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LA VERNE/SAN DIMAS
– Bonita Unified School Dis-
trict will welcome elementary
school students back to cam-
pus for in-person instruction on
April 5, following the contin-
ued decrease of COVID-19
case numbers and rising vacci-
nation rates among District
staff.

Elementary students will be
taught in a hybrid model, de-
signed to meet state and county
health and safety protocols.
The District also set an April
12 target date to reopen its
middle and high schools –
grades six to 12 – using a simi-
lar hybrid model. Bonita Uni-
fied students will also have the
option to remain in distance
learning for the remainder of
the year.

“We are very excited to re-
open our campuses for in-per-
son instruction,” Bonita Uni-
fied Superintendent Carl J.
Coles said. “Thank you to our
teachers, staff, administrators,
students and community for
their resiliency, patience and
partnership throughout the path
to reopening. This effort is pos-
sible thanks to our
community’s commitment to
rising above the challenges of

Bonita Unified Staff Receive COVID-19 Vaccine
Ahead of Return to In-Person Learning

Bonita Unified employee receives the first does of the COVID-19 vaccine during a series of clinics,
held at Lone Hill Middle School from March 3-5.

the COVID-19 pandemic.”
Ahead of the April reopen-

ing, the District has continued
to bolster COVID-19 safety
protocols and provide its com-
munity with resources to sup-
port their health and well-be-
ing.

The District also provided
staff access to the COVID-19
vaccine through a series of clin-
ics, held at Lone Hill Middle
School, in partnership with
Mercy Pharmacy Group.

Most staff received their first
dose of the vaccine during the
clinic, which concluded March
5; the second dose will be ad-
ministered during a follow-up
clinic in the coming weeks. The
partnership helped simplify the
documentation process and
streamline access for BUSD
employees, encouraging strong
turnout and high vaccination
rates.

Following the success of the
first clinic and the partnership
with Mercy Pharmacy Group,
Bonita Unified is exploring op-
portunities to serve as a re-
source for local districts and
support their vaccination ef-
forts.

More information about the
District’s phased reopening,

COVID-19 safety protocols
and staff vaccinations is avail-
able on the Bonita Unified
website.

“We are grateful for the op-
portunity to partner with

Mercy Pharmacy Group on
staff vaccination and help en-
sure a safe return to school,”
BUSD Board of Education
President Chuck Coyne said.
“The health and safety of our

school community is our top
priority, and with the success
of our vaccine clinic, we are
even better prepared to reopen
our campuses.”

GLENDORA - A new high-
tech "smart fitness studio" had
their Grand Opening in Glendora
on March 3, 2021. A unique con-
cept that relies on computers and
robotics instead of dumbbells,
treadmills, etc. The machines
actually adjust a person's work-
out to his/her strengths and weak-
nesses in real time, thereby help-
ing the person get the most out
of their workout and avoid injury.
Duarte, CA residents Jennifer
and Adam Smith opened their
first Exercise Coach studio at
1395 S Grand Ave Suite 130 in
Glendora (1/4-mile South of the
210 freeway) and will be serving
clients in Glendora, San Dimas
and Covina. In the next two years,
the couple plans to open loca-
tions in Monrovia and in
Claremont.  This and a location
with different ownership in San
Diego, which opens on the same
day, are the first such artificial in-
telligence and robotics enabled
"Smart Fitness Studios" in the
entire state of California!

Outfitted with high-tech com-
puterized machines instead of tra-
ditional equipment, The Exercise
Coach's personalized programs

COVINA - Covina Police
Chief Povero presented Officer
Reed with the Honorary Life
Saving Medal on Wednesday,
March 3. Officer Reed, along
with Officer Hickey, Officer
Medina and Officer Barraco,
received a call for service on a
suicide by hanging in a garage.
Upon arrival, officers found the
victim hanging from a make-
shift noose. While officers held
the victim's weight, Officer
Reed successfully removed
him from the noose and placed
him in a recovery position
where lifesaving efforts were
performed.

The Covina Police Depart-
ment commend Officer Reed,
Officer Hickey, Officer Medina
and Officer Barraco for their

Chief Presents Officer With The
Honorary Life Saving Medal

Covina Police Chief Povero presents Officer Reed with the
Honorary Life Saving Medal
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High-Tech Smart Fitness Studio "The
Exercise Coach" Opens in Glendora

Exercise Coach Owners Jennifer and Adam Smith with Adrian Pizarro, all Certified Exercise Coaches.
are optimized for efficiency, re-
sulting in only two 20-minute
workouts per week that can't be
matched in effectiveness with
even seven days a week of tradi-
tional activity-based exercise.
The Exercise Coach's robotic
exercise technology is combined
with the guidance of certified
coaches to provide a unique,
comprehensive approach to fit-
ness designed to be a perfect fit
for anyone, regardless of current
fitness levels. The studios create
a dynamic exercise experience
that blends personalized strength
and interval cardio training in
each session.

Adam Smith, age 46, was a
game warden for state of Califor-
nia and Jennifer Smith, age 44,
was a site leader in the aerospace
industry. Both plan to devote
their energy to The Exercise
Coach full-time. "We have long
been fitness and sports enthusi-
asts and we felt that fitness could
make such a difference in the
quality of life for our customers,
when Covid-19 came along Adam
and I made a life decision to
change careers so we could di-

rectly help people," Jennifer
Smith said. "The Exercise Coach
studio is clean and professional;
it is not the typical gym environ-
ment we felt this was a great way
to bring fitness to customers
from all backgrounds."

Adam added, "We also liked
the proprietary Exerbotics equip-
ment/technology resulting in an
efficient and effective workout
that is less likely to result in in-
jury. As we age, both of us have
had some injuries, but resistance
training has allowed us to recover
and we are able to keep up with
our 8-year-old, traveling, and en-
joying life pain-free."

Founded in 2000, The Exer-
cise Coach began franchising in
2011 and currently has more than
100 studios operating nation-
wide. In addition, The Exercise
Coach began its international ex-
pansion in Japan in 2017 and has
32 locations there today. Our
goal is to see 250 units open in
the U.S. and 100 open in Japan
by the end of 2022.

The Exercise Coach can be
contacted at 626-788-1015 for
appointments.

quick thinking, teamwork, and
professionalism throughout

their careful response, and im-
mediate life-saving efforts.

GLENDORA - The 18th an-
nual Empty Bowls Benefit will
take place on March 12, 2020, 5
- 7 p.m. at First Christian Church,
300 N. Glendora Ave. This year
the event will be a drive-thru, with
vehicles entering off of Glendo-
ra Ave. For the $20 ticket price,
individuals will receive a beauti-
ful handmade ceramic bowl, a
coupon to be redeemed at a lo-
cal restaurant for a bowl of soup,
and the satisfaction that they are
helping to fight hunger one bowl
at a time. The Citrus College
Ceramics department, under the
leadership of Mike Hillman, the
Tri Community Adult Education’s
“Pioneer Potters, and several lo-
cal ceramic artists have donated
bowls to the event. Several ser-
vice groups will come together,
including Citrus College stu-
dents, Glendora police Auxilia-
ry, and Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints youth, to sup-
port the First Christian Church
Empty Bowls project. Proceeds
will benefit food assistance pro-
grams administered by Shep-
herd’s Pantry, St. Vincent de Paul
Society, and the Glendora Police
Department. For more info and a
complete listing of our event
donors, go to
www.firstchristianglendora.org/
empty-bowls/

Empty Bowls..... Fighting
Hunger One Bowl At a Time



March 11 - 17, 2021  S.G.V. EXAMINERA2

The San Gabriel Valley            Examiner

Long-Term Full Closure of Elwood
Avenue at Railroad Crossing in Glendora
Begins Tuesday, March 9, thru June 11
WHO: Residents / Businesses / Local Stakeholders in the city of Glendora
WHAT: Beginning Tuesday, March 9, crews will be fully rebuilding the railroad crossing on Elwood
Ave. in Glendora, as part of the 9.1-mile Foothill Gold Line light rail project from Glendora to Pomona.
This activity will require a full closure of the street to vehicles and pedestrians, 24 hours a day/7 days
a week, for approximately three months, while crews relocate underground utilities, install two new
light rail tracks and the relocated freight track, install a new safety and communication system, rebuild
the street and much more.
WHEN: Beginning Tuesday, March 9th and continuing daily thru June 11th, 2021, Elwood Ave. will be
fully closed to all traffic (vehicular and pedestrian) at the railroad crossing 24 hours a day/7 days a
week. Route 66 (just south of the crossing) and Lemon Ave. (north of the crossing) will remain open
and accessible by way of detour routes, see map below.

• Crews plan to work daily during double shift hours of 7:00 AM – 12:00 AM (Midnight), Monday
– Saturday. NOTE: Occasional longer work hours and construction on Sundays may be performed
during the closure period.

WHERE: Elwood Ave. at the railroad crossing in the city of Glendora (NOTE: access to homes and
businesses on Elwood Ave. within the closure area north and south of the railroad crossing will be
maintained at all times).
DETOUR MAP:

WHAT TO EXPECT:
• Elwood Ave. will be fully closed to vehicular and pedestrian traffic at the railroad crossing in Glendora
for approximately three months.
• Access to homes and businesses on Elwood Ave. within the closure area north and south of the
railroad crossing will be maintained at all times.
• Detour routes (see map) will be in place during the closure and signage will be posted. Please follow
detour signs.

* Elwood Ave. will be fully closed to all traffic at the railroad crossing between Route 66 and
Lemon Ave.
* Loraine Ave. (northbound and southbound) will serve as the main detour route, see map.
* Route 66 (eastbound and westbound) will remain open to all traffic.
* Lemon Ave. (eastbound and westbound) will remain open to all traffic.

• Noise from construction equipment will be produced near the active work zones.
• Bus stops may be temporarily relocated. For more information:

* Foothill Transit Bus: (800) RIDE-INFO/(800) 743-3463 or foothilltransit.org
* MTA Bus: (323) GO-METRO/(323) 466-3876 or metro.net

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR GENERAL OR CONSTRUCTION-RELATED QUESTIONS:
Residents and businesses can get their project or construction-related questions answered via phone
or email:
Project Construction Questions:
Hotline: (626) 513-5788
Email: CommunityRelations@Kiewit-Parsons.com
General Project Questions:
Call: (626) 471-9050
Email: PublicAffairs@Foothillgoldline.org
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
To learn of current or upcoming construction activities, visit the interactive construction map page at
www.foothillgoldline.org

BALDWIN PARK – The
Baldwin Park Police Department
will hold a DUI Checkpoint
March 13th, 2021 from 7:00
p.m. to 12:00 a.m. at an undis-
closed location within Baldwin
Park city limits.

