-paced,
fun atmosphere. Meets at the
Faith Lutheran Church, Parish
Hall, 505 E Bonita Ave. Contact
Art Douglas at (951) 505-0555.

WEST COVINA
Annual Flower Show

The Friendship Garden Club of
West Covina is hosting their 70th
annual Flower Show on Tuesday,
April 2 from 1:00 until 6:00 pm.
The show will be held in the Cov-
ina Woman’s Club, 128 S. San
Jose Avenue in Covina.  This an-
nual event highlights the creative
talents of the Club's members in
formal arrangements based on
the style of artist and designer,
Norman Edwards.  The show also
includes informal arrangements,
miniatures, potted plants, and flo-
ral specimens some of which in-
clude roses, perennials and annu-
als.  The event is free to the pub-
lic and includes refreshments.
There is ample parking.  If you
would like additional informa-
tion, please contact the Show
Chairman at 626-483-0161.
TOPS Meeting

TOPS (Take Pounds Off Sen-
sibly) meets every Thursday at
6 pm at the West Covina Senior
Center, 2501 E. Cortez St in the
classroom building. The weight
loss group seeks members who
wish to lose weight and maintain
a healthy lifestyle. Meetings last
until about 7:30 and the first
meeting is free. Visitors are al-
ways welcome. Come for support
with your weight loss journey.
You can do it! For more informa-
tion, contact Erika Hernandez
626-384-0502 or email:
ehernandez57@aol.com
Go West
Shuttle Service

The Go West Shuttle service
consists of three alignments
(Red, Blue, and Green) that serve
destinations throughout the city
including Plaza West Covina,
Eastland Shopping Center,
Heights Shopping Center, West
Covina Civic Center, West
Covina Senior Center, Cameron
Community Center, and many
more. For questions on the loca-
tion of shuttle stops, assistance
in locating the stop closest to
you, and route schedules please
call (800) 425-5777. The fixed-
route service operates Monday
through Friday from 6:30 a.m. to
7:00 p.m.   The fare is only $1.00
each way. No Service on Holi-
days.
Senior Lunch

The West Covina Senior Cen-
ter has an award-winning lunch
program that provides a daily
lunch service for seniors, Mon-
day through Friday at 11:30 a.m.
The lunch program is funded in
part by the Los Angeles County
Area Agency on Aging.

There is a suggested lunch do-
nation of $2.00 for those 60
years and older. Persons younger
than 60 years old pay $4.00, and
persons with disabilities younger
than 60 years pay $3.00. West
Covina Senior Citizens Center is
at 2501 East Cortez Street.

Believe me...
  your weed is my flower..

Upcoming Event?
Let us know at

SGExaminer@aol.com
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By George Ogden
WEST COVINA - Con-

gratulations to Lt. Pat
Benschop who is retiring from
the West Covina Police Depart-
ment. His final roll call was
Monday, March 11 and he
leaves the department after 30
years of public service, and 23
of them with the WCPD.

Benschop was well liked
and was great with the com-

West Covina Police
Lt. Benschop Retires

Lt. Pat Benschop retires from the West Covina Police Department

munity.  When dealt with
youthful offenders he always
made an effort to point them
in the right direction. He will
be missed by the department.

However, this doesn't end
his career with law enforce-
ment.  He plans to move on
with a specialty field with a dif-
ferent agency.  He had a great
send-off on his last day and his
last 10-7 and signing off.

By Joan Hallidy
GLENDORA - "Mardi Gras

on the Avenue" will be the theme
for the Glendora Woman's Club's
Annual Fashion Show and lun-
cheon set for Tuesday, April 9.
The event will be held at the
club's ballroom at 424 N.
Glendora Avenue in Glendora,
said Fashion Show co- chairs
Carolyn Cunningham and Joy
Martau.

The social hour will begin at
11 a.m., followed by the catered
luncheon at noon served by
Cambria Catering.

