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LOS ANGELES COUNTY -
Out of an abundance of caution,
Los Angeles County is following
the recommendation of the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA)
and the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) to
pause the use of Johnson &
Johnson vaccine after reports
that six women between the ages
of 18 and 48 developed unusual
types of blood clots 6 to 13 days
after receiving the vaccine. This
pause will last until the FDA and
CDC complete their review,
which is expected to take sever-
al days.

Vaccine providers in Los An-
geles County will contact pa-
tients about rescheduling or pro-
viding a new appointment for
Pfizer or Moderna vaccine.

These reactions are extreme-
ly rare, as nearly 7,000,000 peo-

IRWINDALE - On Sunday,
April 11, at about 10:50 P.M.,
Irwindale police officers re-
sponded to a business in the
15700 block of Arrow Highway
regarding the report of three
subject who had just stolen the
catalytic converter from a ve-
hicle parked outside the busi-
ness. The victim was able to
provide a description of the
suspect’s vehicle, a silver 2014
Jeep Grand Cherokee, to the
dispatcher.

Irwindale Police officers lo-
cated a Jeep matching the de-
scription provided by the vic-
tim in the area of Irwindale
Avenue and 4th Street and ini-
tiated a traffic stop.  After pull-
ing to the curb, the Jeep sud-

Catalytic Converter Theft in Irwindale
Leads to Pursuit and Arrests

Officers located the victim’s catalytic converter inside the Jeep, along with various hand tools, power
saws, saw blades and a rolling car jack.

denly fled as the officers ap-
proached the vehicle.  A vehicle
pursuit then ensued, with the
suspect going south on
Irwindale Avenue from Arrow
Highway through the city of
Irwindale and into the city of
West Covina.  The vehicle
committed several unsafe traf-
fic violations during the pursuit.

The Jeep eventually collided
with three uninvolved civilian
vehicles at the intersection of
West Covina Parkway and
Sunset Avenue in the city of
West Covina.  Two of the oc-
cupants were detained by of-
ficers at the collision scene.
The third suspect ran into the
West Covina Civic Center,
where he was captured by of-

ficers from the West Covina
Police Department.

Officers located the victim’s
catalytic converter inside the
Jeep, along with various hand
tools, power saws, saw blades
and a rolling car jack.

Alfredo Paredes Ramirez,
35-years-old, Herbert Tecero,
38-years-old, and Lejoi Louise
Mims, 38-year-old, all from the
city of Los Angeles, were ar-
rested on a variety of charges,
including grand theft, posses-
sion of burglary tools and pos-

session of stolen property. The
driver, Alfredo Ramirez, was
additionally charged with
felony evading and traffic re-
lated violations.

Ramirez and Tecero were
booked at the West Covina
City Jail and Mims was taken
to a nearby hospital for minor
injuries she sustained in the
traffic collision.  Due to
COVID-19 booking restric-
tions, all three suspects were
later released with citations to
appear in court on a future date.

The West Covina Police De-
partment is investigating the
traffic collision that occurred at
the end of the pursuit.  None
of the occupants of the
uninvolved vehicles, including
two children, were injured in
the traffic collision.

Anyone with information re-
garding this incident is asked to
contact the Irwindale Police
Department's Detective Bureau
at (626) 430-2245 and refer to
Case #21-04055.

Two of the three suspects arrested for grand theft, possession of
burglary tools and possession of stolen property.

Los Angeles County Pauses Use of
Johnson & Johnson Vaccine Following
FDA and CDC Recommendation

Johnson & Johnson Vaccine
ple have received the Johnson &
Johnson vaccine in the United
States to date. People who re-
ceived the vaccine in the last 3
weeks should look for any symp-
toms of these unusual clots, in-
cluding severe headaches, ab-

dominal or leg pain, and short-
ness of breath, and contact their
medical provider if symptoms
develop. People who don't have
a medical provider can call 2-1-
1 to connect with a healthcare
provider.

GLENDORA - Sally Green
is a shining example of putting
service above self.  In the
March 29, 2020 edition of
Glendora City News Chamber
of Commerce President Joe
Cina posted a request of help
from our Glendora community.
He was answering the call from
Emanate Health (Foothill Pres-
byterian Hospital), Glendora
Oaks Behavioral Health Hos-
pital and other healthcare pro-
fessionals who were struggling
with a shortage of personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE) nec-
essary to keep our doctors and
nurses safe during the Covid
outbreak. Sally saw a need and
stepped up to the plate to help.
To date she has made and do-
nated over 1,150 homemade
masks to Foothill Presbyterian
Hospital.  Her artfully created
masks have come in many dif-
ferent fabric patterns from holi-
day-inspired designs, sports
teams and colleges to name a
few.  Sally has set a great ex-
ample of giving back and help-
ing those in need.  The
Glendora Community Coordi-
nating Council is excited to rec-
ognize Sally with April's Hu-
manitarian Award.

During these difficult months
of Covid the Glendora High
School Pep Squad, led by a
group of 10 Captains and Com-
missioners (Katie Cardenas,
Liz Delgado, Kylie Dunn, Madi
Fallon, Ella Fritz, Jordyn
Garcia, Shelby Holmes, Geor-
gia Riggs, Brooke Service and
Burke Welte) have been re-
markable and selfless in their
volunteer efforts to inspire and
encourage others through a va-
riety of virtual experiences and
videos they made for fellow
GHS students, essential work-

Glendora Community Coordinating
Council’s Youth Recognition and
Humanitarian Award Recipients

Sally Green - Humanitarian Award Recipient

Glendora High School Pep Squad - Youth Recognition Awardee
ers, GUSD staff members,
GUSD elementary school cam-
puses, GHS athletic teams and
art programs, GHS special
needs students and the larger
Glendora community.  In ad-
dition, they have held a food
drive which benefitted
Shepherd's Pantry, created a
Covid-compliant class compe-
tition activity with Action-like
similarities, tied ribbons in
downtown Glendora for Breast
Cancer Awareness and adopted
a community member with a
congenital heart defect and de-
livered a gift basket to her.
This team has worked incred-
ibly hard to continue nurturing,

spreading encouragement and
spirit to our Glendora commu-
nity.  The Glendora Commu-
nity Coordinating Council is
very honored to recognize the
special students of Glendora
High School's Pep Squad,
Captains and Commissioners
with April's Youth Recognition
Award.

The GCCC is always look-
ing for volunteers from the city
to be recognized each month.
If you have a nominee please
visit our website at
www.glendoracoordinating-
council.org for a form and con-
tact information.

DUARTE - Rev. Megan
Katerjian, Executive Director of
Door of Hope gave a program
presentation to a recent meeting
of Duarte Kiwanis Club. Door of
Hope has unique programs that
support families who are cur-
rently unsheltered and have ex-
panded their programs to help
prevent families from becoming
homeless. In a recent brain-
storming session of the Duarte
Non-Profits, homelessness was
identified as the number one is-
sue for the community. Megan
was able to share various pro-
grams provided by Door of Hope
and their remarkable success rate.
Former Door of Hope graduate,
Erika Johnson was able to share
her journey and the success her
family has had. The Duarte Club
was joined by members from
Glendora, Hacienda Heights and

Door of Hope Presentation
for Duarte Kiwanis

West Covina clubs as well as
members of their Key Clubs
from CS Arts, Duarte High
School and Mountain View High
School.

If you are interested in join-

ing the Duarte Kiwanis or pre-
senting at a future meeting,
please contact Tina Carey at
tinac51@aol.com.  The club is
currently meeting virtually
through Zoom.

A photo of the Duarte Kiwanis club meeting through Zoom.
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Although just a small part of
President Biden's budget pro-
posal for 2022, the $12 billion
that has been proposed for com-
munity college infrastructure is
impressive.

Considered by many econo-
mists, business leaders and other
experts to be the engine that
drives the economy, community
colleges are the main source of
job training programs in the U.S.
Given the rapidly changing tech-
nology of the 21st Century work-
place, state-of-the-art skills re-
quire state-of-the-art training and
the facilities and the technologi-
cal infrastructure to support it. As
the nation struggles to recover
from the COVID-19 pandemic,
this investment in the nation's
community colleges is well
timed.

More than investment in the
physical elements of reskilling
and upskilling, the proposed na-
tional funding is also an invest-
ment in American lives and fu-
tures. Think good paying jobs in
health occupations, automotive
technology, public works, heat-
ing and air conditioning, office
technology, fire science, com-
puter science and a great many
more. Much of what we have
learned about distance learning,
telecommuting and the work-
place of the future has been pio-
neered and perfected by the
nation's community colleges.

Community colleges are low
cost and open access. They offer
flexible classes, career counsel-

By Nandasiri (Nandi) Jasentuliyana
Are you worried about Covid-

19? Is the vaccine the answer, or
will it ever come back to nor-
mal? This Webinar with its vir-
tual panel of medical experts is a
unique place for you to learn the
answers to these questions.

The Sri Lanka Foundation In-
ternational has assembled a dis-
tinguished panel of medical pro-
fessionals from across the globe
to provide us the answers and in-
form us what today's scientists
have learned, what they have de-
veloped for testing and treatment,
how the vaccines work, and what
therapeutics are available. They
will share their expert knowledge
of how to view the epidemic sci-
entifically and rationally and how
individuals should adjust psycho-
logically during the epidemic.

The COVID pandemic is cer-
tainly not our first experience
with disastrous pandemics. Many
have come and gone over the cen-
turies, and we have combated
them. The worst happened in
1918, which killed an estimated
50 million people when the glo-
bal population was only 1.8 bil-
lion. At that time, the Spanish in-
fluenza pandemic lasted for two
years, occurring in three waves,
finally ending in 1920 when the
people had developed heard im-
munity though the virus never dis-
appeared. Many of us wonder
whether we are on course for a
similar situation!