Checkpoint locations are cho-
sen based on a history of DUI
crashes and arrests. The primary
purpose of checkpoints is not to
make arrests, but to promote pub-
lic safety by deterring drivers
from driving impaired.

During the checkpoint, offic-
ers will look for signs that driv-
ers are under the influence of al-
cohol and/or drugs as well as
check drivers for valid licenses.

As the state continues to work
to stop the spread of COVID-19,
the Baldwin Park Police Depart-
ment is committed to keeping

By George Ogden
WEST COVINA - A newly

appointed West Covina Plan-
ning Commissioner, Brian
Gutierrez has openly accused
former West Covina Mayor
James Toma, along with West
Covina Councilman Brian
Tabatabai of crimes. He ac-
cused them of using juveniles
to attempt to break into his
home.

Gutierrez has run for West
Covina city council 3 times and
lost, including the last election
where he changed districts by
registering an address in Dis-
trict 1.

Gutierrez posted on social
media accusing both of com-
mitting crimes. Then, at a spe-
cial council meeting, dedicated
for the discussion of severing
ties with the LA Co. Health
Dept., Gutierrez came up to the
lectern about the topic, and in
midstream, he started his ac-
cusatory statements against
Tabatabai and Toma.  Mayor
Letty Lopez quickly tried to
stop him and get back to the
topic at hand, which he did, but
the damage had been done.
The meeting was live and be-
ing broadcast at the time.

In his social media postings,
with video, he states: "Crimi-
nal Activity by James Toma
and Brian Tabatabai miners
engaging in a stakeout to put

Planning Commissioner Accuses Former
Mayor and Councilman of Crimes

hats on and try a full break in
attempt."

The video he has published
actually shows a local news
crew trying to establish if that
was the true residence of
Gutierrez.

At a following meeting,
Toma called in for Oral Com-
munications and expressed his
displeasure of the false accu-
sations with the slanderous re-
marks and the defamation of
his character remarks.  He
called on the Mayor to address
the issue.

Toma was asked for a quote
for this story and he stated that,
"This is a false attack on resi-
dents that the Mayor should not
allow from any city employee,
let alone her own commis-
sioner, who serves at her will."
He also went on to say, "I'm
considering all my legal op-
tions."

It appears that he may have

a good case.
Tabatabai was also asked to

comment, however he respect-
fully declined only stating, "Be-
cause this is a city personnel
matter it would be inappropri-
ate for me to comment."

Mayor Lopez was asked for
a comment, however, out of re-
spect for all parties she is stay-
ing out of this issue, however,
her basic response was… "It's
going through the proper chan-
nels and unfolding on its own".

The community outrage is
very evident.  People are call-
ing for his termination or resig-
nation from the commissioner.

It appears that he may have
edited the original posting, how-
ever the original has been seen
and saved by many.

Toma is currently Supervis-
ing Deputy Attorney General
for the Charitable Trusts Sec-
tion for the California Depart-
ment of Justice where he in-
vestigates and litigates on be-
half of the People of State of
California against individuals,
public benefit corporations, and
businesses engaged in charitable
solicitation fraud and other vio-
lations of charitable trust law.
He was previously a council
member and Mayor for the city
of West Covina.

This kind of statements can
clearly damage Toma's credibil-
ity and reputation.

West Covina Planning
Commissioner Brian Gutierrez

BALDWIN PARK - Night
watch officers were alerted on
Tuesday, March 2, by a watchful
citizen, to the 13600 block of
Los Angeles Street regarding a
possible theft in progress. Arriv-
ing, officers conducted a traffic
stop on a vehicle as it left the in-
dicated area. The vehicle was oc-
cupied by a female (Driver) and
two males. During their investi-
gation, officers discovered the
three individuals were respon-
sible for the theft of 3 catalytic
converters. The stolen catalytic
converters were found concealed
inside the vehicle's engine com-
partment.

The suspects, Antonio Cole
(23 yrs old) from Los Angeles,
Fabian Rincon (36 yrs old) from
Los Angeles, and Keyanna
Zaremba (30 yrs old) from Los
Angeles were all arrested and
booked on grand theft and con-
spiracy charges. The Baldwin
Park Police continue to extend

Catalytic Converter Suspected Thieves
Arrested By Baldwin Park Police

The stolen catalytic converters were found concealed inside the
vehicle's engine compartment.
their gratitude to community
members for their watchful eye
and for partnering with their

Baldwin Park Police Department
to stop and/or deter these crimes
trends.

IRWINDALE - On Monday,
March 8, 2021, at about 3:16
A.M., Irwindale Police Depart-
ment officers and the Los Ange-
les County Fire Department re-
sponded to the 14800 block of
Olive Street in the city of
Irwindale regarding a traffic col-
lision involving an on-duty police
vehicle from the Los Angeles
Police Department (LAPD).

On arrival, our officers found
that two uniformed and on-duty
police officers from the Los An-
geles Police Department were in
the area conducting a follow-up
investigation toa crime that oc-
curred in the city of Los Ange-

On-Duty LAPD Police Vehicle
Stuck In Traffic Collision

les.  Their marked LAPD police
SUV was parked in the west-
bound lane of Olive Street, just
west of Park Avenue in the city
of Irwindale. The police vehicle's
lights and rear facing amber
emergency lights were activated
at the time. While conducting
their investigation, the LAPD
police vehicle was struck from
behind by an uninvolved vehicle
that was traveling west on Olive
Street.

One LAPD officer was seated
in the front passenger seat at the
time of the collision and the sec-
ond office was standing outside
the vehicle, next to the open pas-

senger door.  Both officers re-
ceived minor injuries and were
transported to the Los Angeles
County/USC Medical Center via
ambulance.

The driver of the second ve-
hicle, a 66-year-old male, was not
injured in the collision.  He re-
mained at the scene and cooper-
ated with the investigating offic-
ers.

The Irwindale Police Depart-
ment is investigating this traffic
collision. The cause of the colli-
sion remains under investigation;
however, it does not appear that
drugs or alcohol were a factor.

LAPD SUV was struck from behind by a vehicle that was traveling west on Olive Street.

Baldwin Park Police Department To
Hold DUI/DL Checkpoint Saturday

the public safe.
“The safety of our community

is and always will be our mis-
sion,” Commander Andrew
Velebil said. “We are still out
there looking for impaired driv-
ers because driving under the in-
fluence is still dangerous.”

The Baldwin Park Police De-
partment reminds the public that
impaired driving is not just from
alcohol. Some prescription med-
ications or over-the-counter
drugs may interfere with driving.
Always follow directions for use
and read warning labels about
driving or ”operating heavy ma-
chinery,” which includes driving
a car. While medicinal and rec-
reational marijuana are legal,
driving under the influence of
marijuana is illegal.

If you plan on drinking or tak-

ing medications that may impact
your ability to drive safely, plan
on staying at home.

Drivers charged with DUI face
an average of $13,500 in fines
and penalties, as well as a sus-
pended license.

Funding for this program was
provided by a grant from the Cal-
ifornia Office of Traffic Safety,
through the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration.
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It takes everything I have to know nothing...
               Bartology

WEST COVINA - The City of
West Covina is pleased to an-
nounce the partnership with CVS
Pharmacy to provide two vacci-
nation sites in West Covina. The
CVS vaccination sites that will
offer both the Pfizer COVID-19
vaccine and the recently autho-
rized for emergency use by the
FDA, Johnson & Johnson Jans-
sen COVID-19 vaccine.

The CVS located at 702 N.
Azusa Avenue is offering the
Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine. The
second CVS location (located
within the Eastland Center Tar-

LOS ANGELES COUNTY -
To date, more than 2,415,000
doses of vaccine have been ad-
ministered across the county. Of
those vaccinated, 814,593 peo-
ple have received second doses.
This is an increase of 456,913
administered doses reported
over the past week which averag-
es to 65,273 doses administered
per day.  This includes providers
both in our county network and
those providers receiving direct
vaccine allocations from the
state and federal government.

 The County's network of vac-
cination sites continues to grow
and had the capacity for 600,000
appointment slots this week, al-
though we only received enough
doses for 280,000 appointments.
Next week we are expecting to

LOS ANGELES COUNTY -
The Spring break season this year
has the ability to derail our re-
covery journey if it involves in-
creased travel, gatherings and
nonadherence to safety mea-
sures.   While COVID-19 num-
bers have decreased, transmis-
sion remains widespread here in
L.A. County and in many states
and countries.  Postponing trav-
el and staying home is the best
way to protect yourself and oth-
ers from COVID-19 during this
pandemic.  Los Angeles County
residents should continue to
avoid all non-essential travel and
stay within 120 miles from their
place of residence, unless they
are traveling for essential pur-
poses.

A Travel Advisory remains in
effect in Los Angeles County.
Anyone who is arriving to Los

COVINA - The Covina Tran-
sit Center at 1126 North Citrus
Avenue, Covina, will serve as a
new San Gabriel Valley COVID-
19 vaccination site thanks to a
partnership between the City of
Covina, Foothill Transit, and Al-
bertsons. The first vaccination
date will be Saturday, March 13
between 9:00am and 4:00pm and
is tentatively scheduled to be
open for appointments every oth-
er Saturday throughout the
month, depending on vaccine
availability.

The Covina Transit Center,
owned and operated by Foothill
Transit, opened in early 2020, just
before the pandemic forced shut-
downs of offices and non-essen-
tial businesses. It is served by the
local Line 281, which runs from
Glendora to Puente Hills Mall
and Line 490, a Commuter Ex-
press line to downtown Los An-
geles. Communities in Glendo-
ra, Covina, West Covina, and City
of Industry will be able to access
the vaccination site via Line 281.

Foothill Transit To Partner With
City Of Covina, Albertsons To
Convert Covina Transit Center
To Covid-19 Vaccination Site

The center was developed
through a public private partner-
ship with a residential develop-
er, the City of Covina, and Foot-
hill Transit.

Vaccinations will be sched-
uled and administered by Albert-
sons Pharmacy. On site check ins
for appointments will be coordi-
nated by both the City of Covina
and Foothill Transit. Those eligi-
ble for vaccines include Phase 1A
- healthcare workers and long-
term care residents and Phase 1B
- Individuals 65 and older as well
as sector populations including:
agriculture and food, education
and childcare, and emergency
services. People with vaccination
appointments will be able to park
inside the Covina Transit Center
and will be directed to a safe wait-
ing area following check-in. The
site will have capacity to admin-
ister 1000 vaccinations.