Featured at the Fashion Show
will be a selection of contempo-

Glendora Woman's Club To
Present "Mardi Gras On
The Avenue" Fashion Show

Glendora Woman's Club Fashion Show committee members, from
left, co-president Joy Martau, reservations chair Chris Ohrmund,
and co-president Carolyn Cunningham display the show's flyer,
an opportunity basket and Tickets, and the colorful masks for the
Mardi Gras on The Avenue"  Fashion Show set for April 9th at the
Glendora Woman's Club Ballroom. Photo by Rose Myers.

rary casual fashions and accesso-
ries that will be presented by One
The Avenue Boutique in
Glendora, with commentary by
Patti Clow. Clubmembers will
serve as models and will be es-
corted by the Rev. Luff Johnson,
according to Helen Storland,
model coordinator.

Greeting guests as they arrive
will be Steven B. Flowers, vice
president of the Glendora His-
torical Society, with the Josh
Elmore and Friends group pro-
viding the music for the event.

In keeping with the Mardi Gras
theme, table centerpieces will be
arranged by Loretta Salazar and
Susan Lepkojus with Margaux
Viera creating the colorful Fash-
ion Show flyers.

Included at the Fashion show
will be door prizes and drawings
for the opportunity baskets that
will be on display, said commit-
tee members.

Helping to publicize the club's
Fashion Show on April 9 with be
the club's banners display across
Glendora Avenue, beginning the
second week of March.

Funds raised from the Annual
Show help support the club's phil-
anthropic activities and commu-
nity service projects said club
co-presidents Mrs. Martau and
Mrs. Cunningham.

To purchase Fashion Show
tickets at $40 per person by the
reservation deadline of April 1,
call Chris at 909-598-0554

ARCADIA - Are you interest-
ed in meeting new people, mak-
ing new friends, exploring well-
known landmarks, and enjoying
new activities?  Newcomers and
Friends of San Gabriel Valley, a
social club, invites local women
to attend their next general meet-
ing.

On April 3, at 10:00 am, New-
comers and Friends of SGV’s
“meet-and-greet” coffee will be
held in Jordan Hall at Church of
the Good Shepherd, 400 West
Duarte Road, in Arcadia.

This general meeting is a great
way to meet the members of
Newcomers and Friends and
learn about the club's wide vari-
ety of daytime, weekday, fun ac-
tivities.  Anyone interested in
joining is welcome to attend.  You
can bring a friend along or just
come and meet your future
friends!

Newcomers and Friends is a
friendly, caring group of women
of diverse ages.  This group cur-
rently has 132 members of vari-
ous backgrounds and has existed
since 1965.

To learn more about Newcom-
ers and Friends of San Gabriel
Valley, contact them via email at
sgvnewcomers@gmail.com or
visit them online at
www.sgvnewcomers.com

Newcomers
and Friends
Invites
Residents to
General
Meeting

To Advertise In
The San Gabriel Valley Examiner

CALL 626-852-3374
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• Official Police Tow
• We Haul Junk and
  Abandoned Vehicles
• Auto Lockouts
• Lien Sale Auctions

24 Hour Towing... 7 Days A Week

www.janstowing.com

Property Owners Have Rights!

Upon your direction, we will remove vehicles from
your property in a non-confrontational manner, while

following all state and local laws.

- Free Code Enforcement Signs-
Private Property Impounds (PPI)

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
Mini-Malls • Shopping Centers

Restaurants & Fast Food

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY
Apartment Complexes

Condominiums • Townhomes

134 N. Valencia, Glendora
1045 W. Kirkwall, Azusa

Emergency Hotline Call (626)357-3220

A High Quality Battery Delivered
and Installed 24 Hours a Day!!

Now Hiring
Drivers

Community Articles Are Welcome
We are seeking articles, photos, and news event
items for future issues of the San Gabriel Valley
Examiner. Information can be sent to
SGExaminer@aol.com. Articles should be in
Word format while photos should be in jpeg.
Articles should be in good taste.