The current pandemic is dif-
ferent from the pandemic of
1918 because no one knew then
what caused the disease or how
to treat it. Scientists were grop-
ing for answers where there were
none to explain the dynamics of
the virus and how it infected the
population to mitigate it. Physi-
cians were experimenting with
cures and desperately testing po-
tential vaccines that had no im-
pact. A century later, we know
that the Coronavirus causes
COVID-19. Having sequenced its
genome, we were also able to rap-
idly develop a gamut of effective
vaccines to help us rapidly reach
herd immunity.

Overall, the new Coronavirus
presents a significant threat to
global public health because it is
so contagious and leads to lethal
complications. As of the end of
March, nearly 3 million people
have died from the disease. There
have been more than 125 million
confirmed cases worldwide, ac-
cording to data collected by
Johns Hopkins University in the
United States.

A multitude of myths about the
new Coronavirus makes people
fearful and others fearless. The
medical professionals as-
sembled for this Webinar will
offer scientific evidence to dis-
pel many of those myths.

This Webinar will be moder-
ated by Dr. Deepthi Jayasekara,
Consultant Infectious Disease
Clinical Professor Western Uni-
versity, and Chief of Infectious
Disease, Emanate Health & San

$12 Billion Investment Benefits Local
Community Colleges Nationwide,
Advances Economic Recovery

Dr. Edward C. Ortell, Governing Board Member, Citrus College,
background – California State Capital, Sacramento (courtesy photo)

ing, tutoring, financial aid and a
host of other services that help
students succeed. Studies show
that students who earn a degree
or certificate from a California
community college nearly
double their earnings within three
years. And those who transfer to
state colleges and universities
obtain GPAs equal to or better
than students entering these in-
stitutions as freshmen.

These and other factors make
community colleges a tremen-
dous investment for taxpayers.

Citrus College, founded in
1915, was the first community
college in Los Angeles County
and the fifth in California. I have
been honored to serve as a gov-
erning board member for the col-
lege many years, in addition to
being a faculty member at Pasa-
dena City College. This lifelong
commitment to community col-
lege education has allowed me to
witness the transformation of

thousands of lives made possible
by community colleges, and it
inspires my continued commit-
ment each day.

April is Community College
Month, recognizing and celebrat-
ing what these quintessentially
American institutions have con-
tributed to the nation, local com-
munities and the quality of life
for their students. While the na-
tion will honor their importance
for a month, community college
alumni will experience their im-
pact for a lifetime.

About the Author:
Dr. Edward C. Ortell is the

senior governing board mem-
ber at Citrus College and a Pro-
fessor Emeritus at Pasadena
City College. He has served on
the California Community Col-
lege Trustees (CCCT) state
board of directors and 11 terms
as president of the Citrus Col-
lege Board of Trustees.

COVID-19: A World Class
Panel To Inform You About
What You Need To Know!

This Webinar will be moderated by Dr. Deepthi Jayasekara,
Consultant Infectious Disease Clinical Professor Western
University, and Chief of Infectious Disease, Emanate Health & San
Dimas Hospital.
Dimas Hospital.

The panel of doctors led by
one of the foremost authorities
on COVID-19 in the world, Dr.
Paul Holtom, Professor, Infec-
tious Disease, & Internal Medi-
cine, USC Keck School of Medi-
cine, USA, will tell you all you
need to know about the virus.
Who is susceptible to it, how can
it be transmitted? They will talk
about the clinical symptoms
when people are infected.
Whether there are any vaccines
available where you live, and
which of the available vaccines
are more effective.

Dr. Holtom will be joined by
Dr. Malik Sriyal Joseph Peiris
Professor & Chair of Virology
Public Health Laboratory Sci-
ences, Hong Kong; Dr. Ananda
Wijewickrama, Senior Consult-
ant Physician, Infectious Disease
Hospital (IDH), Sri Lanka; Pro-
fessor Suranjith Seneviratne Pro-
fessor & Consultant, Institute of
Immunity and Transplantation and
Health Services Laboratories,
London, U.K., and Dr.
Dushyantha Jayaweera, Profes-
sor Infectious Disease, Univer-
sity of Miami School of Medi-
cine & Hospital.

Day by day, we learn how to
take care of ourselves when go-

ing out during the epidemic. But
many questions remain unan-
swered. Will cured patients get
reinfected? What can you do to
protect yourself? What can you
do to get vaccinated? Can you
travel or not use a mask after you
do? How should students prepare
for campus life? Are there ways
you could collaborate with
schools or companies to prevent
and control the outbreak?

They will discuss what preven-
tive treatment measures you can
take to deal with an epidemic of
infectious diseases. What pre-
cautions you should take to pre-
vent catching a virus, appropriate
mask management and how to
boost your immunity.

This Webinar hosted by the Sri
Lanka Foundation International,
founded by Dr. Walter
Jayasinghe, based in Los Ange-
les, California.

For a safer, healthier tomor-
row, join the Webinar on Satur-
day, April 24th, at 7.00 PM
(PST), and you are sure to be well
informed on the most pressing
issue that humanity faces today.

To register, please use this
link. https://us02web.zoom.us/
w e b i n a r / r e g i s t e r /
W N _ a d M d a F 5 5 Q Q -
wB7zqD4GZOg-

By George Ogden
WEST COVINA - When both

the county and the state started
shutting down businesses to keep
people from congregating to-
gether for what they said was
Covid protection, it destroyed
many people's lives and liveli-
hood. So many small businesses
where hit, it actually caused some
of these people to commit sui-
cide.

With all this going on, the city
of West Covina decided that they
wanted out of what controlled
"them" from Los Angeles County.
At the time, Mayor Tony Wu
wanted to have their own health
department that would make rec-
ommendations and to get busi-
nesses back open again.

While this is going on, other
people were trying to figure out
how to save small businesses and

Pop-Up Goes Well for Vendors and Small
Businesses at West Covina VFW Post

From left: George Ogden, West Covina Mayor Letty Lopez-Viado, Yvonne Diaz, Carolina Martinez,
Jocelyn Farrah and West Covina USD board member, Michael Flowers.

bring them back into the commu-
nity and to revive them. Two
young ladies set a plan to do just
this. Yvonne Diaz and Carolina
Martinez, who are small business
owners as well, approached a lo-
cal VFW Post. They came on
board to help out.

A "Pop-Up" was planned and
this is like a Swap Meet type of
event where the small businesses
would come together and display
their products and merchandise
and sell what they had.  Food ven-
dors of all sorts were there to
promote their businesses as they
were hit very hard because of all
the cancelled special events like
wedding, birthdays and sweet 16
parties and so on.

The event was a huge success.
West Covina Mayor Letty Lopez-
Viado and West Covina USD

board member Michael Flowers
showed up to show their support.
They also did not leave without
making a few purchases.

The public was actually able to
come out and find their old busi-
ness friends and made some new
ones.  It looks like there may be
a plan in the future at this loca-
tion as this type of event has got-
ten very popular.
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SACRAMENTO – Diverse
groups of activists on both sides
of the aisle are warily watching
California Senate Bill 742, by
Richard Pan (D-Sacramento),
which would prohibit protests,
pickets, and demonstrations in
much of the state.  The bill, which
officially bans such protests
within 300 feet of any site
“where vaccination services are
provided” would, of course, pre-
clude a wide variety of constitu-
tionally protected activity with-
in its reach.

If pro-choice or pro-life activ-
ists want to stage an abortion-re-
lated demonstration?  All an abor-
tion clinic must do is administer
vaccines to have the protesters
arrested.  If the state government
or a corrupt city wants to ham-
per a demonstration outside the
Capitol or City Hall?  All they
need do is stage a vaccination
clinic.  If a union wishes to pick-
et unfair practices at a grocery
store?  Tough luck, if that gro-
cery store offers vaccination ser-
vices.

SACRAMENTO – Assembly-
member Chris Holden’s legisla-
tion, AB 100 that would set a lim-
it on the amount of lead leaching
from drinking water faucets and
fixtures passed the Assembly
Committee on Environmental
Safety and Toxic Materials.

“We all expect the water we
drink will keep us and our chil-
dren healthy, and not make us
sick,” said Assemblymember
Chris Holden. “This legislation
ensures that faucets and plumb-
ing fixtures sold in California
leach as little lead as possible.”

Lead is a severe neurotoxin
that damages the brains and cen-
tral nervous systems of young
children. Lead is also a carcino-

LOS ANGELES COUNTY –
Beginning April 12, Los Angeles
County residents can apply for fi-
nancial help for funeral expens-
es through the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency (FEMA)
COVID-19 Funeral Assistance
Program.

"We can never take away the
pain and suffering of those griev-
ing the loss of a loved one from
COVID-19, but in so many com-
munities already struggling to
pay for basic necessities, like
food and rent, funeral costs only
compounds that grief," said Los
Angeles County Board of Super-
visors Chair Hilda L. Solis, Su-
pervisor to the First District.
"Over the past year, too many of
our residents have had to depend
on organizing car wash fundrais-
ers, GoFundMe online cam-
paigns and food sales to come up
with the money for burial costs.
With thousands in our County
grieving from the loss of a loved
one due to COVID-19, we have a
responsibility to help provide for
a proper burial - allowing dignity
for those who have passed and
closure for their families. The

LOS ANGELES COUNTY -
As of April 9, more than
4,715,000 doses of COVID-19
vaccine have been administered
to people across Los Angeles
County. Of those vaccinated,
1,652,149 people received sec-
ond doses and 136,232 people
received the single dose Johnson
& Johnson vaccine.

As of April 6, 70.2% of L.A.
County residents 65 and older re-
ceived at least one dose of the
vaccine. In total, 37.1% of the
County's population 18 and old-
er have received at least one dose
of vaccine.