"Partnering with the City of
Covina and Albertsons to meet
the vaccination needs of our com-

munities will help us all get to a
safer San Gabriel Valley," said
Cynthia Sternquist, chair of Foot-
hill Transit's Executive Board.
"By joining resources and doing
our part we increase access to
vaccines for all San Gabriel Val-
ley residents."

Victor Linares, Mayor of the
City of Covina stated, "We are
pleased to be able to partner with
Albertsons and Foothill Transit to
bring this much needed resource
to our community. We recognize
the need to get vaccinations out
to folks across our community
and region as a whole and are
honored to be able to assist our
community in these efforts."

The Covina Transit Center vac-
cination site is tentatively sched-
uled to run every other Saturday
in March beginning March 13th.
Local residents may schedule
appointments via the following
link: https://
kordinator.mhealthcoach.net/vcl/
foothilltransitcovina

More than 450,000 Vaccinations
Administered in One Week; Vaccine
Allocation to Increase This Week

receive 312,000 vaccine doses,
the largest weekly shipment re-
ceived to date.  This allocation
will include 53,700 doses of the
Johnson & Johnson vaccine.
With the Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine only requiring one dose, this
should accelerate the speed and
increase vaccination coverage
across Los Angeles County as
allotments increase.

The County continues to ex-
pand mobile vaccination servic-
es to better meet the needs of
those in underserved communi-
ties.  Public Health is also part-
nering with 24 community orga-
nizations, including many faith-
based organizations and commu-
nity clinics, as well as LA Care
health plan, to assist community
residents registering for vaccina-

tion sites.
At this time, healthcare work-

ers, residents and staff at long-
term care facilities, people 65 or
older, education and childcare
workers, food and agriculture
workers, and emergency service
workers and law enforcement are
eligible for the COVID-19 vac-
cine. Those eligible for the vac-
cine will continue to be eligible
if they've not yet been vaccinat-
ed.

For information about vaccine
appointments and when your turn
is coming up, to sign up for a vac-
cination newsletter, and much
more, visit:
www.VaccinateLACounty.com
(English) and
www.VacunateLosAngeles.com
(Spanish).

CVS Pharmacy COVID-19 Vaccination
Sites Open in West Covina

get, at 2831 E. Eastland Center
Drive) will offer the Johnson &
Johnson Janssen vaccine starting
March 5th. CVS is requiring ap-
pointments which can be made at
www.cvs.com/immunizations/
covid-19-vaccine. While the 702
N. Azusa CVS is fully booked, the
Eastland Center CVS will start
taking appointments tomorrow. It
is advised to check the website
occasionally for any availabili-
ties.

Currently, CVS is providing
vaccines to people 65 and older,
teachers (K-12), daycare and pre-

school workers and staff, health
care workers, long-term care res-
idents and staff, food and agri-
culture workers. At this time, ap-
pointments for the CVS located
at 702 is fully booked. To find the
nearest vaccination site, through
CVS, and to make an appoint-
ment, visit CVS.com

Please note that the City is not
involved with scheduling appoint-
ments. For appointments at oth-
er vaccination sites, visit the
County's website at
www.publichealth.lacounty.gov.

Residents Urged to Avoid Non-Essential
Travel as Spring Break Season Begins

Angeles County must self-quar-
antine for 10 days; please remain
at your home or lodging for the
10 days and avoid contact with
others. Please do not travel if you
are sick.  If you have COVID-19
symptoms get tested.

"To the families and friends
mourning the loss of a loved one
due to COVID-19, I send my sin-
cere condolences," said Barbara
Ferrer, PhD, MPH, MEd, Direc-
tor of Public Health. "We may
just be weeks away from reduc-
ing transmission in L.A. County
enough so that additional re-
openings are permitted.  Howev-
er, with increased case numbers
in other states, and more circu-
lating variants of concern, spring
travel can lead to another surge
that frankly would be almost im-
possible to tolerate.  Travel in-
creases the risk of getting and

spreading COVID-19. To avoid
this, please postpone travel and
continue doing your part to slow
the spread so that our recovery
journey isn't sidelined."

Public Health's compliance
teams continue to inspect busi-
nesses across the County every
day. Inspectors review compli-
ance with the Los Angeles Coun-
ty Health Officer Order, identify
violations, and issue citations for
businesses out of compliance.
From February 18 through Feb-
ruary 28, a total of 88 citations
were issued to businesses includ-
ing many restaurants and gyms for
noncompliance with Health Of-
ficer Orders.

The success of the County's
recovery depends on businesses
following the rules. Non-compli-
ance contributes to increased
community transmission.

DUARTE - Times are diffi-
cult. Some of our neighbors are
very well facing the unprecedent-
ed pressures of this pandemic on
everything from mental health to
financial burden to housing inse-
curity. The City of Duarte offers
resources to assist those vulner-
able to homelessness.

“Homelessness has been a
longstanding issue in Los Ange-
les County, but the COVID-19
pandemic has further strained
individuals financially to the
point that fundamental needs are
not being met,” said Brian Villa-
lobos. “We encourage any resi-
dent who is facing homelessness
or who knows a neighbor with
housing struggles to reach out
for help.”

City of Duarte Public Safety
Outreach Coordinator Tony Had-
loc works to improve public
health with regional partners.
Hadloc conducts direct street-
level outreach to the unhoused to
connect them to services, dis-
tribute hygiene kits with hand
sanitizer and clean socks among

Help for Duarte Resident
Facing Homelessness

many other items, and even trans-
ports individuals to safe space if
requested. Through a grant from
the San Gabriel Valley Council of
Governments, the City of Duarte
also has an assigned housing nav-
igator and case worker through
Union Station Homeless Servic-
es (USHS). Hadloc will refer cli-
ents to USHS that wish to enter
the Los Angeles Coordinated
Entry System to receive full case
management including bridge
housing, permanent housing and
employment opportunities. Du-
arte’s assigned housing navigator,
Lisa Montano, works Monday
through Thursday and every oth-
er Friday, holding office hours at
Duarte Park, Tuesday and
Wednesday from 11 AM to 3:30
PM, and is on-call as needed.

The City of Duarte also part-
ners closely with Foothill Unity
Center (790 West Chestnut Ave.,
Monrovia, CA). Foothill Unity
Center provides clothing, food,
school supplies, support and cri-
sis services, health service pro-
grams, and other special pro-
grams to the Foothill communi-
ty. Starting in summer 2020,
Foothill Unity was a subgrant re-
cipient through the City of Du-
arte to provide hygiene services
for the unhoused. This funding
from the City of Duarte has al-
lowed Foothill Unity Center to
secure mobile restrooms and a
handwashing station - services

that became even more important
during the pandemic as public
restrooms were shut down. Foot-
hill Unity Center recently ac-
quired separate grant funding to
also offer mobile showers. Visit
the Foothill Unity Center website
or call their office at (626) 258-
3486 for support.

Additionally, Hadloc conducts
intake for the City’s homeless
prevention and diversion pro-
gram. The City has a number of
resources available to communi-
ty members who are either cur-
rently unhoused or at risk of be-
coming homeless due to any
number of reasons, including but
not limited to unpaid rent, over-
due utility bills, family or room-
mate dispute, auto repair prevent-
ing access to work, lack of rent-
al deposit, or inability to pay
moving costs. Any other barrier
that may lead to homelessness
can be discussed.

If you or someone you know
needs help here in Duarte, please
contact Tony Hadloc at (626)
386-6819 to discuss available
homeless and homeless preven-
tion resources.

Prevention/diversion funds
are limited and distributed on a
first-come, first-serve basis. The
City of Duarte maintains the right
to approve or deny funding appli-
cations based on a needs assess-
ment. Must be a resident of Du-
arte.
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HR 803: Land and Water Grab
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To Will One Thing
Soren Kierkegaard, the Danish

theologian and philosopher, is
known as the father of existen-
tialism. Many of his writing ap-
peared as essays he called “Edi-
fying Discourses.” Among them
is “Purity of Heart is to Will One
Thing,” in which he warns against
double mindedness. A valid voca-
tion, he held, is one that consis-
tently consumes a person so that
they are not distracted by other
interests.

Kierkegaard quotes the Greek
poet Archilochus who wrote,
"The Fox knows many things, but
the Hedgehog knows one big
thing.”There are many different
interpretations of this parable.
The psychologist Phil Tetlock
sees it as a way of understanding
two diverse cognitive lifestyles.
Foxes and Hedgehogs have dif-
ferent strategies for different
problems. Foxes are comfortable
with nuance, are always looking
for new adventures, and can live
with contradictions. Hedgehogs,
on the other hand, focus on one
consuming perspective. They re-
duce every problem to a single
organizing principle. Kierkeg-
aard believed that Hedgehogs had
it right, but most of us are a com-
bination of both Fox and Hedge-
hog.

A good friend has dedicated
his scholarly life to focusing on
the relationship between the
Greek and Roman classics (prin-
cipally Homer’s poetry) and the
New Testament gospels. His
world-class reputation demon-
strates how the gospel writers
often mimicked the Greeks.
While his focus has been “to will
one thing,” I have been consumed
by a variety of vocational fasci-
nations. My friend sees himself
as a Hedgehog, and he sees me
as a Fox. Both of us agree on the
basic accuracy of these depic-
tions. While he agrees with the
Dane, I’m not so sure. Clearly,
however, there is both Fox and
Hedgehog in each of us. My

Recently we've seen several
write-ups on Protecting Ameri-
ca's Wilderness and Public Lands
(PAW) Act which is a package of
eight bills affecting California,
Arizona, Washington and Colo-
rado. In total, we are seeing 1.2
million acres classified as new
wilderness, which is the most
restrictive federal land use clas-
sification, designates 1,200
miles of wild, scenic, and recre-
ation rivers; pulls over 1 million
acres from new mining claims;
and expands nearly 110,000 acres
of national monument land, ma-
jority of which is the San Gabri-
el Mountains National Monu-
ment. The House vote was 227
to 200 almost along party lines
with eight Republicans reported
to vote for the bill. One Republi-
can has said he will be changing
his vote to oppose. It now goes
to the Senate.