AZUSA - Crowds gathered in
front of Azusa Pacific Universi-
ty's Community Counseling Cen-
ter to commemorate 30 years of
service.  Providers from across
San Gabriel Valley showed their
support by attending an Open
House celebration on the after-
noon of Wednesday, March 13,
2019.  More than 100 attendees
from four cities came together
for the event.  In attendance were
APU's Provost Dr. Mark Stanton;
APU's Associate Dean of School
of Behavioral & Applied Scienc-
es Dr. Rukshan Fernando; Azusa
Police Chief Steve Hunt and
Glendora Police representative
Renita Ulloa; Azusa Mayor Jo-
seph Rocha; Mayor Pro-temp
Robert Gonzales; Council Mem-
ber Edward Alvarez; Duarte
Councilwoman Liz Reilly; Glen-
dora Mayor Mendell Thompson.
Also, in attendance was the Azusa
Unified School District Superin-
tendent, Linda Kaminski, three

APU Community Counseling Center
Recognized for 30 Years of Service

Azusa Mayor Joe Rocha with Azusa Council Member Edward
Alvarez, Sally Mansour, Executive Director, Community Counsel-
ing Center (APU), Gabriela Arellanes, MSW Intern (APU).
Assistant- Superintendents, sev-
eral school Principals, and AUSD
School Board Members Yolanda
Peña, Adrian Greer, and Gabriela
Arellanes. Other Unified School
Board Members in attendance

were Dr. Rukshan Fernando from
Glendora and Reyna Diaz from
Duarte.  The Center received cer-
tificates of recognition from the
offices of Congresswoman
Grace Napolitano, Barbara Dick-
erson; Senator Susan Rubio, Ed-
ward Barrera; Supervisor Hilda
Solis, Eva Thiel-Maiz presented
the Center with certificates of
recognition.  The overwhelming
support set a tone of hope, well-
ness, and collaboration for the
rest of the celebration.

Executive Director, Sally
Mansour, welcomed stakehold-
ers from Glendora, Azusa, Covi-
na, and Duarte with a history of
the center and future vision.  Es-
tablished in 1989 by APU's De-
partment of Graduate Psycholo-
gy, the Center began as a training
and counseling site.  In 1995 the
Center was known as The Family
Counseling Center; in 2000 The
Child and Family Development
Center.  Soon after, its name was
changed to APU's Community
Counseling Center.  The clinic
lives up to its name today by hav-
ing transformed into a network of

outreach and service integration,
where 50% of services take
place in the community.  Staffed
by graduate students in APU's
School of Behavioral and Applied
Sciences, the center offers low-
cost counseling and psychologi-
cal assessments for the San Gab-
riel Valley community.  Both Dr.
Fernando and Dr. Stanton shared
that the APU CCC Clinic pro-
vides services for about 800 in-
dividuals annually.

Capping opening remarks
Mayor Joseph Rocha under-
scored the Center's much need-
ed services,   "A family that I
know personally needed coun-
seling services, APU CCC was
able to open the doors of hope
for this family… with the slid-
ing-scale provided, the family
was able to receive services, al-
lowing them to reach the help
needed for the entire family.  The
APU CCC is in here for its sur-
rounding communities, and I am
happy to celebrate 30 years of
service with them.  I hope they
keep their doors open for anoth-
er 30 years more."

The program concluded with
an invitation for partnership and
collaboration from Ms. Mansour
for future projects and events.
Doors were opened to welcome
invitees into this hidden gem
where student clinicians and lead-
ership showcased the services
provided.  Posters highlighted the
Center's story in numbers and
services offered.  Chatting over
Pieology Pizza and dessert, com-
munity providers and leaders net-
worked and shared about the
community's mental health needs
and the Center's value.

Ms. Mansour shared during the
event "What distinguishes APU's
Community Counseling Center
from other university-based sites
is that we have a very active role
in the community.  Whether in
partnership with school districts,
participation in city projects, or
collaboration with health net-
works, we have made communi-
ty wellness our priority.  We are
intentional about outreach and
have taken our services beyond
clinic walls."

Gabriela Arellanes, a master's
in social work Intern, expressed
her appreciation for the APU
CCC, "What I like about this Clin-
ic, is the loving and caring envi-
ronment that is provided for its
interns. I have learned so much
from my Field Supervisors Ken-
dra Valdez and Sally Mansour,
they both are compassionate and
knowledgeable mental health
professionals that train the in-
terns, in providing micro and
macro level services for the com-
munity. "

The event's success was
marked by representatives from
various sectors in the communi-
ty networking and engaging in
conversations about capacity
building and advancing wellbeing
in the San Gabriel Valley.
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