Public Health continues to
expand the number of sites offer-
ing vaccination services across
the county. As of this week, vac-
cinations are administered at 566
locations. These sites include
seven large community vaccina-
tion sites operated by the Coun-
ty, nine LA City vaccination sites,
24 hospital vaccination sites, 130
pharmacies, 199 federally quali-
fied health centers and commu-
nity clinics, and 197 additional
sites provided vaccine directly by
the federal government and the
state.

Last week, 397,430 total dos-
es were allocated to Los Ange-
les County. This allocation in-
cluded approximately 151,000
doses of the Pfizer vaccine,
128,000 doses of Moderna vac-
cine, and 118,000 doses of the
Johnson & Johnson vaccine.
With the additional doses shipped
directly by the federal govern-
ment to L.A. County providers,
vaccination sites across the
county had capacity to adminis-

LOS ANGELES COUNTY -
The Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors approved a pro-
posal by Supervisors Janice Hahn
and Holly Mitchell to address an
increase in incidents of anti-
Asian hate and violence through
the County’s existing Anti-Rac-
ism, Diversity, and Inclusion
(ARDI) Initiative and explore
creating an LA County Equity and
Diversity Fund.

“The escalation of attacks
against AAPI Americans has
been a heartbreaking reminder of
how far we have to go toward
building a society where every-
one can feel safe, accepted, and
equal,” said Supervisor Janice
Hahn. “LA County’s Anti-Racism,
Diversity, and Inclusion Initiative
was a response to the racism tar-
geted at the Black community, but
this is a framework we need to
use to help the AAPI community

First Amendment Activists Decry
“Blatantly Unconstitutional” SB742
Bill Would Prohibit Protests and Picketing in Much of the State

Those examples are not hypo-
thetical. Vaccines – from Covid
vaccines to simple flu shots – are
currently administered at diverse
locations in the state, from fam-
ily-planning clinics, to govern-
ment buildings, to grocery stores
and pharmacies.  All would be
included in the ambit of the bill.
And the penalties for violating
SB 742 are severe – up to six
months in jail.

“The temptation to use SB 742
to crack down on lawful protests
is manifest,” said Christina
Hildebrand, Founder of A Voice
for Choice Advocacy, a non-prof-
it devoted to consumer informa-
tion, medical freedom, and trans-

parency.  “All a location need do
is offer flu shots on the day of a
big protest or picket, and it can
have protesters arrested.  We saw
a summer where protesters of all
stripes, from Black Lives Matter
to Gun Rights protesters, worked
to make their feelings known to
the government, which is their
constitutionally protected right.
SB 742 would provide the gov-
ernment and corporations with
dangerous and alarming powers
to shut down protests under
threat of jail time.”

The bill is set for hearing in
the Senate “Public Safety” Com-
mittee on April 20.

You know it's going to be a bad day when your jock
itch won't stop picking on your diaper rash....

L.A. County Nears
5 Million Vaccine
Doses Administered

ter nearly 700,000 doses this
week. Next week, Public Health
is expecting to receive approxi-
mately 323,000 vaccine doses; a
decrease of 74,000 doses from
this week due to a reduced sup-
ply of Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine. This allocation includes
approximately 165,000 doses of
the Pfizer vaccine, 139,000 dos-
es of Moderna vaccine, and
20,000 doses of the Johnson &
Johnson vaccine.

Of the nearly 323,000 doses
of vaccine the County expects to
receive this week, 70% of doses
will go to sites located in the
most vulnerable communities.
Fifty-seven percent of doses are
needed for second dose appoint-
ments.

Additional doses will contin-
ue to be allocated directly from
federal partners and the state to
pharmacies, health clinics,
FEMA sites, and multi-county
entities. Together, Public Health
hopes that slightly over 500,000
doses of vaccine will be allocat-
ed to vaccination sites across the
county this week.

For information about who is
eligible for COVID-19 vaccine
in L.A. County, how to make an
appointment if it is your turn,
what verifications you will need
to show at your vaccination ap-
pointment, and much more, vis-
it: www.VaccinateLACounty.com
(English) and
www.VacunateLosAngeles.com
(Spanish). Vaccinations are al-
ways free and open to eligible
residents and workers regardless
of immigration status.

LA County Residents Can Now Access
FEMA Funeral Expense Relief
Toll-free telephone number connects those in need with financial support

FEMA Funeral Assistance Pro-
gram will provide much needed
relief for our residents and allow
them to heal."

FEMA's COVID-19 Funeral
Assistance Line is (844) 684-
6333 and (800) 462-7585 (TTY)
for individuals who are deaf or
hard of hearing.

Members of the public can
call Monday through Friday,
from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Pa-
cific Standard Time. Translators
will be available to assist callers
who do not speak English.

To be eligible for funeral as-
sistance, LA County residents
must meet three important con-
ditions established by FEMA:

• The death must have oc-
curred in the United States, in-
cluding the U.S. territories, and
the District of Columbia.

• The death certificate must
indicate the death was attributed
to COVID-19.

• The applicant must be a U.S.
citizen, non-citizen national, or
a qualified non-citizen who in-
curred funeral expenses after Jan-
uary 20, 2020.

There are no residential or le-

gal status requirements pertain-
ing to the deceased person.

Applicants may apply for mul-
tiple deceased individuals. If
multiple persons helped pay for
funeral expenses for one individ-
ual, they should apply under a sin-
gle application as applicant and
co-applicants. FEMA's financial
assistance is limited to a maxi-
mum amount of $9,000 per fu-
neral and a maximum of $35,500
per application.

If you had COVID-19 funeral
expenses, you may now apply for
FEMA funeral relief. Begin gath-
ering documentation that will be
needed, such as an official death
certificate that documents the
death was due to COVID-19 and
receipts of funeral expenses paid
by the applicant.

FEMA will not duplicate ben-
efits received from burial or fu-
neral insurance, financial assis-
tance received from voluntary
agencies, government agencies,
or other sources.

More information about this
program is available at
FEMA.gov.

County Supervisors Approve Proposal
to Address Anti-AAPI Hate, Explore
Creation of Equity and Diversity Fund

now,”
On July 21, 2020, the Los An-

geles County Board of Supervi-
sors adopted the Anti-Racism,
Diversity, and Inclusion Initiative
that guides the County’s ongoing
commitment to fighting racism
in all its forms. The initiative was
created at the height of the Black
Lives Matter movement and is
especially geared toward the rac-
ism that systematically affects
Black residents. The proposal to
be considered tomorrow directs
ARDI to convene a workgroup
including AAPI community lead-
ers to consider ways to address
the rise in Anti-AAPI hate and
incorporate those strategies into
the County’s anti-racist agenda.

“I’m proud to join Supervisor
Hahn on this important motion,”
said Supervisor Holly Mitchell.
“The rise in hate crimes against
the Asian American community

and long-standing injustices im-
pacting the Black community
and communities of color, re-
quire an sustained investment to
ending all forms of hate and sys-
temic racism. Today’s vote does
this with the potential creation of
a LA County Equity and Diversi-
ty Fund to support the necessary
research, critical data collection
and implementation of policies
to help actualize the County’s
bold anti-racist agenda.”

The motion would also ex-
plore the feasibility of launching
the LA County Equity and Diver-
sity Fund with an initial invest-
ment of $1 million. The Fund
would aim to partner with re-
search institutions to better un-
derstand, address, and end hate,
bias, discrimination, and xeno-
phobia against communities of
color.

Holden’s Legislation Aiming to Reduce
Exposure to Lead in Drinking Water
Passes First Policy Committee

gen and harms organs. Low lev-
els of lead in children cause IQ
loss, learning disabilities, behav-
ioral problems, and impaired
hearing.

Currently, consumers have no
idea when they go to a hardware
store if the faucet they buy is safe
or not. Faucets can leach lead
when they are used. Holden’s bill
would restrict the amount of lead

leaching from faucets and fix-
tures to no more than one micro-
gram, which is five times lower
than the current industry standard.

“We want to ensure that Cali-
fornians can feel comfortable
when purchasing new faucets, and
are not ingesting lead that we
know to be dangerous to our
health,” said Holden.

AZUSA - On April 5, 2021 at
approximately 12:34pm Azusa
Police Department officers re-

Barricaded Suspect
in Azusa Arrested

sponded to 500 block of East
Tenth Street, regarding a male
subject who had battered his fam-
ily. The suspect Tyler Bachert,
allegedly beat several family
members and held them against
their will. Family members were
able to escape the home and call
police for assistance, as Bachert
barricaded himself inside his res-
idence and refused to exit.

Azusa Police officers along
with mental health professionals
from the Los Angeles County
Department of Mental Health
were able to de-escalate the sit-
uation and successfully convince
Bachert to exit the residence.
Bachert attempted to flee but was
ultimately taken into custody a
short distance away.

Bachert was arrested for bat-
tery and false imprisonment and
is being held at the Azusa Police
Department Jail.
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Bullet Train: Money Grabber,
Few Good Results
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Charles H. Bayer

Time To Reflect
It’s been a long year, but we

made it through!
Sixty years ago when I still had

my gall bladder, every now and
then it would send my whole
body into terribly painful spasms,
usually at night after the wrong
meal. These attacks would last
for several hours, and then they
would ease off. There was no bet-
ter feeling than the relief I felt
that allowed me to fall asleep.
Usually the next morning I would
recall those painful hours with-
out having to relive them.

Now that the dawn has broken
and things have begun to open up,
it may be time to reflect on the
painful year through which we
have just slogged. For the 300 of
us who live in my intentional
community there is so much for
which to be thankful. But while
we were in the claws of the vi-
rus, we all complained about
something. Community life was
shattered. We could not even visit
our closest friends. We lugged
our meals home in plastic con-
tainers. Every bench on the cam-
pus has a posted sign limiting its
users to a single person. Wives
or husbands in our skilled nurs-
ing facility could not communi-
cate except through a closed set
of windows. Zoom defined what
few meetings there were. We
could not leave the campus and
no one was allowed in. We had
not seen our relatives and clos-
est friends for over a year.