South Dakota representatives
have said with President Biden
pulling the permit for the Key-
stone XL Pipeline and Biden's
goal of protecting 30% of the
U.S. lands and waters by 2030,
our western states, and particu-
larly small communities, are go-
ing to be totally devastated.

SB 803 is huge and it is diffi-
cult in some cases to round up
all the information. Putting to-
gether bits and pieces of fact and
opinion, this is what has been
gathered up this week. The
amount of land and water that is
being taken by the Democrats at
the federal level is massive and
will have an impact on states to
be able to do business. I am still
reviewing what has happened
here in the San Gabriel Valley.

Colorado's bill, Colorado Wil-
derness Act, by U.S. Rep. Diana
DeGette includes about 660,000
acres, but on the map is not one,
wide swathe, but a polka dot of
areas, and mostly under the juris-
diction of Bureau of Land Man-
agement. DeGette, has pursued
this wilderness protection for 20

My Opinion: By D. B. Shimel
Recently, in the middle of the

night, the U. S. House of Repre-
sentatives passed the 791-page
monstrosity of a bill they labeled
HR 1, also known as the "For the
people Act of 2021". This title is
a scam. Some provisions, like
ensuring all voting machines used
in U.S. elections are manufac-
tured in the United States or in-
creasing access for voters with
disabilities, are supported by
both parties. Most other provi-
sions are onerous at best. Be-
cause of space limitations I have
only summarized the most egre-
gious parts of this bill. The words
"this bill" are frequently omitted
to reduce redundancy.

The lead paragraph states:  "To
expand Americans' access to the
ballot box, reduce the influence
of big money in politics,
strengthen ethics rules for pub-
lic servants, and implement oth-
er anti-corruption measures for
the purpose of fortifying our de-
mocracy, and for other purpos-
es."  Correctly, this document
further states under Article I, sec-
tion 4, paragraph 1, of the Con-
stitution, the individual states
shall decide how the voting for
Senators and Representatives will
be conducted. But then, also says,
"Congress may at any time by law
make or alter such Regulations
…" Constitutionally, Congress

years.
In a second bill, Colorado

Outdoor Recreation and Econo-
my Act, would turn 400,000
acres of public lands into wilder-
ness areas making them off lim-
its to public recreation, withdraw
200,000 acres from new mining
leases, oil and gas extraction and
make Camp Hale, a World War II
training camp, the first historic
landscape.

In Washington State, Wild
Olympics Wilderness and Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act, would des-
ignate 131,900 new acres of des-
ignated wilderness and add 457
miles of Wild and Scenic Rivers.
This is a situation of repeatedly
introducing these bills over 10
years without being able to pass
them.

In Arizona, their bill provides
a moratorium on 1 million acres
around the Grand Canyon on new
mining. This is the same mora-
torium that took place in 2008,
but former President Trump took
steps reversing that block. SB
803 makes the moratorium per-
manent.

Sen. Kamala Harris, when run-
ning for president, submitted
three California wilderness bills
with California House members,
written expecting liberal Demo-
crats to win, so these areas could
be included in the massive HR
803. All passed as part of that
package, and I've not found any

specific changes when incorpo-
rated into HR 803.

• Northwest California Wil-
derness, Recreation, and Work-
ing Forests Act with Rep. Jared
Huffman (D - Eureka) establish-
es the Condor National Scenic
Trail, and protected approximate-
ly 260,000 acres of wilderness
in and around Trinity and Six Riv-
ers National Forests.

• Central Coast Heritage Pro-
tection Act, with Rep Salud Or-
tiz Carbajal, (D- Santa Barbara)
would protect almost 250,000
acres as wilderness in the Los
Padres National Forest and Car-
rizo Plain National Monument.

• San Gabriel Mountains and
Rivers Protection Act, with Rep.
Judy Chu (D - Pasadena/Glendo-
ra) adding an additional 109,143
acres of the west, south side of
the Angeles National Forest; and,
adding 51,107 acres of the SG
National Recreation area that in-
cludes, not only forest, but pri-
vate property from Pasadena to
Claremont.

• Not mentioned in the Harris
bills, but included HR 803 pack-
age, is Sen. Adam Schiff's Rim of
the Valley (D - Pasadena / Bur-
bank) legislation that would add
191,000 acres to the Santa Mon-
ica Mountains National Recre-
ation Area.

A couple of things to consid-
er when you look at HR 803. Cal-
ifornia is back in drought condi-
tions and Southern California will
probably be hit the hardest be-
cause of the liberal environmen-
talist attitude in the north over
THEIR delta water and fish pres-
ervation.

Second, this bill turns land and
water management over to the
federal government and Nation-
al Park Services. Since I've been
involved with the Schiff - Chu
land grab proposals, that federal
organization has maintained their
$12 billion maintenance backlog.
U.S. Park Service properties are
literally falling apart.

Hedgehog friend has been an avid
ice hockey player, and is now a
gourmet cook.

In my Fox-like vocational his-
tory, as a teen I knew that I want-
ed to be a medical doctor. But
then each summer I spent a mar-
velous week at a church youth
conference, and was so taken by
that experience that at 18 during
my final year at the conference,
I stepped forward and committed
my life to the Christian ministry.
That fall I began my higher edu-
cation by attending a church col-
lege that most clearly resembled
my youth conference experi-
ence. Seven years later I began
my ministerial career.

While I have maintained my
work with congregations for the
ensuing half century, it took a
long time to realize just where
my commitment basically resid-
ed. The root of my vocation has
been a lifetime affirming the
teachings of Jesus. The church
has been the fundamental vehicle
adopted to live out that commit-
ment. Given the vocational foun-
dation in the life, teachings and
call of Jesus. I am, however, pri-
marily a Fox, but with a life giv-
en “to will one thing.”

While I am partly Hedgehog,
the Fox in me has sought to find
and work out a variety of disci-
plines in addition to congrega-
tional ministry. But never out of
focus is affirming Jesus’ prayer
that the Kingdom may come on
earth as it is in heaven.

With that commitment always
central, let me briefly describe
where this Fox has wandered.

Teaching has always been a
fascination, beginning with
teaching New Testament Greek
to undergraduates during my
seminary years. Since then I have
taught part time at the Chicago
Theological Seminary, The Dis-
ciples Seminary Foundation and
the Lexington Theological Sem-
inary, and full-time on the theo-
logical faculty of a seminary that

is part of the University of Mel-
bourne. (Australia)

The Fox in me has been invest-
ed in writing. I have produced ten
books, basically on theology and
the role of the church.

I have been a journalist pub-
lishing over 700 columns in a
Missouri daily newspaper and
over 200 columns during my re-
tirement in Claremont, Califor-
nia. In addition, I have at times
been a regular columnist for two
magazines and have been pub-
lished in a number of other jour-
nals.

I have also been involved
working with various organiza-
tions on peace and justice issues
such as “The Clergy Consultation
Service on Problem Pregnan-
cies.” I was the founder of “Dis-
ciples for Mission and Renewal,”
and a founding member of “Dis-
ciples Justice Action Network.”
(DJAN)

These issues all have all been
related to my commitment to the
teachings of Jesus. Thus the
Hedgehog part of me.

As a Fox, I have had a longtime
goal to develop each year a new
interest in a variety of unrelated
matters. Just as examples:

I have attempted to learn sev-
eral languages.

I became involved with Stu-
dents for a Democratic Society.

I learned to play the flute, the
recorder, the trumpet, the guitar,
the violin, none of them well but
then, things worth doing may be
worth doing poorly.

For two years I was the direc-
tor of a not-for profit agency
working with marginal students
helping them find the economic
resources that allowed them to
stay in school.

I founded an organization con-
cerning juveniles who had been
caught in the adult criminal jus-
tice system.

I became an instrument-rated
airplane pilot, and spent several
years on a motorcycle, and many
summers sailing my sloop off the
coast of Maine.

In my 80s and now 90s I have
become a watercolor artist.

Now in 2021 I have yet to see
what new matter will get the at-
tention of this Fox.

To will one thing focuses on
the Hedgehog in me. To be in-
volved in a variety of other con-
cerns reflects my nature as a Fox.
What are you?

Contact Charles Bayer at
candwbayer@verizon.net

The Newest Attack on States Rights - HR 1
can only regulate the method,
time and place for the election
of members of Congress. Dem-
ocrats have chosen to ignore this
troublesome issue.

If passed by the Senate and
approved by the President it will
become law. One would expect
this law to be challenged by many
entities. Firstly, it is an unfunded
mandate - meaning that, commu-
nities, states and schools, will be
required to spend tax-payer mon-
ey to implement. Also, this bill
would regulate how all voting
throughout the nation is conduct-
ed. Further, to prevent states from
changing the legislation, this act
requires states to obtain approv-
al from the federal government
before implementing any chang-
es. Finally, any group that wants
to challenge this legislation
could only file in the District
Court for the District of Colum-
bia and all plaintiffs would be re-
quired "to file joint papers or to
be represented by a single attor-
ney …"

I present here a paragraph used
to justify this congressional pow-
er grab. "Congress also finds that
States and localities have eroded
access to the right to vote
through restrictions on the right
to vote including excessively
onerous voter identification re-
quirements, burdensome voter

registration procedures, voter
purges, limited and unequal ac-
cess to voting by mail, polling
place closures, unequal distribu-
tion of election resources, and
other impediments."

All states would have to pro-
vide: automatic voter registration
(AVR) meaning, any person that
has given information to desig-
nated government agencies, such
as the Department of Motor Ve-
hicles, a public university, or a
social service agency would be
automatically registered to vote;
no ID required to register and
cast ballots; same day registra-
tion (again without proving citi-
zenship, just sign an affidavit say-
ing you are who you say you are);
signature verification on mail-in
ballots would no longer be a re-
quirement; people must be al-
lowed to register online without
proof of identification or citizen-
ship; States would not be allowed
to purge voter rolls or prosecute
non-citizens who register
through AVR and vote (legalizes
non-citizen voting); mandates
universal absentee ballots mean-
ing anyone can request absentee
ballots for any reason; and, legal-
izes the practice of mailing out
ballots to all registered voters -
even those who have moved or
passed away.  States would be
prohibited from cross-checking
signatures on registration ad-
dresses or voting.

Legalizes limitless nationwide
ballot harvesting. Mandates all
states make absentee voter box-
es available 45 days before any
election, and count ballots for 10
days after the election. Mandates
changes to the composition of
the Federal Election Commis-
sion (FEC) to facilitate Demo-
crat domination of the Commis-
sion. Requires voter registration
for those under 18, and requires
colleges and universities to hire
officials to inform students about
elections and encourage voter
registration.  HR 1 further, pro-
hibits the publication of "mis-

leading information" (who de-
cides what misleading is) about
elections making it a federal
crime to "communicate, or cause
to be communicated, informa-
tion" that is knowingly false, and
designed to discourage voting,
and carries with it a sentence of
up to 5 years.

Allows politicians to use cam-
paign funds for personal use such
as daycare costs.

Requires (implies Democrat
run) "independent" congression-
al district commissions be set up,
taking power away from the state
legislature. Creates a new com-
mission that would study elec-
tions but would consist of 10
members, only 4 of whom would
be selected by the minority par-
ty, giving the majority (usually
Democrat) total control.

Mandates new disclosure for
donations by corporations. Pro-
vides oversight of online politi-
cal advertising covering any form
of advertising over the Internet.
Weakens the Supreme Court's
'Citizens United' decision up-
holding the case against cam-
paign advertising limitations by
non-candidate funded political
action groups, thus limiting these
group's freedom of speech.

HR 1 urges D.C. statehood and
representation for territories,
increasing Democrat domination
of Congress.

Changes rules "around con-
flicts of interest" for the presi-
dent and vice president requiring
they divest all financial interests
that could pose a conflict of in-
terest for them, their families.
Finally, this bill changes FEC
rules for presidential candidates,
making it mandatory that candi-
dates provide tax returns for the
previous ten years - a violation
of the Fourth Amendment.

In summary, this bill is a bla-
tant example of Congressional,
tyrannical, overreach and surrep-
titiously gives Congress the au-
thority to administer all facets of
all elections.

SACRAMENTO – Governor
Gavin Newsom announced that,
since the state began dedicating
10 percent of vaccine supply for
education workers on March 1,
over 200,000 education workers
have been vaccinated, far exceed-
ing the state’s goal of 75,000 vac-
cines per week.

“This is welcome news for
teachers, students and parents as
more and more schools reopen
safely across the state,” said Gov-
ernor Newsom. “We will contin-
ue working with our local part-
ners to accelerate this effort in
communities across the state so
that all school staff have access
to a vaccine within weeks.”

California was among the first
states to authorize vaccines for
education workers, with vaccine
prioritization a core component
of the Safe Schools for All Plan
since December. Prior to the
Governor’s 10-percent commit-
ment, 35 counties were actively
vaccinating education workers.
Last week, through accelerated
county-led efforts and supple-
mental state efforts, over
200,000 education workers in all
58 counties were vaccinated.

This news comes on the heels

Gov. Newsom Announces
Over 200,000 Education
Workers Have Been
Vaccinated in the Past
Week, Surpassing Goal

of continued success in Califor-
nia’s vaccination effort – 10.5
million vaccinations have been
administered in the state. More
than one in 10 Californians over
the age of 16 (3.35 million) are
fully vaccinated and more than
one in four (1.7 million) people
65 and over are fully vaccinated.

The Governor last week
signed a $6.6 billion package to
safely get students back in
school, which provides addition-
al funding to support safety mea-
sures for in-person instruction
and expanded learning opportu-
nities. The package also codifies
several successful state initia-
tives, including the Governor’s
commitment, beginning March
1, to dedicate 10 percent of the
state’s vaccine supply to educa-
tion workers – such as teachers,
paraprofessionals, school bus
drivers, child care workers and
site-based administrators. The
state outlined its plan to execute
on the Governor’s commitment
last month.

For more information about
safe returns to in-person instruc-
tion, please visit
schools.covid19.ca.gov.
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FINANCIAL / CONSUMER
Your Money - Ask Julia

Julia Yoder

Time For An Overbought
Market To Consolidate?

The San Gabriel Valley            Examiner

By Gene Morrill - Certified Automotive Specialists

How Often Should You
Have Your Car Serviced?

During this earnings season
many of my colleagues on Wall
Street shared their opinions that
the market's momentum has been
too good to believe.  Many of
their stock picks were up over
20% in terms of earnings mo-
mentum, earnings stability, earn-
ings surprises, sales growth, mar-
gin expansion, cash flow and/or
return on equity.  It has been a
phenomenal earnings season.
Analyst earnings revisions were
up over 22% year to date. This
has been a major driver of stocks,
but I believe the market is over-
due for some consolidation.

For consumers to really cheer
up Covid-19 restrictions need to
be lifted in most states.  One op-
timistic forecast sees "herd im-
munity" occurring in April, which
might cause many more states to
lift their restrictions.  Texas,
Mississippi, Iowa, Montana and
the Dakotas have already ceased
their mask mandates.  We're
coming up to the one-year anni-
versary of the first lockdowns.  It
is against human nature for peo-
ple to be locked up, somewhat in
isolation.  Most American's want
to get back to normal, sooner
rather than later.

I expect to see a positive re-
bound by April. In the market as
well as the economy year-over-
year comparisons should be phe-
nomenal this spring and summer.
President Biden is still in his
honeymoon phase.  Most media
is saving their major attacks for
the governors of California and
New York (over their Covid-19
mistakes and restrictions).  An-
other reason that the stock mar-
ket has continued to meander
higher is that there is significant
liquidity sloshing around.

The stock market also seems
to be climbing a "wall of worry".
Headlines tell us about what is
going wrong.  California's roll-

I know in this day and age it is
sometimes difficult to remem-
ber certain appointments…like
going to the dentist or the doc-
tor every six months…or having
your vehicle serviced at least
twice a year!  You can ignore it
until suddenly you aren't feeling
your best, or you experience a
toothache, or your car breaks
down.

Here is what your car's owner
manual tells you should happen
and how often.  We recommend
you visit us every six months to
keep your vehicle in tip-top
shape!

Your owner's manual states
that every time you stop for fuel
you need to:

•  Check engine oil level and
add as required.

•  Check windshield washer
solvent and add if required.

Once a month you are sup-
posed to:

•  Check tire pressure and look

If a recession happens, what
can I do to be more prepared?

The government doesn't de-
clare a "recession" until the U.S.
economy has endured a 6-month-
long downturn. It's always impor-
tant to get your own financial
house in order. When there's a
recession, cost of goods and in-
terest rates both go up, some-
times dramatically. Almost all
credit cards and home-equity
lines of credit are adjustable in-
terest rates. Credit cards do not
typically have a rate limit; home-
equity lines of credit are re-
quired to adhere to the contract,
typically limiting frequency and
amount of rate increases. Put
money into an emergency fund!
This money needs to be exclu-
sively for urgent, absolutely nec-
essary, and totally unexpected
expenses. It should be 3-6
months of living expenses, and
accessible by paper checks, as
well as ATM. Check your home
and car insurances and save
enough to cover the deductibles.
IF there's no recession, having
your house in financial order will
still be a really good place to be.

The interest earned on my
CDs is nearly wiped out by the
taxes on interest earned. If I put
my money into an annuity, when
would I have to pay taxes?

Money in an annuity grows tax
deferred. You don't have to pay
taxes on the growth until you start
taking distributions or withdraw
funds. This is important. While
your money is sitting in an annu-
ity, the amount you put in, plus
the interest it is earning, is com-
pound growing rather than being
spent to pay taxes.

We're just not going to have

LOS ANGELES COUNTY -
As businesses and schools begin
to reopen with safety modifica-
tions in L.A. County, Public
Health continues to remind ev-
eryone that 1) wearing a mask, 2)
washing your hands or using hand
sanitizer, and 3) keeping your dis-
tance from people that don’t live
with you continue to be the best
ways to avoid getting and spread-
ing COVID-19. Our daily new
case reports remain high, and
community transmission is still
widespread.

Gatherings, even with people
you know who have no symptoms
and have tested negative, can still
result in spread of the virus to
many people. The risk of spread

LOS ANGELES COUNTY
- Keith Knox, Los Angeles
County Treasurer and Tax Col-
lector mailed approximately
137,000 Payment Activity No-
tices to Los Angeles County
property owners. The notices
alert property owners that the
Department's records reflect no
payment, a partial payment, or
a late payment on the first in-
stallment of their property tax-
es for the current tax year 2020-
21. The notices include the at-
tached insert which provides
important information regard-
ing Penalty Cancellation Re-
quests and payment options, as
our offices remain closed to the
public during this COVID-19
pandemic. "Property owners
who were unable to pay their
property taxes on time for rea-
sons related to COVID-19 may
submit a Penalty Cancellation
Request online at
ttc.lacounty.gov," Mr. Knox ad-
vised.

Mr. Knox further said, "As
a result of this mailing, proper-
ty owners may find it difficult

enough money in our retirement
savings for us to have the life-
style we were dreaming about.
What do we do now?

Make a new plan. This will take
looking at what you've got, what
options you have available, mak-
ing a plan, and putting that plan
into action.  A good financial pro-
fessional will ask a lot of ques-
tions in gathering the detailed
facts about your current savings,
as well as about what you want
your money to do for you.  They
will let you know if you are al-
ready doing a good job of retire-
ment planning on your own, ex-
plain your options, and tell you
what changes (easy or uncom-
fortable) that you need to strong-
ly consider.

With mortgage interest rates
still historically low, would this
be a good time to take some of
the equity from our home and
invest in some rental proper-
ties?

Mortgage rates are low, and
real estate property prices are
high. If you lost your income,
how long could you make your
mortgage payments? The pan-
demic brought about job losses
and lending institutions have al-

lowed temporary postponement
of mortgage payments. What if
your tenants were to lose their
income due to the pandemic?
You couldn't evict them, and you
would have to allow them to tem-
porarily stop paying rent, there-
by losing that income to pay
mortgage payments on your rent-
al property(-ies). Although not
all-inclusive, here are some more
things to think about before mak-
ing this decision.  Cost:  mort-
gages, taxes, insurance, upkeep,
repairs, vacancies.  Do you plan
to be the landlords, or hire a prop-
erty manager?  Emergencies:  liq-
uid funds (easily accessible), life
insurance to cover expenses and/
or pay off debts with the loss of
income of one of you due to ill-
ness or death.  New laws in Cali-
fornia are more tenant-friendly,
not landlord friendly. Learn ev-
erything you can about obeying
these relatively new laws. Exit
plan:  How many years do you
plan to hold these properties?
Will you hold these properties in
the name of a trust?  Will you be
utilizing 'exchanges'?  Learn
about your options:  What other
places could you invest to poten-
tially reach your financial goals?