While our administration had
taken a very conservative posture

My Opinion: By D. B. Shimel
Before being installed as

President of these United States,
President Elect Joseph Biden
said that he could not legislate
from the Oval Office because
'that would be a dictatorship'.
Well here we are, less than one
hundred days into his reign, and
all he has done is dictate from the
Oval Office. Bided has already
signed over sixty 'executive or-
ders' and/or Procuration's.

On Friday, the ninth of April,
Joe Biden signed an order autho-
rizing the formation of a panel of
thirty two "experts" to review
possible changes to the judicia-
ry branch of the government. The
'smoke-screen' of this panel is to
obfuscate and justify the Demo-
crats intention of packing the
Supreme Court, thus turning the
Supreme Court into a puppet of
the Socialist Democrats. Since
1870 there have been nine jurists
on the Supreme Court, a number
set by congress. Admittedly, Con-
gress can change the number of
Justices through legislative ac-
tion. FDR tried to 'pack' the court
but even then the Democrats
would not acquiesce to his pres-
idential power grab.

Earlier this week, King Biden
signed six Executive Orders re-
garding gun control. Allegedly,
his primary target was 'ghost
guns' - guns manufactured with-
out serial numbers. There are al-
ready laws on the books outlaw-
ing the sale of these weapons. He
also falsely stated that if people
purchased guns at gun shows they
do not have to undergo back-
ground checks. This assertion is
not exactly true. Most people
who purchase guns from vendors
at these venues do have to under-
go a background check. (Except
for Federal Firearms License
dealer to dealer transfers). There
is an exemption: in most states,
private citizens may transfer
ownership of a gun from one to
another without requiring a back-
ground check. However, neither
citizen may make a significant
part of their living from selling
firearms. California, of course,
has an exemption to this law.
Here in California, private citi-
zens must go through a licensed
FFL dealer to legally transfer
ownership of any gun.

Joe Biden is not yet done is-
suing unconstitutional Executive
Orders in his quest to eliminate

Thirteen years ago in 2008, the
Safe, Reliable High-Speed Pas-
senger Train Bond Act was ap-
proved by 52.62% of the voters
providing $9.95 billion in general
obligation bonds for the planning
and construction of a system
from San Diego to San Francisco
cruising along at 220 miles per
hour traversing the entire line in
just two and two-thirds hours.
Costs cut the project reducing the
route from San Francisco to Los
Angeles. $950 million of was
designated for commuter rail sys-
tem connections to the high-
speed rail system.

Initially, we were told state
costs would be about $19.4 bil-
lion, assuming 30 years to pay off
both principal of $9.95 billion
and interest of $9.5 billion. Gen-
eral obligation bond interest
costs are paid out of the general
fund and for this project would
be $647 million a year. Today,
estimates to finish the bullet train
are somewhere between $80 to
$100 billion.

The High-Speed Intercity Pas-
senger Rail Program (HSIPR)
created in 2008, was the finan-
cial incentive of a plan to build a
high-speed rail network across
the country and part of the clean
energy plan under the Obama
Administration. That program
offered grants to four states to
develop and implement new HSR
corridors, but California's plan
was the only one accepted. Re-
ceived was $3.9 billion for the
520-mile Phase 1 "bullet train"
from San Francisco to Los An-
geles with the initial 119-mile
construction to begin in the Cen-
tral Valley.

California received $3.5 bil-
lion, from the $10 billion provid-
ed by the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) to
pull us out of the recession, with
the condition it had to finish Cen-
tral Valley construction by Sep-
tember 2017. When that didn't
happen, an extension to 2022 was
given.  A new business plan was
issued June 1, 2020, but final
adoption was extended to April

15, 2021 due to COVID 19 pan-
demic. That plan estimates a new
infusion of $20 to $23 billion.

February 2019, Gov. Newsom
told Politico, "Right now, there
simply isn't a path to get from
Sacramento to San Diego, let
alone from San Francisco to LA,"
and suggested the project be can-
celled. Cancellation was quickly
rescinded when then-President
Donald Trump tweeted, "Califor-
nia officials owe the Federal
Government $3.5 billion. We
want that money back now." New-
som tweeted out Trump's tweet
was "fake news. The train is leav-
ing the station - better get on
board!"  Litigation is still pend-
ing.

Rep. Jim Costa (D-Fresno) has
re-introduced High-Speed Rail
Corridor Development Act, (HR
867) to provide $32 billion to
get high speed rail projects fund-
ing, but his main objective is to
get California's project complet-
ed. The bill was introduced a year
ago, but with Donald Trump still
president and Republicans con-
trolling the Senate, the bill end-
ed up being called "a trial run" for
this year's bill.

Costa says his bill reauthoriz-
es grant programs that gave Cali-
fornia's bullet train money back
in 2008 and 2009, will give pri-
ority to projects using "electri-
fied next-generation rail" and can
bring in a large share of non-fed-
eral funding. California's bullet
train, we are told, will run on

100% renewable energy and use
electrified trains making Califor-
nia top choice for grant money.

Sacramento Bee, reported
more than 500 pieces of proper-
ty out of about 2,300 are needed
for the construction segments in
the Central Valley from Madera
to Bakersfield. And, correctly
reported, contractors cannot
build on land the state doesn't own
yet. The CHSR Authority has re-
quested $4.1 billion in bond mon-
ey be issued to help finish the
Central Valley portion of the
project.

The Biden Harris Administra-
tion has put forth American Jobs
Plan with $80 billion of that $2.3
trillion package targeting rail
maintenance and expansion na-
tionwide.

Democrat administrations
have supported electrified high-
speed rail as part of green clean
energy programs to fix climate
change, California. Rep. David
Valadao (R-CD21) has commu-
nicated the CHSR project is "a
waste of taxpayers hard-earned
money," and written a letter to the
CHSRA about the damage done
to the small town of Wasco in his
district.

Valadao's letter says the Au-
thority was made aware as far
back as 2011of the disruption to
the homes, businesses and
Amtrak services in the City of
Wasco and suggested another
route avoiding those impacts and
impacts to low-income, minori-
ty populations. The Authority ac-
knowledged the impacts, certi-
fied the Environmental Impact
Report and proceeded with the
Preferred Alignment right
through Wasco.

To mitigate the impact of the
train on the Wasco Farm Labor
Housing Complex, the Authority
relocated residents of the 20-
acre, 100 building-compound
with 200 residential units to a
new housing development rather
than implement mitigation mea-
sures. The compound sits empty,
graffitied from gang activity.

and may have been overly cau-
tious, we cannot complain. We
have been safe. There has not
been a single death nor a virus
driven hospitalization. The few
cases we had were not severe.
And now we are 100% vaccinat-
ed.

But hold on! I have been
strengthened day after day by my
reliance on my wife Wendy. I in-
deed have been a lucky duck, but
so many others were isolated and
alone and have not yet recovered
from that lonely horror. When I
was a parish minister, at the end
of our congregational worship
service, instead of a traditional
benediction, I would often say,
“Be very kind to one another for
most of us are fighting a hard bat-
tle.” As I’d look out over the con-
gregation I knew the truth of that
observation. Mrs. G had just been
diagnosed with cancer. Mr. W had
lost his job. Mr. A’s plant had de-
clared bankruptcy. Ms. J was se-
riously depressed. Mr. S had be-
gun to realize that not only had

his memory slipped, but
was also slowly losing his

mental sharpness. J’s relation-
ship had crashed. On and on it
went, and as pastor I knew about
some those burdens.

While the pandemic has eased
for now, like yesterday’s torna-
do it has left a path of destruc-
tion. There are businesses that
will never recover and jobs that
will never come back. Young peo-
ple may have lost a whole year’s
education. Some churches will
not survive, and some relation-
ships may have dissolved. Most
of us know about someone who
has died. No shot in the arm will
diminish the pain resulting from
that devastating year.

Eliot Rosewater, the hero in
Kurt Vonnegut’s “novel, God
Bless You Mr. Rosewater” was
once asked to baptize twins born
to a very simple community girl.
He hadn’t the slightest notion
what he might do, but in a con-
versation with his wife he
said,“I’ll go over to her shack and
say, Hello babies. Welcome to
earth. It’s hot in the summer and
cold in the winter. It’s round and
wet and crowded. At the outside
babies, you’ve got about a hun-
dred years here. There’s only one
rule that I know of babies. God
damn it, you’ve got to be kind”

That’s it. This year and every
year, in the midst of a pandemic
or out of it, there’s just one rule,
you’ve got to be kind.

Contact Charles Bayer at
candwbayer@verizon.net

Another Week In The Dictatorial
Reign Of 'King' Joseph Biden!

the Second Amendment. Biden is
planning to issue other Executive
Orders regulating 'assault weap-
ons'.  Further, he announced that
he intends to have pistols with a
forward hand grip labeled 'short
rifles' and have congress write
laws outlawing these weapons.

If you are a legal gun owner,
you should be concerned because
soon agents of the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms (ATF), at
Biden's direction, may be com-
ing for you and your guns. Of
note - Some states have issued
laws preventing their law en-
forcement officers from enforc-
ing these Presidential gun-grabs.
King Biden recently stated that
the 'Amendments are not abso-
lute.' Meaning that he believes
that he can override the Consti-
tution with an Executive Order.

 'The border situation' as the
Biden administration has de-
clared it to be, is a state of cri-
sis. In March alone an estimated
110,000 people crossed into our
nation as un-invited trespassers.
Custom's and Border Protection
(CBP) personnel cannot estimate
the number of trespassers who
have not been apprehended. Hun-
dreds of criminals have been de-
tained including child molesters
and other felons. Recently, two
people on the international ter-
rorist watch list were detained by
CBP agents. How many MS13
gang members and other terror-
ists have eluded capture? Thou-
sands of children are held in re-
tention facilities - these same
facilities that Democrats and
their sycophants called "cages"
during the Trump Administration

- awaiting dispensation of their
fate.

The 'Border czar" (President in
waiting) Kamila Harris, has not
even seen fit to visit the border.
Could it be, she is too busy play-
ing watchdog over the person she
plans on replacing?

Of course Biden blames the
entire 'border situation' on
Trump. Trump should have fore-
seen this 'Biden surge' and built
more facilities to house these
thousands of unaccompanied mi-
nors.

How many Americans citizens
will have to lose their jobs or die
at the hands of these future Dem-
ocrats before America wakes up?

Let us not forget Biden's alle-
gations about the updated Geor-
gia voting regulations as 'Jim
Crow on steroids'. These assaults
stem from only one issue. Any
action that attempts to usurp the
House of Representatives HR 1
- a monstrosity that legalizes vot-
er fraud - must be stopped. How
dare any state attempt to pass a
law that exercises powers grant-
ed to the states by the Constitu-
tion (See Article I Section 4)?
Any usurping of Democrat au-
thority must be vilified by play-
ing the 'race card'.

Does 'King' Biden really be-
lieve that having to show a valid
ID to register to vote compares
to the atrocity of "Separate but
Equal"?  Apparently, in his state
of reduced mental capacity, he
does!

Throughout history, tyrannical
government is what people get
when they are duped into voting
for dictators!

I hear of people accused of
flaunting the COVID rules by
not following along.

We will take it seriously
when the administration, the
media and other politicians quit
allowing BLM and ANTIFA
super spreader riots and bor-
der chaos which imposes no
restrictions on illegals to
"flaunt" the rules.

The folks critical of others
who they claim are bellyach-
ing about the COVID protocols
and restrictions are quick to put
the blame on folks being
spoiled or privileged and not
wanting to be inconvenienced.
They often bring up the ration-
ing and restrictions that took
place during World War II.
They are implying that folks
today don't have the resolve.
And they lack the fortitude to
make a few sacrifices. I
wouldn't be so critical. Consid-
er what might really be at play.
Not a lack of resolve on the
citizens' part, because many of
us have sacrificed greatly and
have been tested with hard-
ships. Remember the old
"walking a mile in one's shoes?"
No, rather than resolve, it might
be inconsistency as we seem
to get mixed messages and
mixed signals from those sup-
posedly in charge.

It just might be that some-
where along the way, it quit be-
ing about the virus.

It quit being about the virus
when flattening the curve was
meant to ease the burden in the
hospitals and then the hospitals
were empty.

It quit being about the virus
when the lockdown map

Charles Lopresto

MY TURN: It Quit Being
About The Virus...

matched almost exactly the
Electoral College map from
2016.

It quit being about the virus
when Nancy Pelosi demanded
and received stimulus money
for many pet Democrat
projects that had nothing to do
with health, medicine or small
businesses in need. Projects
that wouldn't and couldn't get
passed through proper, normal
means. Projects like Planned
Parenthood, The Kennedy
Center, PBS, voting procedures
and illegal immigration.

It quit being about the virus
when people were jailed for
trying to make an honest liv-
ing, keeping their businesses
afloat, all while criminals were
let out of jail to "protect them"
from the Coronavirus.

It quit being about the virus
when kids were not allowed to
go back to school even after it
was proven that children were
at the lowest risk.

It quit being about the virus
when certain jobs were allowed
to function and other seeming-
ly similar jobs were not.

It quit being about the virus
when some people were

deemed non-essential because
their jobs were considered non-
essential.

It quit being about the virus
when people who were elect-
ed to do a job, put the burden
on other people who they called
experts, but in fact were just
folks knowledgable in concen-
trated and segmented, limited
aspects of the entire "big" pic-
ture.

It quit being about the virus
when Democrats resisted al-
lowing people to save money
through a pause in taxation and
restrictions, instead preferring
they receive a federal handout.

It quit being about the virus
when those handouts were
meant to keep people from
working.

It quit being about the virus
when the Constitution was
trashed; people were forced to
do things like wear masks
whether or not they could
prove the masks actually were
necessary, in spite of our coun-
try being one that used to be-
lieve that the covering of one's
face was not who we were.

It quit being about the virus
when people were encouraged
to "rat" on each other, which is
something else that doesn't re-
flect who we were.

And…It quit being about the
virus when everything was re-
ally done to try and remove a
President.

When this virus response
went from being just that, a vi-
rus response, and then turned
in to some sort of Kabuki the-
atre, it quit being about the vi-
rus.
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FINANCIAL / CONSUMER
Your Money - Ask Julia

Julia Yoder

A Trillion Here And A Trillion There

The San Gabriel Valley            Examiner

By Gene Morrill - Certified Automotive Specialists

Using Your Senses To Detect Car Trouble

ACCOUNTANT:  Prepare & review individual
& business tax returns; research federal & state
tax law; perform tax planning; & assist with tax
audits. Req. Bachelors with major/concentration
in Accounting. Jobsite/location in San Gabriel,
CA.  Send resume: Attn: HR, Kam P. Lee &
Associates Corp., 853 E. Valley Blvd. Ste. 103,
San Gabriel, CA 91776.

The second quarter is off to a
blazing start, with the S&P 500
Index pushing above 4,000 on the
heels of President Biden's so
called infrastructure plan update.
In the weeks or months ahead the
market focus may turn to wheth-
er Congress will actually pass
this "Biden" proposal that in-
cludes $2T in spending on many
things besides infrastructure.
One news source stated that only
6% would be spent on roads and
bridges.  This controversial bill
also includes much higher cor-
porate taxes (with rates increased
from 21% to eventually 28%,
spread over 15 years).

Economists at Jefferies esti-
mate the proposal could add 0.5
to 1 percentage points to their
estimate of 5.2% growth in U.S.
gross domestic product in 2022.
However, soon having a higher
USA corporate tax rate than most
of the free world would create
future growth obstacles.  Higher
Treasury yields have already in-
dicated just who else will pay for
this grandiose plan.  A trillion
here and a trillion there and pret-
ty soon we are talking real mon-
ey!

When will the Biden adminis-
tration declare a coronavirus vic-
tory?  July 4th?  Never?  During
his first press conference he stat-
ed that we should be "allowed" to
have parties in our backyards and
at least be partially back to nor-
mal by July 4th.  It was widely
perceived by cynical observers
that the Biden Administration did
not want to admit that new Cov-
id-19 cases were plummeting,
because they wanted to use Cov-
id-19 as a Trojan Horse to push
through more unpopular poli-
cies.

Naturally, as soon as the Biden
Administration admits that Cov-
id-19 is under control all schools
will be expected to reopen, and

We get calls all the time from
customers that tell us their car
"sounds like" or "smells like"
this or that.  Often customers
feel self-conscious about doing
this but it truly is helpful to us.
Our vehicles are really good
communicators.  I know we
have dash lights that illuminate
to tell us many things but our
senses are great at it too.

For example, if you notice a
puddle under your car that is
dark brown or black and oily
looking in appearance, that is
most likely engine oil.  This tells
us you might have a bad seal
or a loose oil filter.  If you see
a red oily spot it is probably a
transmission or power steering
fluid leak.  A clear puddle of
fluid is most likely air condi-
tioning condensation, and is the
only puddle you don't need to
be concerned about.

If you notice a smell of burnt
toast it could be an electrical
problem.  A smell of burning
sulfur usually indicates a cata-
lytic converter or emission con-
trol system problem.  An acrid
odor could be burning oil or oil
leaking onto a hot engine part.
A chemical or resin-like odor

What do you suggest is the
best way for me to use the gov-
ernment relief money?

The special purpose of the
government relief money (most
recently up to $1,400) is to help
with expenses which impacted
you due this pandemic. If you
don't need this money right now,
open a savings account and de-
posit as much as possible into an
emergency fund. If you already
have emergency savings, pay
down your debt. If you've been
paying a little extra on every
credit card, stop. Start paying the
minimum payment due on all but
one credit card. Pay all the extra
on that one credit card. Once
that's paid off, take the amount
you were paying on that card and
add it to the minimum payment
you've been making on the sec-
ond credit card. As you pay off
the second credit card, add all
that payment amount to the third
credit card's minimum payment.
Once you get your credit cards
paid off, put that accumulated
payment amount into your emer-
gency fund savings account until
you accumulate 3-6 months liv-
ing expenses.  Then, open a sec-
ond savings account for non-
emergencies. All this can be ac-
complished faster by figuring out
where you could cut your budget,
even if only temporarily. Also,
consider selling items you own,
or getting a part-time gig, to get
out of debt even more quickly.

I'm so worried and de-
pressed. I've been able to work
from home, so I'm financially
okay. Some of my family and
friends are barely surviving on
unemployment and have their
rent or mortgage in forbear-
ance. I'm very concerned that
there will be a new virus and

LOS ANGELES COUNTY –
The Los Angeles County Depart-
ment of Consumer and Business
Affairs (DCBA) is pleased to an-
nounce the new LA County Mort-
gage Relief Program, a partner-
ship with Neighborhood Housing
Services of LA County (NHS)
and local HUD-approved housing
counseling agencies. The $5.5
million initiative developed by
the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors will support proper-
ty owners who have been adverse-
ly affected by the COVID-19
pandemic.

“Like many others, property
owners have been struggling
through no fault of their own,”
said Los Angeles County Super-
visor Janice Hahn. “We designed
the Mortgage Relief Program to
deliver urgently needed econom-
ic relief and counseling services
to more property owners across
Los Angeles County.”

“We understand that property
owners have faced unique chal-
lenges during this ongoing pan-

working Moms can return to the
labor force. At that point there
should be nothing holding back
U.S. economic growth.  The only
"glitch" is that some politicians
do not like to end or potentially
waste any perceived crisis.  So,
watch out for political advisors
counseling Biden to keep eco-
nomic restrictions in place even
beyond July 4th.