Ask Julia by email:
juliayoder@yahoo.com

This is your opportunity to
simplify your life by having one
professional working personally
with you to coordinate your fi-
nances, investments, real estate,
mortgage, insurance, retirement,
and estate plans. CA Insurance
0C83859/Real Estate Broker
01238153/ Nat'l. Ethics Assoc.
Accident-Medical-Dental dis-
count plans:
CalStarBenefits.com/28485

As More Businesses and Schools
Reopen, Public Health Highlights
the Most Effective Ways to
Prevent COVID-19 Transmission

increases when people are not
diligent about consistently and
correctly wearing face masks or
keeping their physical distance
and when people gather indoors.

Daily testing for the virus is
not a substitute for masks, infec-
tion control and distancing since
it does not prevent someone
from becoming infected and
from passing the virus along to
others. Because of the virus’ long
incubation period, even a person
who has recently tested negative
for the virus could be positive
within hours of testing and can
infect other people unknowing-
ly.

As a reminder, anyone who
tests positive needs to isolate

from others for at least 10 days,
until symptoms have improved,
and they are fever free for at least
24 hours. Any person that tests
positive for COVID-19 may be
able to infect others for up to 10
days after being diagnosed, even
if the person never had symptoms
or their symptoms have subsid-
ed, and anyone who tests positive
for COVID-19 may have infect-
ed others at least 48 hours before
they tested positive or before
they had any symptoms.

Isolating when sick or after
testing positive and quarantining
when exposed to an infected per-
son are two other critical strate-
gies for slowing the spread of
COVID-19.

Los Angeles County Treasurer and Tax
Collector Mails Notices of Payment Due

to reach us on the telephone.
They may obtain answers to
the great majority of their ques-
tions, including how to request
a copy of a property tax bill,
obtain the amount due on any
parcel, or find the tax payment
history for the past three fiscal
tax years on the Los Angeles

County Property Tax Portal at
propertytax.lacounty.gov.
Property owners may also call
the toll-free Property Tax In-
formation Line at 1(888) 807-
2111, where automated infor-
mation is available 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week."

ing electricity blackouts from
last year have now spread.  Tex-
as' historic freeze stopped many
wind turbines and caused wide-
spread blackouts.  Europe is also
very cold, which has caused its
wind turbines to also freeze up
and many of their solar panels
were covered by snow.  Compli-
cating matters our sun has had no
sunspots for several months!
Many observers worry about a
phenomenon which caused a
mini-ice age in Europe between
1645 and 1715.  In a series of
warning signs, the Thames River
has frozen for the first time in 60
years.  Athens, Greece was cov-
ered by snow last week - so
much so that they had to suspend
Covid-19 vaccinations.  And, over
72% of the U.S. had snow on the
ground.

The truth of the matter is that
the stock market has been over-
bought for over a month.  It may
now be time for Wall Street to
consolidate its recent gains.  In a
brewing inflationary environ-
ment, growth stocks have tradi-
tionally been a great inflation
hedge, so consolidation could
just be the "pause that refreshes"
before the next surge as we await
the first-quarter announcement
season, beginning mid-April.

Struggling economies must
now deal with power outages,
extreme winter weather and Cov-
id-19 restrictions. Confidence in
green energy solutions should be

impacted by extreme weather
(and not just in Texas and Cali-
fornia).  Due to extreme cold and
power outages, I had expected
that first quarter GDP estimates
might have to be revised lower by
economists in both Europe and
the U.S.  However, the Atlanta Fed
is now estimating annualized
first-quarter GDP growth at
+9.5% (up from 4.5% in the pre-
vious week), even though Europe
is slipping into a double-dip re-
cession.  How did this forecast
revision happen?

In this Brave New World re-
tail sales can rise dramatically,
even in bad weather, through on-
line sales. The Commerce De-
partment announced last Wednes-
day that retail sales rose 5.3% in
January after declining for three
straight months.  Economists
were expecting sales to rise just
1%.  There is no doubt that the
$600 debit cards the federal gov-
ernment sent out likely stimulat-
ed sales.  As consumers contin-
ue to "nest," spending on elec-
tronics and appliances rose
14.7%, furniture sales rose 12%,
on-line sales rose 11%, and
sporting goods (including gun
sales) rose 8%.  Smith & Wes-
son alone sold twice as many
handguns and rifles than a year
ago during their fiscal quarter
ending January 31st. Sales at bars
& restaurants rose 7% in Janu-
ary.  This bodes well for a faster
recovery when more Covid-19
restrictions are lifted.  Exclud-
ing gas station and vehicle sales,
retail sales rose 6% in January,
raising hope for an ongoing im-
pressive rebound!

LIVE LOCAL, SHOP LO-
CAL - THIS IS THE TIME
OUR MERCHANTS NEED US

I welcome your questions and
c o m m e n t s :
kenherman46@hotmail.com

for unusual wear or damage
•  Inspect battery and clean and

tighten terminals as required.
•  Check fluid levels of cool-

ant reservoir, power steering,
brake master cylinder, and trans-
mission and add as needed

•  Check all lights and all oth-
er electrical items for correct
operation

At every oil change you are
supposed to:

•  Inspect exhaust system
•  Inspect brake hoses
•  Rotate tires at each oil

change interval shown on sched-
ule "A" (Highway miles) or every
other interval as shown on sched-
ule "B" (Stop and go miles).

•  Check coolant level, hoses,
and clamps.

•  After completion of off-
road operation, the underside of
the vehicle should be thoroughly
inspected.

•  Examine threaded fasteners
for looseness

That is what the kindly, full-
service gas station attendant used
to do for us.  Now that everything
is self serve, we tend to drive up,
fill up and drive off. Think about
it. Do you check your engine oil
level or your washer solvent at
each fuel stop?  Do you monthly
check your tire pressure, inspect
your battery, and check fluid lev-
els, lights and other electrical
items?  The majority of consum-

ers never lifts the hood of their
car or even looks at their tires,
much less checks the pressure.
Some, when it is time for an oil
change are adamant that we just
change their oil as they are in a
hurry and everything else seems
fine.

It is true that our cars are in-
creasingly sophisticated pieces
of machinery and that our oil is
better able to withstand a couple
of extra thousand miles between
changes but how about all those
other services that the gas station
attendant used to take care of for
us?  Sadly, the answer for the
most part is no one!  You should
at least have your vehicle serviced
twice a year at the minimum. If
you don't, think about what can go
wrong between visits without
someone lifting the hood and
someone checking your tire
pressure and fluid levels.

Remember, we love cars,
trucks and SUV's!  We want them
to run at peak efficiency so that
they are safe and reliable for you!
Don't be a stranger.  Stop on by
and let us lift the hood for you!

Certified Auto Specialists: the
friendlier and more helpful auto
shop! Feel free to call 626-963-
0814 with any questions and we
will be glad to help, or visit our
website at CertifiedAutoCa.com.

Hometown Service You Can
Count On!
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George Ogden
That’s just the way it is!

Phone Scams, Scams by Mail and
Door Knock Scams. WAKE UP!

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: BASEBALL

ACROSS
1. Turkey trot, e.g.
6. Dadaist Jean
9. *____ crew, Milwaukee Brew-
ers fan base
13. Poppy seed derivative
14. Afghan monetary unit
15. Hotel room option
16. Category of artistic compo-
sition
17. Between northeast and east
18. Relating to pond scum
19. *Babe Ruth's first major
league team
21. *____-and-____ sport
23. Dog command
24. Bald eagle's home
25. Witchy woman
28. Back wound?
30. Siskel or Ebert
35. Smoothing appliance
37. Distinctive flair
39. Stomata, sing.
40. Burlap fiber
41. Archeologist's find
43. Estimated arrivals
44. Discompose
46. Cobbler's concern
47. Merlin or Gandalf
48. *B in RBI
50. Close by
52. Spade for stony ground
53. Karl of politics
55. Between ready and go
57. *Left, center or right one
61. *Yankees' only #4
64. Blast from the past
65. Crew tool
67. Helped
69. ____ one's time, past tense
70. Schiller's poem
71. Express contempt
72. What Simon does
73. Cut grass
74. Intoxicating
DOWN
1. *Eat a hot one at the game
2. Copycat
3. *Number of standard baseball
positions
4. Miss Muffet's meal
5. Vomiting
6. Highest point
7. *Scoring unit
8. Annapolis frosh
9. Tulip's early stage
10. Capital of Latvia
11. Et alibi (2 words)
12. Water source
15. Bacchus' attendants
20. Weasel's aquatic cousin
22. *Baseball trajectory
24. Diver's edible reward
25. Muslim woman's headscarf
26. Caribbean island destination
27. Gained access to (2 words)
29. Hoppy beers
31. Individual unit
32. Bottom line

33. Idealized image
34. *Katie ____ or "____ at the
Bat"
36. Empty when kids leave
38. World's longest river
42. Cut it out
45. Moved a flock of sheep
49. Certain John's or Jane's last
name
51. Re-use old ideas
54. Car sound, to a toddler

56. Trinity
57. Small door-opening devices
58. One of the hipbones, pl.
59. Whirlpool
60. "Big Little ____"
61. What Jack's beanstalk did
62. It comes to mind
63. Turned to the right, like a
horse
66. Commotion or fuss
68. Wine quality

March 4, 2021 Puzzle Solution

By Ed "Hondo" Torres
1. U.S. Senator Hirono of Ha-

waii has been adamant that every
time a woman makes an accusa-
tion of sexual harassment she
must-be-believed, but now that
N.Y. Governor Cuomo has been
accused several times, she dodg-
es and digresses…  She should
not dodder simply because she
and "the guv" are in the same po-
litical party

2. Reportedly overheard while
standing-in-line, an ol' guy say-
ing: "My mother wore the pants
in the family… and had extra
pairs."…

3. Earning a good education is
a good precursor for becoming
a productive member of soci-
ety…  Having political and edu-
cational leaders who fail their
constituents with schools that
historically do a poor job of ed-
ucating students will result, of
course, in too many failing adults
- and the cycle of poverty thus
will continue.

4. Some people often readily
accuse others of being racists
simply to avoid having a reason-
able discussion on important top-
ics of local and national interest.

5. Many people in-the-Valley
are military veterans, but most
are almost invisible - few in pub-
lic give "any hint" of their past
service.

6. In the wacky world of cur-

I have talked about this subject
more than once. I feel it's impor-
tant and it needs to be addressed
again.