However, let's also be realis-
tic in acknowledging what really
turned the COVID tide. One year
ago, the Dow Jones Industrials
fell by a record 3,000 points.
Following that fateful week, the
stock market continued down as
California, New York, and then
state after state closed down
their core economies.  The two
most volatile market days - and
four of the top seven - came in
four straight days, March 16-19,
2020.  It took real old-fashioned
leadership by then President
Trump to save the economy and
maybe the nation.  But then,
something crazy happened.  Trad-
ers on Wall Street virtually shout-
ed - "It's OVER"!

The market bounced back the
next morning with a +2,114-
point Dow gain (+11.4%) on
Tuesday, March 24, 2020, and a
total +20% in just three days, the
shortest bear market and fastest
bull market recovery in history.
In about a year the Dow and S&P
500 rose over 80%, while NAS-
DAQ is up 114% and the Russell

2000 is up an astounding
143.6%. There is only one
former leader of our country that
deserves primary credit for this
miraculous economic rebound.

However, it appears that not all
good news is welcomed by the
current President since (presum-
ably) "no crisis should go to
waste".  Maybe we are seeing that
Biden's advisors can't afford to
let last year's smorgasbord of bad
news evaporate too quickly.  Even
with dramatically declining new
cases and deaths it appears that
this administration doesn't want
to release Americans from all
COVID-19 restrictions any time
soon.

In his recent speech President
Biden held this four-month car-
rot out for us: "If we do this to-
gether, you, your families, and
friends will be able to get togeth-
er in your backyard or your
neighborhood and have a cook-
out or a barbecue and celebrate
Independence Day.  That doesn't
mean large events, with lots of
people together, but it does mean
small groups."  No fireworks, no
parades, no town gatherings - and
barbecues only if you behave
from now until then!  It's your
choice, America.  Want to "Go
Big" this coming July 4th?

Doesn't this also make you
wonder how many of our consti-
tutional freedoms current Wash-
ington insiders feel we should
ever be allowed to again enjoy?
We're still living in the land of
the free, I think.  We thought that
COVID-19 restrictions and relat-
ed government mandates were
only temporary.

LIVE LOCAL, SHOP LO-
CAL - THIS IS THE TIME
OUR MERCHANTS NEED US

I welcome your questions and
c o m m e n t s :
kenherman46@hotmail.com

might indicate a "dragging
brake" or an emergency brake
that's been left on by mistake.
A sickly-sweet smell coupled
with a fogged inside windshield
is a strong indicator of a heater
core failure.

Hearing the following
sounds definitely means your
vehicle wants attention! A
squealing or scraping sound
when you apply the brakes,
knocks or pings from the en-
gine when you accelerate or
climb a hill, your muffler mak-
ing a rumbling or hissing sound,

the thumping of a tire due to a
flaw, the clicking of a worn CV
joint when you make a tight
turn, an engine that keeps chug-
ging when you've turned off
the ignition.  All these noises
indicate trouble!

Certified Auto Specialists:
the friendlier and more helpful
auto shop! Feel free to call 626-
963-0814 with any questions,
and we will be glad to help, or
visit our website at
CertifiedAutoCa.com.

Hometown Service You
Can Count On!

another outbreak even after the
vaccine. I look forward to re-
turning to the workplace, yet I
dread the possibility of having
to return to 'stay-home' quar-
antining. How can I put my wor-
ries under control and get a grip
on my finances?

Start by recognizing and appre-
ciating what you have. You have
enough money to purchase what
you need, and you still have a job.
I encourage you to review your
budget, get out of debt, and add
to your savings account. Unlike
some, you are not alone; you have
family and friends. They'll get
their finances under control, and
will find employment. IF there is
a post-vaccine outbreak, you are
so much more prepared than you
were at the first of 2020. If you
get so depressed that you find
yourself suicidal, call the hotline:
Nat'l. 800-273-8255, L.A. Coun-
ty 800-854-7771  Some other
counties have their own hotline.
Or, call 911.

I have been self- employed
for over 5-years, and my wife is
employed part-time. We want to
purchase a home. We're being
told I'll need to show 2-years'
tax returns. My income last
year was considerably higher

than the previous year, so they
say we have to wait another
year.  By then, interest rates will
probably be much higher. What
can we do?

They want to see that your in-
come is "reliable" and that there's
a great probability that you will
be able to continue making the
mortgage payments. There are
some lenders who only look at
1-year tax return, especially when
you have been in the same line
of business for a number of years
and it looks like you'll continue.
Also remember that there are
many loan programs, both fixed
interest and adjustable, and very
low down-payments for a con-
ventional loan. There are VA loans
with zero down-payment, FHA
loans, and Reverse Mortgage
(with age requirements) purchase
loans. I do not recommend an
adjustable loan. The interest rate
on a 15-year loan is lower than a
30-year loan, and the payment is
higher because of the timeframe.
I recommend a 30-year loan. You
can budget to pay extra against the
principle of a 30-year loan to pay
it off more quickly. If finances
get tight, you can simply pay the
lower, required 30-year payment
without the risk of foreclosure.

Ask Julia by email:
juliayoder@yahoo.com

This is your opportunity to
simplify your life by having one
professional working personally
with you to coordinate your fi-
nances, investments, real estate,
mortgage, insurance, retirement,
and estate plans. CA Insurance
0C83859/Real Estate Broker
01238153/ Member of Nat'l.
Ethics Assoc.    Accident-Medi-
cal-Dental discount plans:
CalStarBenefits.com/28485

Mortgage Relief Program to Offer
$20,000 Grants to Property Owners
Affected by COVID-19 Pandemic

demic,” said DCBA Director
Rafael Carbajal. “We are excited
about the expansion of our al-
ready robust foreclosure preven-
tion program and to work along-
side trusted community partners
to help provide assistance to
property owners in need.”

The Mortgage Relief Program
will include a relief fund which
provides grants of up to $20,000
for qualified property owners,
plus expanded foreclosure pre-
vention counseling services. The
program is structured to benefit
single-family homeowners and
property owners with four or few-
er units living in communities
highly impacted by COVID-19.
This includes low- and moderate-
income communities and those
who have suffered a higher per-
centage of significant health im-
pacts during the ongoing COV-
ID-19 pandemic. Properties
must be owner occupied.

NHS will administer the relief
fund and deploy funds to quali-
fied applicants from a diverse set
of cities and unincorporated ar-
eas throughout Los Angeles
County, excluding the City of

Los Angeles. DCBA and NHS-LA
have determined qualification
requirements for applicants. Re-
lief funds will be paid directly to
lenders and servicers.

“NHS and our partner agencies
are happy to be able to facilitate
a fund that is focused on home-
owners. We hope property own-
ers will take advantage of the free
foreclosure prevention counsel-
ing services as well. We’re here
to help,” said Lori Gay, President
& CEO of NHS.

Free foreclosure prevention
counseling will be provided by
nonprofit HUD-approved coun-
seling agencies to property own-
ers in multiple languages.

Starting Monday, April 12,
property owners can apply for the
Mortgage Relief Program by
calling (888) 895-2647 or visit-
ing nhslacounty.org/mortgagere-
liefprogram.

To find more ways how LA
County can help property own-
ers, visit DCBA’s foreclosure
prevention website at
dcba.lacounty.gov/foreclosure-
prevention.

SACRAMENTO - Building
on the state's action to expand
paid sick days protections for
California's workforce during
the pandemic, Governor Gavin
Newsom today signed SB 95,
legislation to ensure access to up
to 80 hours of COVID-19 sup-
plemental paid sick leave for el-
igible employees, including
those advised to quarantine or
isolate and those caring for COV-
ID-impacted family members.

"Paid sick leave gives workers
the time they need to care for
themselves and loved ones while
keeping their coworkers, fami-
lies and communities safe," said
Governor Newsom. "Even as case
rates and hospitalizations decline
and vaccinations ramp up, we can't
let our guard down and must do

Governor Signs Legislation to Ensure
Access to Supplemental Paid Sick Leave
for Workers Impacted by the Pandemic

all we can to stop this virus from
spreading. I thank the Legislature
for its continued leadership and
commitment to supporting Cali-
fornia workers affected by this
pandemic."

SB 95 extends protections
through September 30, 2021 and
is retroactive to sick leave taken
beginning January 1, 2021. Small
businesses employing 25 or few-
er workers are exempt from the
legislation, but may offer supple-
mental paid sick leave and, if el-
igible, receive a federal tax cred-
it.

California took early action to
expand paid sick days to employ-
ees in the food sector, and later
enacted paid sick days protec-
tions for every employee ex-

posed to or positive for COVID-
19. From the beginning of the
pandemic, the Administration has
taken action to protect and sup-
port California's workforce, in-
cluding expanding access to job-
protected Paid Family Leave and
workers' compensation; more
resources for critical child sup-
port services for essential em-
ployees and vulnerable popula-
tions; additional weekly unem-
ployment benefits; and support
for employees to isolate and
quarantine outside their home.
The Administration has also built
a pipeline of personal protective
equipment to help workers stay
safe on the job and expanded test-
ing and health plan reimburse-
ment for the essential workforce.
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George Ogden
That’s just the way it is!

The Raising of the Dodger Championship
Banner, Boos then Cheers

"TIME JOCKEY" - Patton
Life in San Gabriel
By Joe Castillo

Growing up in the Or-
chards... George S. Patton Jr.,
the man who would go on and
lead U.S. Army forces in World
War II, grew up right here in the
San Gabriel Valley, in the town-
ship of San Gabriel. Patton start-
ed as a young boy, developed his
athletic skills, would become an
Olympian, climbed the ladder in
establishing a career in the Army,
rose to the rank of General, and
established a legendary record
which may never be duplicated.
And it all started in the orange
groves and vineyards of San Gab-
riel. The same person who ran
beside a tank brigade during the
invasion of Normandy also rode
a horse down Mission Drive
nearly 35 years earlier.