I had a friend who is a bit gull-
ible. She received one of those
phone calls stating that she had
some issues that were pending
and could result in some type of
criminal prosecution. However,
if she was to resolve this with a
$600 payment, this would satisfy
the issue and everything would be
resolved. However, they stated
that they can't accept a payment
over the phone via a credit card
or even an electronic type check.
They had a different procedure to
use. They wanted her, the victim,
to go to Stater Brothers and pur-
chased 3 Amazon gift cards at
$200 each. Apparently, there's a
number on the back that autho-
rizes the activation of that card.
She was to call them back imme-
diately after purchasing these
cards so they could process this
for her case and to get it resolved.

She actually went down and
got these 3 gift cards and had a
conversation with them again. It
was at that point she said that she
told them this sounded like a
scam and wasn't going to go any
further. The phone conversation
was terminated and she returned
to Stater Brothers to return the
cards, but it's not their policy to
accept returns. Don't let these
scammers do this to you.

Sometimes you get a phone
call and it's about your automo-
bile warranty that has expired. I
have fun with this. I asked him
what car he is talking about. I love
the part when they ask "what car
do I have?" I reminded them that
they called me, so they should
have that car's information in
front of them on the computer
screen.  Their next comment is
that, "I'm off the screen at the
moment." I asked them if it's
about my Corvette and they say
yes. It's a brand-new Corvette so
why is the warrantee expiring on
a brand-new car? I was surprised
with one response that I could get
additional coverage. My guess is
that if a water pump goes out, I
can now get two for the price of
one. I then rattle off some of my
other cars. I let them come up
with some numbers. After about
20 minutes, he realized I was just
playing with him. I think what
tipped it off is when I asked him
about the Ferrari. He finally hung

Seen or Heard Around Town
And in The Valley

rent society, depending on one's
point of view, seems that "every-
body" is labeled a HERO, includ-
ing "the homeless", the guy who
quit smoking, the "incarcerated"
and the man who feeds the pi-
geons at the park -- whether the
pigeons are hungry or not…
Nonetheless, there are REAL
heroes, and certainly not every-
one IS one…

7. All Republicans are violent
and racist extremists, and the
Democrats all lovable, cuddly
Americans.

8. Again, in the wacky world
we live in, some say there is no-
such-thing as being "abnormal",
that everyone and everything is
normal…  Seriously?…

9. Some say they voted for

Biden for president because "he's
for open borders", and that this
country should allow any and all
people of the world to come to
the United States of America.

10. Once-upon-a-time the ca-
ble companies came into towns
as everyone's best friend, prom-
ising to be responsive to the
needs of the local citizenry, but
now they seem to be in cahoots
with each other,  "bleeding" ev-
eryone with high priced T.V. pro-
gramming and even higher priced
internet service…  By the way,
what role do the public's politi-
cal representatives play in all this
mess?

Comments to Ed "Hondo"
Torres: honnod1@yahoo.com

up.
Don't you love it when the

bank calls you and tells you that
you have a problem with your
credit card and your account? I
saw this gig on YouTube. This guy
was hilarious. He recorded a
lengthy conversation with this
scammer. He talked like an old
man that can't understand what
was going on. He kept telling the
scammer, "yes, send me the
credit card". This scammer was
getting frustrated so the victim
handed over the phone to his
daughter. The only thing that he
actually did was change his voice.
She was just as stupid as the old
man voice. Then she handed over
the phone to her son. Again, a
simple change in the voice put 3
people on the phone. This
scammer got so fed up that she's
talking to too many dumb people
and hung up. People, it works. It
works on every type of scam.

Most of us are stuck at home
and have nothing better to do but
to wait for those phone calls to
come in so we can play the game
right back at them. Remember,
the longer you keep them on the
phone will result in less poten-
tial victims that they end up con-
tacting.

You also get those scams in the
mail requesting that you donate
to a Police Association or Fire
Department Association. For
$25 donation they send you a
decal and maybe if you're lucky
a calendar. None of that money
will ever go to either of those
organizations. Police and Fire
departments don't send out mail
like that, nor do they even make
phone call solicitations. If you
feel you need to donate to one
of these organizations, give them
a call and ask them how you can
do it. They will be glad to help
you out.

Those people that come to
your door and tell you that they
can put a coating on your roof and

get your roof to last another 20
years is a bunch of garbage. Don't
do it. If you need work done
around your home, you call
somebody. There's been guys
that go around with asphalt stat-
ing that it is an extra load and they
can do repairs to your driveway.
When they are done you get a bill
that's unbelievable.  Again, you
call someone if you need that
work done.

This next one isn't really a
scam, but it can ruin you if you're
are not careful.  It is the HERO
Program.  They come to your
home and do upgrades what
sounds like a no charge deal as
they well basically put the bill on
your TAX BILL. When your
Property Tax Bill come due, it is
for thousands of dollars.

The HERO loan payments will
be added to your property taxes.
The loan is considered a tax lien
so it will take first priority in the
event of a default. The HERO loan
gets paid before any other credi-
tors, including any lender that
holds the original first mortgage
on a home.  You may not be able
to buy, sell, or even refinance a
house that has a HERO loan un-
less you pay the loan off in full.

The financing fee for this type
of loan can be very expensive.
Typically, there is a one-time
6.95% administration fee and a
yearly interest rate of 11% or
more.

These loans don't always show
up on the bill for your first prop-
erty tax installment of the year.
They typically come with the sec-
ond tax bill resulting in many
homeowners having to suddenly
find a way to make a much larger
payment than expected in order
to make up for that first missed
payment.

I am sorry, but I can't help but
think that this is some type of
government supported scam.
They seem to target the elderly.

A friend of mine fell for this
program and they did things to
her home that she didn't need.
She found that she couldn't pay
her property taxes.  It became a
nightmare for her.  She had to find
a company that would do a re-
verse mortgage for her, and that
wasn't easy.

Please be careful out there.
Others are out there to get your
money.

"That's just the way it is!"

BALDWIN PARK - Free tax
services will be offered to
Baldwin Park residents who are
60 years and older.  The Ameri-
can Association of Retired Per-
sons (AARP) will be providing
tax services free of charge, by
appointment only, at the Julia Mc
Neill Senior Center, beginning
February 25. To schedule an ap-
pointment please call (626) 813-
5245, Ext. 323, this service is
currently only available to
Baldwin Park residents.

GLENDORA - East San Gab-
riel Valley CROP Hunger Walk
will be held virtually this year.
You can walk 3.1 miles any time
between Monday, March 8, 2021
and Sunday, March 14, 2021 at
1:30 p.m. To observe Health De-
partment guidelines, please walk
in family units, wearing a face
covering and observing social
distancing. You can walk the tra-
ditional CROP Walk route, or any
5k distance of your choosing.

Looking to make a difference
in these trying times, the East San
Gabriel Valley CROP Hunger
Walk has set a goal of 175 Walk-
ers and hopes to raise $12,000
to help stop hunger and poverty
here in our community and
around the world, through self-
help initiatives.  A portion of the
funds raised here in Glendora

BALDWIN PARK - Bald-
win Park Unified is now ac-
cepting enrollment applications
for the 2021-22 school year.
Baldwin Park Unified School
District provides comprehen-
sive learning opportunities that
span transitional kindergarten
through adult school. The Dis-

East San Gabriel Valley CROP Walk
will go to the East San Gabriel
Valley Coalition for the Home-
less (provides services for the
homeless in our area in addition
to operating the cold weather
shelter), St. Vincent de Paul
(which provides a number of re-
sources out of St Dorothy
Church in Glendora for anyone
in need), Shepherd’s Pantry (a
wide array of services for Glen-
dora & surrounding cities), and
ACTION Food Pantry in Covina.

Over the course of the last 22
years, ESGV walkers have raised
more than $200,000 in their lo-
cally organized CROP Hunger
Walk.

For more information about
the East San Gabriel Valley
CROP Hunger Walk, contact
Rev. Dr. Hillary Chrisley (626)

335-4058 or Rev. Karen Davis at
(626)335-2240.

Free Tax
Services for
Seniors 60+

Baldwin Park Unified
Opens Enrollment for
2021-22 School Year

trict’s signature programs in-
clude the award-winning Dual
Language program, career
technical education pathways
and hands-on STEM opportu-
nities. Families may begin the
enrollment process online at
www.bpusd.net.
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BALDWIN PARK - On Mon-
day, March 8, 2021, at approxi-
mately 12:09 A.M., during a pos-
sible domestic dispute, a female
adult driver was intentionally
rammed several times by another
vehicle that was occupied by her
boyfriend. Upon her vehicle be-
coming disabled, the male, later
identified as Jesus Antonio Saul
(26 years old, from Norwalk)
exited his vehicle and shot the
female victim several times. Saul
was taken into custody at the
scene, along with a handgun be-
lieved to be used in the shooting.

The female victim sustained
multiple gunshot wounds and is
currently in critical but stable
condition at an undisclosed hos-
pital. Saul was booked at the
Baldwin Park Police Department
for attempted murder.

If you have any information
that may assist in the investiga-
tion, please contact Detective A.
Villalobos at the Baldwin Park

Domestic Dispute Shooting Leaves
Female Victim In Critical Condition

Police Department at (626) 960-
1955 Ext. 418 or Detective Ser-

geant S. Blackburn at (626) 960-
1955 Ext. 438.
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IRWINDALE - An early
morning traffic stop on Sunday,
March 7 resulted in the driver
being arrested for drugs, ammo
and burglary tools. Jose A.
Zavala, a 33 year-old resident of
Baldwin Park, was stopped by
one of Irwindales patrol officers
for a minor traffic offense. Dur-

GLENDORA - On Wednes-
day, March 3 at approximately
1:00AM, Glendora Officers
made a proactive traffic stop on
a bicyclist for a traffic violation
in the area of Route 66 and Grand
Ave.

During the investigation a
quantity of methamphetamine
and several burglary tools were
located on the subject including:
a vehicle air wedge pump, several
lock picks and numerous differ-

Traffic Stop Results In Narcotic Related
Charges, Possession Of Burglary Tools
And Felon In Possession Of Ammunition

ing the course of the investiga-
tion, the officer found Zavala was
in possession of 9 grams of
Methamphetamine, drug para-
phernalia, ammunition and tools
commonly used to steal catalytic
converters (saws, drills, jacks).

Zavala was arrested and

booked for various narcotic re-
lated charges, as well as posses-
sion of burglary tools and being
a felon in possession of ammu-
nition.

He was later released from
jail with citation to appear in
court at a later date.