During his Army career, Pat-
ton was known as "The Liberator"
and "Old Blood and Guts" but in
his hometown, Patton was known
as "old Pattoney" and "Georgie".
Even though Patton was known to
have a colorful vocabulary, he
was also considerate enough to
ask how his childhood nurse,
Mary Sealey was doing in letters
he wrote back to his family.

Patton was born on his fami-
ly's ranch estate known as Lake
Vineyard in 1885 which was in

Seen or Heard Around Town
And in The Valley
By Ed "Hondo" Torres

1. Walk your dog in a nice
neighborhood and get killed…
But it seems most Americans
have been convinced to think that
the biggest problem facing the
nation is that millions of people
are racist, white supremacists.

2. President Biden is an older
gentleman and because of his age
should not be criticized by any-
one.

3. Used to be that problems
were solved when people put on
their commonsense "thinking
caps", but apparently there is a
great shortage of them ther'-
head-things nowadays -- because
many younger folks (and older
ones too) discarded the caps
when they buried their own old
folks since the caps were seen as
not being stylish enough for mod-
ern society.

4. Apparently, America's for-
eign enemies are shocked, but
superbly elated at how easily so
many Americans are working to
destroy "law and order" --  by de-
funding the police or working to
abolish police forces, and by
overall seeking to undermine the
goodness within America.

5. Be required to show an I.D.
to buy liquor and that is all right,
but it is not all right to require
American voters to show an I. D.
if they want to vote legally?…

6. The next batch of politi-

cians in The Valley is already
planning and plotting strategy to
run for election and use the Co-
rona Virus mess to replace city
councils and city managers, and
thus advance themselves and
their cohorts: just like the virus
was used in the federal elections
- if you are alert, the wind will
get you a waft of the machina-
tions.

7. With the very easy influx of
so much illegal immigration, it
seems some from inside the
country and from outside it seek
to overwhelm the current White
majority in the U. S. A. and sup-
plant it with a majority of "peo-
ple of color".

8. People complain about
"open borders" and the homeless-

ness blight in their communities,
but fail to figure out that the na-
tional and state politicians they
vote for have caused the mess.

9. Every day seems to be Na-
tional-Something-or-other
Day…  There is even the honor-
ific National take-your-local-
gopher-to-dinner Day…  Not re-
ally, but in the wacky world we
live in just wait awhile and such a
day might come up soon.

10. Some folks who have suf-
fered physical ailments go about
their lives with a smile on their
face, walking about town and en-
gaging with neighbors -- while
others become angry and isolat-
ed.

Comments/suggestions to:
honnod1@yahoo.com

Over the last few years I have
fallen away from watching major
league sports due to the fact that
many of the players show disre-
spect to our country. These play-
ers have racial issues or issues
with this country, they are pick-
ing the wrong forum to do this.
 Taking a knee and disrespecting
the National Anthem is not an
answer. It is a disrespect. Be-
cause of this they have  lost a fan
base along with commercial ad-
vertising. The end result is that
there may not be enough money
to pay these athletes that are
showing this disrespect the
money they are demanding. This
is the same country that allow
these athletes to make millions
of dollars. Have you noticed how
some rosters has dwindled with
athletes of color on their team's
roster?  Example, the Dodgers.
It looks like some of these play-
ers are being weaned out by vari-
ous teams. That is very sad as
some of the young players com-

ing in who do not hold the same
political belief of taking a knee
may not be selected to play for
the team. Looks like some
people may have shot themselves
in the foot.

So with that being said and the
reason why I'm not following
sports to any degree, this explains
why I didn't even know they were
starting baseball season, I guess
I should say, already started base-
ball season.  Football and base-
ball were my pastimes.  I guess
I'm not interested anymore.

I found myself with some vol-

unteers watching the World Se-
ries ring ceremony for the Dodg-
ers along with the raising of the
World Series Flag. I guess the
Dodgers won the World Series
last year.  Anyway, when it got
time to raise the flag, they started
to introduce dignitaries. When
they introduced Mayor Eric
Garcetti, the crowd booed very
loudly, and it did not stop until
they introduced Magic Johnson.
The transition from boos to
cheers was overwhelming. I
could not help but burst out laugh-
ing and thinking, this must be a
real morale booster for the
mayor. I guess he has picked up
on the fact that this was not go-
ing to be a happy place for him
the day.

I don't know why they booed
him, they elected him. He is
nothing like his father was.

Just curious, I wonder if he
really cares. Probably not.

"That's just the way it is!"

the Township of San Gabriel but
later incorporated into the City
of San Marino.  Even though
records indicate that Patton was
born at Lake Vineyard, his sister,
Ann Patton, insisted until she
died in 1972, that Patton was ac-
tually born in Los Angeles but the
mystery was never solved.

The Patton family was well
connected in the early 1900's.
His father was George S. Patton
Sr., a lawyer who grew up and was
educated on the East Coast. Pat-
ton Sr. was a partner with Joseph
B. Banning in a land deal which
would eventually lead both to pur-
chase Catalina Island. Patton Sr.
also became associated with
Henry Huntington, the largest
stockholder of the Union Pacif-
ic Railroad and thought to be the
richest man in the world. Both
Huntington and Patton Sr. led the
incorporation of the City of San
Marino in 1913 with Patton Sr.
becoming the first mayor of the
city.

In 1901, Patton Jr. graduated
from West Point, and after serv-
ing in the Army met Beatrice Ay-
ers on the beach on Catalina Is-
land and in 1910, they were mar-
ried. They built a home in San
Marino on Euston Road, adjacent
to their family's estate which was

located on the present-day
grounds of the Huntington Li-
brary. Beatrice and George Pat-
ton had three children, two daugh-
ters and a son named George S.
Patton IV.

In 1912, Patton made the U.S.
Olympic team and competed in
Stockholm in the Olympic
Games. He competed in the Pen-
tathlon which consisted of five
events: swimming, shooting,
fencing, running and riding. Skills
he had learned as a young boy
growing up on his Lake Vineyard
estate. He was on the verge of
sweeping through his competi-
tion but this horse, who had suf-
fered from severe seasickness
on his trip to Sweden, could not
finish the cross-county portion
of the competition and Patton
finished in 5th place. World War
I came soon enough and Patton
was promoted to Lieutenant in
the Cavalry. His expertise in
riding and shooting soon earned
him medals for his bravery but he
also earned a reputation as a per-
son who was always taking chanc-
es. It was during World War I, that
he learned first-hand about the
use of mechanized tanks and
commanded the first tank brigade
of the U.S. Army. Patton used his
knowledge of mechanized tanks
to chase the rebel Francisco
"Pancho" Villa back and forth
across the Mexican border in or-
der to protect U.S. citizens liv-
ing in border towns. General
George S. Patton Jr., held every
rank in the U.S. Army, and even-
tually he was named Command-
er of the United States Third
Army. His house still remains in
San Marino near his family's es-
tate where he learned all the
skills, he would need to become
one of the leading military gen-
erals in United States Army his-
tory...

Joe Castillo is a freelance
historical writer who has been
covering Southern California
history for 13 years and has
written 5 books on the topic. He
can be reached at
joeacastillo@aol.com.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: FICTIONAL
MONSTERS
ACROSS
1. "Turkey" dance
5. X minus III
8. Accounting acronym
11. Angel's glow
12. Like list of chores
13. Inside info
15. "National Velvet" author
Bagnold
16. Heavy Metal band Quiet
____
17. *Worn by monster hunters
and dragonslayers
18. *Sea monster with atomic
breath
20. Brooms and cauldrons to a
witch, e.g.
21. Subject of biographies, pl.
22. ____ of Aquarius
23. Saudi's southern neighbor
26. Ceremonial flight
30. "I" problem
31. Sweet-talk
34. Marine eagle
35. The Revenge of the ____,
1984
37. ____ you sure?
38. Desires
39. Russia's Romanov, e.g.
40. Comfy pants
42. Preceding month
43. Google Maps predecessor,
pl.
45. Blackbird-like birds
47. Crow sound
48. Group of professionals
50. Like a bow string
52. *Witch of Russian
fairytales
55. ____ con carne
56. G in 1000 g., e.g.
57. Loose hood
59. Was rebroadcasted
60. Prospector's mother?
61. Bassoon cousin
62. Nod up and down
63. *He played Dracula and
Count Dooku
64. *Like Sendak's Things
DOWN
1. England's favorite drink, in
French
2. *Addams Family's Lurch:
"You ____?"
3. A dish of stewed meat
4. Waddle
5. Bridal veil fabric
6. Objects of worship
7. Just a little
8. Michael Douglas' 1978
mystery thriller
9. Like the Weasleys of "Harry
Potter"
10. Second qtr. calendar month
12. Alex Trebek's forte
13. Drooping
14. *Jeepers ____, sing.
19. Coats with Zn
22. Tap order

23. Yiddish busybody
24. Opposite of digest
25. Like high ground
26. Pestilence pest
27. Lock horns
28. Darlene or Jacob of Ozark
29. MCAT and LSAT
32. *Amity Island fish
33. Bonanza find
36. *Transylvanian bloodsucker
38. Shylock's practice
40. Use a Singer
41. Up until now, 2 words

44. Like luxurious sheets
46. Another name for manatee,
2 words
48. Not kayak
49. Follow rules
50. Shakespearean "you"
51. What snob puts on
52. *Minotaur is half man, half
____
53. Mongolian desert
54. Deserter's acronym
55. ____, The Beloved Country
58. Zeppelin predecessor

April 8, 2021 Puzzle Solution

ARCADIA - The City of Ar-
cadia Recreation and Communi-
ty Services Department, Senior
Services Division and Methodist
Hospital are offering a virtual
health lecture on understanding
Psoriatic Arthritis & Psoriasis on
Friday, April 23 from Noon to
1pm. Join them for a virtual lec-
ture with Rheumatologist Huynh
W. Tran, MD from Methodist
Hospital. Psoriasis is a common
skin condition that affects up to
3 out of every 100 people. Pso-
riatic arthritis is a painful joint
condition and happens in 50% of
psoriasis patients. Dr. Tran, who
is board certified in internal med-

Understanding Psoriatic
Arthritis & Psoriasis

icine, will help you understand
these unique conditions to help
individuals take better care of
their joints and skin.

If you are interested in learn-
ing about this lecture but do not
have a computer there is a dial-
in option.  All individuals must
pre-register by calling Arcadia
Senior Services at 626.574.5130
at least one day prior to the pre-
sentation. They will be request-
ing you to provide an email ad-
dress if you have one.  For more
information, please call the Se-
nior Services Office at
626.574.5130.

DUARTE - The Duarte His-
torical Museum reopened on
April 10 after a year-long man-
dated closure due to the pan-
demic, announced Claudia
Heller, President of the Duarte
Historical Society.  Masks will
be required, and social distanc-
ing adhered to.

Regular hours are Saturdays,

Duarte Historical
Museum Re-Opens

1-4 p.m. and the first and third
Wednesday, 1-3 p.m.  A new
exhibit on Depression glass
from the collection of Karleen
Daugherty will be on display
through May.

The museum is located at
777 Encanto Parkway, Duarte.
Admission is free. For more in-
formation call (626) 357-9419.
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GLENDORA - Monique

Vobecky, a Glendora High School
Senior, is still reeling right now
as on Tuesday April 6th she re-
ceived her final acceptance let-
ters from Ivy League schools
completing her eighteen for
eighteen of schools that she ap-
plied to that she got in.

'I just can't believe that they all
said 'accepted' says Monique who
maintained a 4.7 GPA, this is un-
real".

Monique who fell in love with
the arts at an early age when she
learned to play the Violin is still
not clear how it all happened.
There is some guess that maybe
it was because of her being an
athlete as she also fell in love
with sports, particularly Soccer
at an early age, and served a mem-
ber of the Glendora High's Soc-
cer team where she exceled as the
2017-18 "Defensive player of the
year", Captain, and was elected
MVP of the Soccer team in
2019-2020.

Or maybe, as many believe, it
was because Monique created the
Little Sunshine Foundation a non-
profit 501(c)(3) in 2018, at the
age of 14, that was selected by
Glendora Chamber as the Non-
profit of the Year in 2019. The
foundation's mission: provide
underserved youth in the com-
munity with the necessary re-
sources to improve their quality
of life through tutoring, in-
creased access to sporting gear,
civic engagement and leadership.
When Monique was asked why
she decided she decided to start
the foundation, she replied "be-
cause I believe that every child

Black Teen is Eighteen for Eighteen in
College Acceptance: Top Three Include
Harvard, Stanford, and Yale.

Monique Vobecky
deserves a little sunshine"!

We may never know all the
reasons why every single school
she applied to 'accepted' her to
study the next four years at some
very difficult to get into schools,
was it her academics, the essay,
the multiple community service
awards and organizations re-
flected in her bio? We may never
know.  However, what we do know
is that Monique Vobecky, a Black
Teenager from Glendora, was
willing to put in the work to ex-
cel academically and take time to
help shine light in the lives of so
many others via her foundation,
community service and sports,

that maybe it is simply time for
her to be given an opportunity to
have the light shine brightly on
her!

When asked her thoughts
about what she would do with now
know she has been selected to all
18 schools, she smiles and says
"I wish we all could see that
Black Girls are capable of some
amazing things and should be rec-
ognized and 'accepted' for who
they are and the talents, skills and
passion we bring…no matter
how different they are… artist,
musicians, or even poets…can
you say Amanda Gorman!"

Speaking of which, Monique
has always wished that she could
meet Oprah Winfrey, Michelle
Obama and now Amanda Gorman!
With Monique Vobecky maybe
being one of the few black stu-
dents to herald such a feat, maybe
just maybe Monique it is possible
that they would also want to meet
you too!

Monique wants to major in
medicine and become a doctor.
Her parents, Pete and Bianca
Vobecky plan to leave Wednes-
day to be college tours to help
Monique make a good decision
between 18 schools! Even as
most offered scholarships as
well, Bianca Vobecky states 'We
are going to let the decision be
all hers since she is the one that
put in all the work… although
Obama did go to Harvard' she
says with a smile.

EL MONTE – El Monte High
School senior Oscar Martinez
and South El Monte High School
senior Marina Limon both joined
Academic Decathlon as a way to
challenge themselves and enjoy
the camaraderie that comes with
being an AcaDeca team member.

As team captains, Martinez
and Limon knew that the 2021
Los Angeles County Office of
Education competition would be
the most challenging yet, since
the El Monte Union High School
District AcaDeca teams – includ-
ing those from Mountain View
and Arroyo high schools – could
not study and sharpen their skills
in-person. Instead, what the teams
gained was a lesson in teamwork
and perseverance.

“Because of the pandemic, this
year’s AcaDeca experience was
vastly different from past years,”
Martinez said. “It took a lot of
adjusting in our study sessions,
but we managed to echo the spirit
of the competition as closely as
we could. There were obstacles
along the way, like virtual meet-
ings, but we still found a way to
build camaraderie through virtual
platforms.”

Mountain View High led the
way in this year’s competition
with a fourth-place Division II
finish. South El Monte, Arroyo
and El Monte high schools fin-
ished in fifth, seventh, and eighth
place, respectively. Overall, 24
students earned medals, with six
students receiving gold and 13
students earning multiple medals.

Academic Decathlon is a com-
petition consisting of ten scho-
lastic events, with a common
theme linking the subjects. This
year’s theme was the Cold War.
Teams are divided into three
groups, based on grade point av-
erage – Honor, Scholastic and
Varsity. Individual scores are
combined to determine the win-
ning teams.

“Academic Decathlon was
definitely a challenging but re-
warding experience,” Limon
said. “Our coach, Mr. Castillo,
made the entire competition
more enjoyable despite the set-
backs that came with studying at
home. It was an amazing oppor-
tunity that allowed me to try new
things and learn about interesting
subjects.”

For El Monte High, the 2021
competition was a high point,
with the team earning an all-time
high of eight medals. Martinez,
who won a gold medal in the in-
terview category, felt the team’s
twice-weekly “Kahoot” study
sessions inspired his teammates
to excel in the core tests, and that
remote learning did not diminish
the thrill of the Super Quiz,
AcaDeca’s hallmark event.

“The adrenaline rush we get

El Monte Union Schools
Continue Strong Showings in
LACOE Academic Decathlon

El Monte High School senior and Academic Decathlon team captain
Oscar Martinez was a driving force behind the school’s success
at the 2021 LACOE Academic Decathlon. Martinez won a gold
medal and inspired his team to perform at their best.

South El Monte High School senior and Academic Decathlon team
captain Marina Limon helped her team to a strong performance at
the 2021 LACOE Academic Decathlon.
from Super Quiz is immeasur-
able,” Martinez said. “Super Quiz
sparks laughter, light-bulb mo-
ments and continuous excite-
ment as we journey through each
question and a spectrum of dif-
ferent subjects ranging from Cal-
culus to Soviet music.”

Martinez’s enthusiasm and
leadership are no surprise to El
Monte High AcaDeca adviser
Joseph Estrada, who marveled at
Martinez’s ability to pull the team
together during a year like no

other and called him a driving
force behind the team’s success.

“We are extremely proud of
our El Monte Union Academic
Decathlon participants, who go
above and beyond their class-
room studies to represent the
District,” Superintendent Dr. Ed-
ward Zuniga said. “This year’s
competition was a unique expe-
rience that strengthened team
spirit and inspired a valuable les-
son in determination that will
serve the students well.”
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By George Ogden
WEST COVINA - With the

Our Lady of Guadalupe church in
El Monte being forced to not
have the church services because
of government restrictions and
the church wanting to be compli-
ant, they had to look for other
locations for a place to worship.

They approach the VFW in
West Covina with the fact that
these veterans believe that they
fought and protected the consti-
tutional rights of individuals to
believe in any religion without
restrictions of the government.
They had discussions and meet-
ings to see how they could help.
They moved forward and used
their facility. It was soon trans-
formed into a place of worship.
The congregation would meet up
to 4 times a week. The congre-
gation would also take up a col-
lection and make a small dona-
tion to the facility to help cover
whatever costs that it may incur.

The VFW membership was all

On Easter Sunday, the VFW Post Became A Church

The VFW in West Covina was transformed into a Catholic Church.
for supporting this congregation.
Some had to chuckle a little bit
because it is connected to a cock-
tail bar that the VFW has. Some

joke that they could come to the
bar and do a little excessive
drinking and then go through the
doors for confession.

During the Easter period, the
congregation would basically
need the facility for 4 days.  Dur-
ing that period, they transformed
the rental hall into a beautiful
house of worship.  During the
celebration, they played music

all night long and also baptized
some babies. They stayed until
Easter sunrise.  During that time,
they did have the baptism of the
babies, as well as a candlelight
entry into the facility and receiv-
ing the Holy Eucharist.

The VFW was honored to play
a part where the congregation
could actually celebrate their
Easter Sunday.

LA VERNE - On Friday,
April 16, the City of La Verne
will be hosting a vaccine clinic
for all residents aged 18 and
over at the Community Center
from 9 AM to 5 PM. The
Moderna vaccine will be dis-
tributed at the event, but this is

La Verne Vaccine Clinic
subject to change based on vac-
cine availability.

To register for the clinic,
please visit bityl.co/6JR0 and
enter "Mobile Vaccination Site
1" as both the provider and ap-
pointment type.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