Parole Arrested For Possession
Of Burglary Tools

ent car keys. An air wedge is com-
monly used by car burglars to pry
open vehicle doors.

Christopher Rangel, male. 36

years of age, on parole out of
Azusa, was arrested for being in
possession of burglary tools and
methamphetamine.

Christopher Rangel

Burglary tools including a vehicle air wedge pump, several lock
picks and numerous different car keys.

By George Ogden
COVINA - The Covina Police

Department released informa-
tion that on Thursday morning,
March 4, at approximately 3 AM,
they served a search warrant uti-
lizing their Special Response
Team and other personnel in the
100 block of N. Vecino Drive in
Covina.

The search warrant involved an
ongoing kidnapping and shooting
investigation originating from an
incident that began in Covina on
or about February 20. The pur-
pose of serving the warrant was
to arrest involved persons, locate
evidence and develop further in-
vestigative leads pertinent to the
investigation.

Azusa Police also assisted in
the case by serving an additional
search warrant associated to this
investigation in the 500 block of
North San Gabriel in Azusa.

Sammy Wilson, age 20, male
Hispanic, of Baldwin Park, had
been arrested thus far and the
Detective Bureau personnel were
also attempting to locate addi-
tional suspects involved in the
crimes and later they developed
information that led to two more
people being arrested.

The kidnapping and attempt
murder occurred on Feb. 19.
Covina PD actively worked the
investigation with Monrovia PD
and Baldwin Park PD which led

Two Men and a Woman Arrested for
Kidnapping and Attempted Murder

Sammy Wilson Kristine Mina Dominic Garcia
to the identification of three sus-
pects involved in the case. On
March 2, CPD personnel ar-
rested Wilson.  On March 4, the
CPD served a search warrant at
the N. Vecino address in Covina
and Azusa PD served a search
warrant for CPD at the N. San
Gabriel address in Azusa at the
same time as part of this investi-
gation.

The events that took place was
a kidnapping in Covina the night
of Feb. 19, of a woman near her
home. She was taken to Baldwin
Park where the shooting took
place.  She was then taken to
Monrovia and either escaped or
was dropped off near the 700
block of West Huntington Drive.
She called police around 12:45
a.m., Feb. 20, and when the po-
lice found her, she stated that she
had been shot several times.  The
woman was found to have been
shot twice and paramedics were
called and treated the woman.
She was not cooperative with the
police at all at that time.  She was
taken to the hospital for treat-
ment.

Detectives were finally able to
get information that she was kid-
napped in Covina, taken to
Baldwin Park and shot and then
to Monrovia where police found
her.

On March 5, CPD were able
to get more information on the

two remaining suspects.  They
believed they were at a residence
in the 6200 block of La Mirada
in Los Angeles.

Surveillance was set up of the
location by CPD.  Detectives
observed Kristine Mina, 33, fe-
male Hispanic, of Covina during
the surveillance and she was taken
into custody. CPD personnel
contained the residence and re-
quested the assistance of LAPD-
Hollywood Division SWAT to
assist believing the third suspect
was inside the residence. During
the SWAT operation, CPD called
for the third suspect Dominic
Garcia, 49, male Hispanic, of
Montclair to surrender. Dominic
Garcia exited the residence and
was taken into custody. The
search warrant at this residence
was safely executed.

Sammy Wilson, 20, will be
arraigned April 20 at Pomona
Superior Court on charges of at-
tempted murder, kidnapping,
street terrorism and assault with
a firearm, according to a spokes-
woman for the Los Angeles
County District Attorney's Of-
fice.  The other two suspects will
also have similar charges filed.
Bail for all three subjects was set
at $2,000,000.00 each.

If you have information re-
lated to this investigation, please
contact Detective Preciado at
(626)384-5622.

By George Ogden
COVINA - The Covina Po-

lice Department has reported
that Catalytic converter theft
has been a growing crime trend
in our region and their officers
remain committed to reducing
these crimes through proactive
policing.

On Wednesday, March 3,
one of their officers observed
a vehicle parked at a local ho-
tel which had been identified
as a suspect vehicle in a recent
catalytic converter theft. Sur-
veillance was conducted on the
vehicle and a male subject, later
identified as Anthony Cahill of
Pomona, walked out to the ve-
hicle and unlocked the driver's
door. Officers moved in and
contacted Cahill, who was a
named suspect in another cata-
lytic converter theft case being
investigated by Covina PD de-
tectives.

Officers determined that
Cahill was on probation, was
additionally wanted by
Glendora PD for grand theft of
a catalytic converter, and had
a felony No Bail warrant from
La Verne PD for burglary. A
search of Cahill's vehicle
yielded numerous burglary
tools and evidence indicative of
catalytic converter theft.

Catalytic Converter Theft Suspect Arrest

Anthony Cahill

GLENDORA - Catalytic con-
verter thefts have increased
throughout the City of Glendora.
Thieves are stealing them and
cashing in on the scrap metal
money due to the precious met-
als inside.

The Glendora Police Depart-
ment wants to help and they are
offering an engraver loaning pro-
gram. The program is free of
charge to Glendora residents.

By etching your license plate
number or V.I.N. on your catalytic
converter, it can help Law en-
forcement identify stolen prop-
erty and return it when located.

You can pick up an engraving
tool from the Glendora Police
Department Monday-Friday be-
tween 8am and 5pm.

Glendora Police Dept’s Catalytic
Converter Engraver Loan Program

To Advertise In The
San Gabriel Valley Examiner

CALL 626-852-3374
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GLENDORA - During
these difficult pandemic cir-
cumstances Sandburg Middle
School ASB has continued to
safely come together as a team
in service to their school com-
munity.  Their primary goal is
to engage with the entire
school, students and staff, by
providing opportunities for
connections.  This school year
they've planned numerous
Among Us nights where stu-
dents and staff play the highly
popular video game, Among
Us, together. They organized
several spirit weeks which pro-
vided students the opportunity
to interact with one another and
have fun through daily games
and activities. Sandburg contin-
ued their 20 year tradition of
raising funds for City of Hope's
pediatric patients. This year
they raised $1,500.00 in gift
cards for their Christmas 4
Kids program.

The ASB students are cur-
rently planning Spread the
Love, a campaign raising
awareness of and funds to sup-
port Godfred's Foundation, a
nonprofit whose mission is to
support the education of chil-
dren in rural Ghana by build-
ing and operating schools that
embrace innovative teaching
methods while maintaining lo-
cal traditions. In the spring ASB
plans to shift their focus to our
four-legged family members
with an event to benefit animals
in need.  These students have
a heart for positively impact-
ing diverse groups.  Their te-
nacity, drive and selfless desire
to support their school commu-

EL MONTE – Students
from South El Monte and El
Monte high schools won a to-
tal of 24 awards during the
2021 Future Business Leaders
of America (FBLA) Virtual In-
land Section Leadership Con-
ference, securing a chance to
compete in the state contest in
April.

South El Monte High School
students earned 15 awards in
categories including business
communication, entrepreneur-
ship, accounting, marketing
and public speaking. El Monte
High School students earned
nine awards in similar catego-
ries, including management de-
cision making and international
business.

FBLA Advisor and EMHS
business teacher Richard
Douge said that despite being
virtual, students in FBLA and
involved in their Career Tech-
nical Education (CTE) path-
ways rose to the challenge,
earning their school ninth place
out of the 10 high schools com-
peting.

“The biggest benefit of a
competition like this is that our
students get to experience what
it takes to be successful in busi-
ness, they learn valuable lead-
ership skills and how to carry
themselves in a professional
working environment,” Douge
said. “I am beyond proud of
them and their accomplish-
ments.”

El Monte High senior and
FBLA President Linh Tran is
one of 13 students who will be
advancing to the FBLA state
competition in April.

“As FBLA president, I've
had the chance to grow out of
my comfort zone and develop
my professional communica-
tion skills,” Tran said. “Before,
I used to be very scared and
nervous whenever I had to
speak in front of groups of
people but being president has

El Monte Union High School Students Qualify
for State at 2021 Business Conference

El Monte High School students compete in the 2020 Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA)
Inland Section Leadership Conference.

South El Monte High School students compete in the 2020 Future
Business Leaders of America (FBLA) Inland Section Leadership
Conference.

helped me to overcome these
fears.”

Tran said she is excited and
nervous for the state competi-
tion in April but is looking for-
ward to the challenge.

“Qualifying for the state
competition is a huge accom-
plishment, as it took hours of
hard work and time dedicated
to studying,” Tran said. “I'm
really proud of my teammates
for trying their best and advanc-
ing to state.”

South El Monte High School
Principal Dr. Jorge Morales ex-
pressed how proud he is of
SEMHS students who com-
peted in the FBLA Conference
and of those students who are
moving on to the state compe-
tition.

“Our mission at SEMHS is
to prepare students for college
and career, and it is because of
the collaboration of our teach-
ers and students through dis-
tance learning that we are able
to continue fostering an envi-
ronment conducive to that pur-
pose,” Morales said.

FBLA Advisor and SEMHS

business teacher Tam Ly-Wong
said that collaborating virtually
has been challenging, but that
the students’ individual and
group perseverance paid off in
a big way.

“We appreciate our students’

tenacity to move forward de-
spite the pandemic,” Ly-Wong
said. “It is wonderful to see
what they have accomplished,
and we are hoping to be able
to pass out the awards to them
once the plaques arrive.”

Glendora Community Coordinating Council’s
March 2021 Youth Recognition Award Recipients

nity and beyond shines bright.
The Glendora Community Co-
ordinating Council is very proud
and honored to recognize
Sandburg Middle School ASB

with March's Youth Recogni-
tion Award.

The GCCC is always look-
ing for volunteers from the city
to be recognized each month.

If you have a nominee please
visit our website at
www.glendoracoordinating-
council.org for a form and con-
tact information.

IRWINDALE - West
Bound Live Oak Avenue Off
Ramp from the NB 605 Free-
way to Close for 3 Months.
Caltrans crews will be closing
the northbound I-605 (Foothill)
Freeway off-ramp to west-
bound Live Oak Avenue in the
city of Irwindale for three (3)
months beginning March 8,
2021. This closure is due to

Live Oak Avenue Off Ramp
to Close for 3 Months

ramp widening work and side-
walk/signal improvements. The
eastbound off ramp to Live
Oak Avenue will not be im-
pacted by this project.

For more information re-
garding this project, please con-
tact Caltrans District 7 at (213)
897-3656 or by email at
D7inquiries@dot.ca.gov.

Caltrans detour route map
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